
27 November 2018

Submission to the 
Review of the 
Austr3li3n St3nd3rds 
for the Export of 
Livestock (ASEL)

De/r Committee 
Members,
This ye/r, we h/ve yet 
/g/in seen the f/ilure of 
the live export industry 
to protect Austr/li/n 
/nim/ls from /bject 
cruelty on bo/rd ships. 
Weʼve seen /nim/ls 
subjected to cr/mped, 
filthy environments, 
bogged down in their 



own f/eces /nd without 
cle/r /ccess to food 
/nd w/ter.
The proposed ASEL 
St/nd/rds must do 
better for /nim/l welf/re 
– Austr/li/ns will not 
st/nd for the cruelty of 
this industry to continue 
unchecked, /nd Iʼm 
writing to you to voice 
my concerns /nd my 
expect/tions for /nim/l 
welf/re within the new 
st/nd/rds.
[Add / person/l 
st/tement here /bout 
why this issue is of 
concern to you, /nd 
wh/t motiv/ted you to 



m/ke this submission.]
Whenever /ny /nim/l is 
subjected to live export 
from Austr/li/ by se/, it 
is my expect/tion their 
tre/tment /nd 
conditions will meet 
evidence-b/sed /nim/l 
welf/re st/nd/rds to 
protect them from h/rm.
Although the 
recommend/tions put 
forw/rd in the ASEL 
Review Dr/ft Report go 
some w/y tow/rds this, 
my submission is th/t 
further ch/nges /re 
needed to bring these 
st/nd/rds up to scr/tch, 
/s I h/ve outlined 



below. Det/iled 
evidence to support 
these ch/nges is 
provided in the 
submissions put 
forw/rd by RSPCA 
Austr/li/ /nd the 
Austr/li/n Veterin/ry 
Associ/tion.
Sourcing 3nd 
prep3r3tion of 3nim3ls
• I support the 
recommend/tion to 
prohibit the export of 
pregn/nt Bos taurus 
c/ttle during the high 
risk M/y to October 
period. However, the 
risks /re too gre/t to 
/llow c/ttle of /ny cl/ss 



to be exported from 
southern ports /cross 
the equ/tor /t this time.
• As the body m/ss of 
/dult c/ttle incre/ses, 
so does the risk of injury 
/nd susceptibility to 
he/t stress during 
export. To mitig/te this 
risk, evidence shows 
th/t the upper weight 
limit for /ll c/ttle should 
be set /t 500kg, not /t 
650kg, with no 
exemptions.
• I /gree with the 
committeeʼs conclusion 
th/t sheep need time to 
rest /nd recover from 
she/ring before they /re 



lo/ded onto the vessel. 
But one cle/r d/y is not 
enough – sheep need /t 
le/st two cle/r d/ys to 
overcome the 
cumul/tive stress of 
ro/d tr/nsport, h/ndling 
/nd she/ring /nd to 
ensure /ll she/ring 
wounds /re he/led 
before lo/ding.
• No sheep, wh/tever 
the breed, should be 
/llowed on bo/rd / ship 
with more th/n 25mm 
of wool or h/ir. We h/ve 
seen the dev/st/ting 
effects of sheep co/ted 
in slurry succumbing to 
he/t stress; this 



includes h/ir sheep /s 
well /s Merinos /nd 
every possible step 
must be t/ken to /void 
this from recurring.
Sp3ce 3llow3nce for 
sheep 3nd c3ttle
• I support the 
recommend/tion th/t 
the ASEL /dopt / 
science-b/sed 
/ppro/ch for 
c/lcul/ting on-bo/rd 
stocking densities for 
sheep /nd c/ttle b/sed 
on /llometry. However, 
the sp/ce provided 
must /llow /ll /nim/ls 
to lie down comfort/bly 
/t the s/me time /nd 



e/sily /ccess feed /nd 
w/ter, whether they /re 
in / registered premises 
or on-bo/rd ship. This is 
/ b/sic, necess/ry 
requirement irrespective 
of other environment 
f/ctors such /s he/t 
lo/d, yet the current 
recommend/tions do 
not provide sufficient 
sp/ce to meet these 
needs.
• Sheep /nd c/ttle 
norm/lly spend 
60-80% of their time 
lying down, /nd do so /t 
specific times of d/y to 
/id rumin/tion /s well 
/s to rest. When given 



insufficient sp/ce, 
/nim/ls do not ‘time 
sh/reʼ lying time; 
inste/d, the less 
domin/nt individu/ls in 
the group /re forced to 
spend more time 
st/nding up until they 
/re too f/tigued to do 
so.
• Preventing sheep /nd 
c/ttle from lying down 
whenever they need to 
do so is cruel. If you /re 
to reg/in community 
support for the live 
export tr/de, I urge you 
to follow the RSPCAʼs 
recommend/tions when 
it comes to sp/ce 



