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Communiqué
SIXTH MEETING OF THE SHARK-PLAN REPRESENTATIVE GROUP
The Shark-plan Representative Group (SRG) met for the sixth time on 16 October 2018 in Canberra. 
The SRG meets annually to review, monitor and report on the implementation of Australia’s National Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks (Shark-plan).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members noted the progress of jurisdictions in a number of areas including: developing and implementing fisheries harvest strategies; shark control programs and related technological innovations; shark research; shark depredation; and shark listing proposals under the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks (CMS Sharks MOU) and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). Non-jurisdictional SRG members also raised matters including product traceability, shark conservation, social licence and recreational fishing interactions with sharks.
Current research programs to better understand the status of Australia’s shark populations were discussed at the meeting including:
· The National Environmental Science Programme which has funded projects to: support the conservation and recovery of Australia’s threatened and migratory marine species including sharks, rays and sawfish; and white shark population estimates. 
· The case for further investigating depredation issues including by sharks in the commercial fishing industry. 
The 2018 jurisdictional data is available on the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources website. 
Members were advised that the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences was to shortly publish a Shark Assessment Report (SAR) (subsequently released on 16 November 2018). SAR provides a comprehensive national overview of shark management and conservation arrangements in Australia and complements the review of Shark-plan 2 which reaffirmed the importance of Shark-plan as an effective reporting and networking tool for fisheries managers and other stakeholders on shark management in Australia. 
The Secretariat is arranging an out-of-session teleconference of interested SRG members in the first quarter of calendar year 2019 to discuss international shark trade and conservation developments. This will be in advance of significant upcoming international convention meetings including CITES, CMS Sharks MOU. 
The next meeting of members will likely be held at the end of 2019.
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