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Fisheries Management Act 1991

Section 147

STATUTORY FISHING RIGHTS ALLOCATION REVIEW PANEL 

PROCEDURE DIRECTIONS

General
1. These directions set out the procedure to be adopted for all applications lodged with the Panel.  If the hearing of an application has commenced, the procedure can be varied by the Principal Member or by any other member authorised by the Principal Member to give such directions.  
Directions hearing

2. Upon the lodgement with the Panel of an application for review, the matter will be listed for a directions hearing.  When the application is listed for a directions hearing, the Principal Member will send a copy of the directions listing to each person referred to in paragraph 144(1)(b) of the Act.  The directions hearing may be conducted by telephone.  
Conference

3. A conference will normally be scheduled at or after the directions hearing.  Conferences are conducted by a Panel member other than the Principal Member.  The conference can either be in person or by telephone.  
4. At the conference, the issues in dispute and the need to gather any further evidence will be discussed and the prospect of settlement will be explored.
5. If a matter has not settled during the conference process, the Principal Member will fix a date, time and place for a hearing of the application in accordance with s145 of the Act.  

Statements of facts and contentions
6. At least 14 days prior to the conference the applicant is to lodge and serve a statement of facts and contentions.  The statement must clearly and concisely set out the facts upon which the applicant relies and any contentions to be drawn from those facts.  All expert reports and statements of all witnesses, including the applicant, are also to be exchanged and lodged at this time.

7. At least 7 days prior to the conference, AFMA or the Joint Authority, as the case may be, is to lodge and serve a statement in reply, together with all expert reports and witness statements.  
8. The Principal Member or other Panel member conducting a directions hearing may direct a person referred to in paragraph 144(1)(b) of the Act also to lodge and serve a statement of facts and contentions, together with expert reports and witness statements, within such period prior to the conference as the member directs.
Provision of documents to Panel
9. AFMA or the Joint Authority, as the case may be, is to provide documents to the Panel in hard copy and electronic (PDF) format.  Applicants and other parties are to provide documents to the Panel in hard copy and, if possible, in electronic (PDF) format.
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