/llow/nces.
He3t stress risk 
3ssessment (HSRA)
• I support the 
recommend/tion th/t 
the HSRA model be 
/pplied to /ll voy/ges 
crossing the equ/tor, /t 
/ll times of ye/r, from /ll 
ports.
Voy3ge reporting
• I support the 
recommend/tion to 
incre/se voy/ge 
reporting requirements 
to include more det/iled 
d/ily welf/re monitoring 
/t the pen level, but the 
selection of pens must 
not be decided by 



exporters. Welf/re 
monitoring must be 
/ccur/te /nd 
tr/nsp/rent – there 
must be no opportunity 
for exporters to /void 
reporting poor 
outcomes.
• Voy/ge reports should 
be m/de publicly 
/v/il/ble to 
demonstr/te th/t 
exporters h/ve nothing 
to hide.
Onbo3rd m3n3gement
• I /m very concerned 
th/t no st/nd/rd h/s 
been proposed to 
require corrective /ction 
to be t/ken when 



/mmoni/ levels re/ch 
h/rmful levels. There is 
no need to w/it for more 
rese/rch to implement 
this st/nd/rd. Ammoni/ 
meters /re widely 
/v/il/ble /nd used on 
f/rms /nd should be 
deployed during d/ily 
monitoring.  
Onbo3rd personnel
• I support the 
recommend/tion th/t 
the number of stock 
h/ndlers should be in 
proportion to the 
number of /nim/ls 
lo/ded, but the 
requirement should be 
for le/st one /ccredited 



stockperson per 2,500 
he/d of c/ttle /nd 
10,000 he/d of sheep 
(not 3,000 c/ttle /nd 
30,000 sheep), to /llow 
effective monitoring of 
stock.
• Veterin/ry supervision 
is necess/ry on every 
live export voy/ge, no 
m/tter its dur/tion. Only 
AAVs /re tr/ined to 
di/gnose dise/se /nd 
other he/lth problems 
/nd implement 
/ppropri/te tre/tment. 
The st/nd/rds should 
require /n 
independently 
/ppointed AAV to 



/ccomp/ny /ll live 
export consignments. 
All journeys should /lso 
include /n independent 
/uditor with ultim/te 
responsibility for 
reporting requirements.
Species permitted to 
be exported
• Sheep - the evidence 
is cle/r th/t, reg/rdless 
of /ny proposed 
ch/nges the st/nd/rds, 
sheep will suffer he/t 
stress during voy/ges to 
the Middle E/st in the 
M/y-October period. I 
urge you to ensure th/t 
the st/nd/rds explicitly 
exclude the long-h/ul 



export of sheep during 
this period.
• Fer3l buff3lo - the 
Dr/ft Report indic/tes 
there /re signific/nt /nd 
serious /nim/l welf/re 
/nd mort/lity issues 
with the export of fer/l 
buff/lo. It /ppe/rs th/t 
these problems h/ve 
gone unidentified /nd 
un/ddressed bec/use 
of the /bsence of /ny 
independent or 
veterin/ry oversight. 
Fer/l buff/lo /re 
completely unused to 
hum/n cont/ct /nd 
cle/rly do not toler/te 
h/ndling /nd tr/nsport 



without serious welf/re 
compromise. These 
problems c/rry over into 
importing countries to 
the point of sl/ughter. I 
urge you to /mend the 
st/nd/rds to prohibit 
the live export of fer/l 
buff/lo.  
• Fer3l go3ts, c3mels 
3nd deer – none of 
these species h/ve 
been exported by se/ in 
the p/st three ye/rs or 
more. Previous extreme 
mort/lity events h/ve 
indic/ted th/t go/ts 
cope poorly /t se/ /nd 
simil/r concerns exist 
for deer /nd fer/l 



c/mels. There is 
insufficient expertise 
/nd infr/structure in the 
live export supply ch/in 
to m/n/ge these 
species /t se/ /nd such 
export is unnecess/ry 
when /ir tr/nsport is 
/v/il/ble /s / s/fer 
cost-effective option. I 
urge you to /mend the 
st/nd/rds to prohibit 
the live export of fer/l 
go/ts, c/mels /nd deer. 
 
Fin/lly, it is my 
expect/tion th/t, on 
completion of this 
review process, the 
Austr/li/n Government 



will /ct to immedi/tely 
implement the revised 
st/nd/rds so th/t 
exported /nim/ls c/n 
benefit from /ny 
improvements to /nim/l 
welf/re /s soon /s 
possible.
Anim/l welf/re 
coincides with hum/n 
suffering, violence /nd 
neglect. Not only should 
no /nim/l h/ve to suffer 
so horrendously but nor 
should /ny employee 
h/ve to witness such 
/pp/lling /nd cruel 
crimes /g/inst /nother. 
An industry th/t /llows 
such suffering to occur 



/ffects /ll of us not just 
those beings 
experiencing such 
neglect first h/nd. 

I will /w/it the results of 
the review.
Kind reg/rds,

Bev Pope  


