What is the VCS

The Vessel Compliance Scheme (VCS) has been designed with the best interest of vessel operators and
shipping agents in mind.

VCS is part of a comprehensive strategy to provide greater transparency of Australia’s biosecurity
requirements aimed at facilitating compliance by our clients and stakeholders.

The scheme has been developed to improve the transparency of the risks biosecurity officers will focus

on as part of the inspections, and the consequences of non-compliance. This will ensure vessel masters
and crew are able to better prepare the vessel to reduce the likelihood of non-compliance, thereby
improving their chances of qualifying as ‘compliant’ entities to take advantage of reduced intervention and
associated benefits.

Qualifying for the VCS

Commercial vessel operators must meet the following requirements to be eligible for the VCS and qualify for
reduced intervention:

* aminimum of 3 voyages to Australia in a 12 month period
* below the individual inspection threshold of 10 points for a voyage

* below the collective threshold of 20 points over 3 voyages.

Once on the scheme, vessels will receive reduced physical inspections over a defined voyage cycle.

This demerit action list and associated points determines vessel eligibility for the VCS. The application
of a demerit action does not replace any other enforcement actions available to the department under the
Biosecurity Act 2015.

The VCS is just one tool to help vessel operators comply with Australia’s biosecurity requirements.
More information about VCS can be found at: agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/avm/vessels/

The ‘Biosphere’ Graphic Element

The biosphere is a key part of the department’s visual identity.
Individual biospheres are used to visually describe the diverse nature
of the work we do as a department, in Australia and internationally.
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