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Ref. A2237052

22 July, 2015

National Biosecurity Committee Secretariat
Department of Agriculture
GPO Box 858
Canberra ACT 2601

Email: EPDNS@agriculture.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam,

POWERLINK QUEENSLAND SUBMISSION - Modernising Australia's approach to establishing
pests and diseases of national significance

This submission is made on behalf of the Queensland Electricity Transmission Corporation Limited
trading as Powerlink Queensland (Powerlink). Powerlink is a government owned corporation that
owns, operates, develops and maintains Queensland's high voltage electricity transmission network.

Powerlink Queensland has reviewed the "Modemising Australia's approach to managing established
pests and diseases of national significance - Discussion Paper' and has summarised the following
feedback below:

1.  Are the proposed Policy Principles appropriate and practical?

The proposed policy principles are practical in terms of their level of application. Powerlink will
be most interested in the implementation of the policy, for example the methods used to
develop national management plans and how these will be funded; and how the location of
biosecurity threats on a property are to be made public to allow for effective risk management.

2.  Are the proposed Policy Principles sufficient?

The content associated with the proposed Policy Principles is well targeted and sufficient.

3.  Should listing of established pests and diseases of national significance be for a defined
period, or open-ended?

A defined period (eg. 10 years) with an automatic review trigger may provide greater flexibility
in managing pests and diseases of national significance. An alternate option may entail a
surveillance or high level review after 5 years in order to gauge the pests and diseases
progress, with a definite formal review period after 10 years.

33 Harold Street,Virginia
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10. How do you see yourself (or your interest/industry/organisation) contributing?

As an electricity transmission network business, Powerlink would welcome the opportunity to
participate in the development of the framework for the management of established pests and
diseases of national significance.

As a joint land manager, Powerlink is primarily concerned with taking a coordinated approach
to controlling biosecurity threats and therefore welcomes many of the proposed changes.

From the list of weeds of national significance, Powerlink recognizes parthenium weed
(Parthenium hysterophorus) as its most significant risk based on our activities and the location
of assets.

While we encounter other weeds of national significance (e.g. lantana), the threat of these
biosecurity threats being spread from our activities is far less than for parthenium weed. As a
result, we would be most interested in participating and contributing to management plans
associated with parthenium in particular.

11. Other comments

Powerlink has experienced some difficulties with a transparency with biosecurity threat data,
including the National Johne's Disease Control Programme (i.e. difficulty to gain access to
data to enable Powerlink to proactively manage risks). We hope proposed changes can
improve this situation in the future.

Yours sincerely,

.fq

/    /
Nicole Lashmar
Group Manager Environmental Strategies

Enquiries: Chris Delamont, Environmental Strategist, (07) 3860 2471
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