
20 November 2018

The Hon. David Littleproud M.P.

Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources

PO Box 6022

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Littleproud,

Re: The ASEL Review and the future of the Australian Livestock Export Industry
I am writing directly to you as the Federal Minister responsible for growing and protecting the Agriculture sector in Australia, to urge you to ensure the current ASEL Review be guided by scientific-based justification when making recommendations for regulatory change which can have dire consequences to the entire live export industry rather than seeking to drive targeted improvement where it is required.
The Ashby family ( Ashrose Merino Stud ) has been in the Merino industry since 1910, selling Rams, Ewes & Genetics all over Australia & other to countries of the world. To lose this vital part of the Australian industry & think that Australia will capitalise on processing the animals here is a total joke, the Australian labour unit is simply too costly. 

The fact that 1 export boat an anomaly  lost not even 2% of the sheep loaded is a credit to the ships owners. Its nothing for landholders to lose up to 10% to 15% of sheep before they even leave properties to Foxes, Dingos, Eagles, Pigs & wild dogs? Are you going to stop this as well? I think not or at a very large price tag you may? Just like ceasing the live export industry the cost to the livestock industry would be extremely detrimental.
           There is wide-spread industry acknowledgement that there is room for improvement in our Industry.  In a world where community expectations on important issues such as animal welfare are constantly increasing in both scope and reach, it is incumbent on all industry participants to remain committed to external scrutiny and continuous improvement.
This also means the industry needs a capable, trusted and effective regulator as highlighted in the Moss Review.  As a producer in the industry, we fully support and demand the presence of an effective and fair regulator.  With a capable, trusted and effective regulator, the current ASEL Review can focus on making recommendations that will drive positive and constructive improvements aimed at assuring ongoing community understanding and acceptance for a prosperous Australian livestock export industry.  
A key aspect of our industry’s ongoing sustainability is based on regulation changes being scientifically justified, practically and economically feasible, to avoid intentionally or unintentionally road-blocking the industry to the point of effective closure. 
I am concerned that the review currently being undertaken may unnecessarily impose significant new compliance costs on the industry that are not fully supported by science.  I have been informed that draft recommendations on stocking rates, for instance, could add millions of dollars in costs annually to the industry.  The welfare performance of the live trade I am involved with, however, has been excellent.  Given this, the need for any changes to regulations needs to be fully justified.
The consequences to many thousands of Australian farmers (just like my business) and rural communities of imposing unnecessary additional costs on live exports cannot be under-estimated, particularly given the impacts from the most significant drought in recent history.  Any change to regulation needs to be well thought out, justified by science and achieve the right balance between animal welfare outcomes and business sustainability.
As the responsible Minister it is critical that you work to ensure the industry is given long-term certainty and due regard to scientific evidence that supports any recommendation that may have irreversible adverse impacts on the viability of the industry. 
I respectfully urge that you consider the issues under review in a sound practical light and make resolutions that support the future prosperity of the entire livestock export industry. 

Yours sincerely,
Matt Ashby

North Ashrose Merino
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