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NATIONAL INDIGENOUS FORESTRY STRATEGY

Project Update - 30 July 2003

Dear Stakeholder

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with an update on the National Indigenous Forestry Strategy project and further details on the consultation process.

Current Situation

· We have identified over 450 people from all around Australia as having a potential interest in the project.
· An advertisement was placed in the Australian, Koori Mail, National Indigenous Times and Yamaji News in June 2003 inviting written or visual submissions.  Another advertisement appeared in today's edition of the Koori Mail providing details of the workshops and extending the call for submissions until 5th September 2003.
· The National Indigenous Forestry Strategy website (www.affa.gov.au/nifs) contains background information on the project, updates and a form for parties to make submissions to the project.
Indigenous Community Consultation

Eight sites have been selected for the consulting team to visit. At each site we have been fortunate to identify a local person to take on the role of co-ordinating our visits. The main aim of these site visits is to discuss the project with the Indigenous communities and obtain their views on opportunities they see exist, or could be developed in the forest (wood and non-wood) and wood products sector within their region, which would provide:
· employment for Indigenous people
· wealth creation for Indigenous communities, and
· benefits for the forest and wood products sector.
Other stakeholders are welcome to attend these community consultations. 

Forest (wood and non-wood) and Wood Consultation

In addition to the site consultations we are available to meet with interested parties while we are in each of the Capital cities.  We have nominated a block of time in each Capital City to discuss the National Indigenous Forestry Strategy project.

Consultation Dates & Venues

The number of people we will meet with and talk to in the course of the National Indigenous Forestry Strategy project is significant.  As such we believe the best opportunity for discussing ideas is when we visit the various sites around Australia.  Dates for the Indigenous community and Industry consultation are set out on the following page.  The agenda and venue details for the Indigenous community consultations are also attached.

How can you become involved?  

The two main ways that you can contribute are:

1. Attend a site consultation –Contact Tania Cavaiuolo of my office by email tania.cavaiuolo@bdosa.com.au or by telephone 08 8224 5255 to register.

2. Complete the Submission Form available at www.affa.gov.au/nifs or by contacting Tania Cavaiuolo.  Submission close 5th September 2003. 

Thank you for your interest in this project.

BDO Consulting (SA) Pty Ltd

David Muller

Director

Phone: (08) 8224 5279         Email: david.muller@bdosa.com.au

Community Consultations

The itinerary for these visits (dates finalised – Victorian venue to be advised) is as follows:

	WESTERN AUSTRALIA
· Manjimup – Tuesday 5 August 

Manjimup Community Centre (same building as library) Mount Street, Manjimup

10 am
	VICTORIA
· Venue to be advised – Thursday 21 August



	· Moora – Thursday 7 August

Mogumber Farm, West Mogumber Rd, Mogumber

10 am
	NEW SOUTH WALES
· Grafton – Thursday 28 August

South Grafton Ex-Servicemens Club 
(Function Room 1), South Grafton

      10 am



	SOUTH AUSTRALIA
· Mt Gambier – Thursday 14 August 

· Burrandies, White Avenue 

· SE Nungas, Kurrajong Street 
Times to be advised.
	QUEENSLAND
· Cairns – Monday 1 September

Warrama Cultural Centre, 
Lot 1 Johanna Rd (Off Reid Road), Trinity Park.

10 am



	TASMANIA
· Hobart – Monday 18 August

Venue: Risdon Cove Aboriginal Heritage Site

10 am
	NORTHERN TERRITORY
· Tiwi Islands – Wednesday 3 September 

Munipi Land Council Manager's Office, Pirlangimpi

10 am


Industry Consultations

Dates and times for the industry consultations are as follows:

	WESTERN AUSTRALIA

· Perth
Monday 4 August from 11am-4pm

Wednesday 6 August from 12pm - 5pm


	NEW SOUTH WALES

· Sydney 

Wednesday 27 August from 10am-5pm

	SOUTH AUSTRALIA

· Mt Gambier 

Friday 15 August from 9am-5pm

Adelaide - by appointment


	QUEENSLAND

· Brisbane 

Friday 29 August from 1pm-5pm

	TASMANIA 

· Hobart 
Tuesday 19 August from 9pm-5pm


	NORTHERN TERRITORY

· Darwin 

Thursday 4 September from 9am-1pm

	VICTORIA

· Melbourne 

Wednesday 20 August from 9am-5pm
	


Please confirm if you would like to meet with the BDO team in the city of your choice by contacting Tania Cavaiuolo at BDO to nominate your preferred time.

NATIONAL INDIGENOUS FORESTRY STRATEGY

AGENDA FOR INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

10.00am start 
Welcome

Note: Mt Gambier workshops times to be advised.
10.00am to 10.30am 
Introduction to National Indigenous Forestry Strategy 

(David Muller – BDO Consulting; Gerard Moore – Forest Professionals) 

10.30am - 12.30pm
Discussion on the major areas for input into the National Indigenous Forestry Strategy. This is outlined in our previous correspondence but will revolve around the following main aspects (as per the Submission Form): 

1. Are you involved in or aware of, any forest industry activities (including associated activities such as bush medicine/food, seed collecting, bee keeping etc) being carried out in forests by Indigenous people in your area

2. What, if any, are the benefits of greater Indigenous participation in the forest, timber and associated industries? 

3. What, if any, are the impediments to greater Indigenous participation in the forest, timber, and associated industries?

4. What, if any, are the benefits to existing industry stakeholders should Indigenous participation be increased?

5. What, if any, are the impediments to existing industry stakeholders should Indigenous participation be increased?

6. Are you aware of any proposed projects in the forest, timber, and associated industries for your region/community?

7. Are you aware of any programs (Government and non-government) or private investment funds that are available for promoting the development of commercial forestry opportunities for Indigenous communities?

Any other matters in particular that identify opportunities for Indigenous communities in the forest, timber, and associated industries

12.30pm  - 1.30pm
Lunch Break – lunch supplied courtesy of AFFA and ATSIC

1.30pm - 4.00pm 
Continue discussions

The main focus of these site visits is to understand the views of the Indigenous community on these issues. We may split the group into smaller groups during the course of the day to ensure that the representatives of the Indigenous community have ample opportunity to contribute and that we, in turn, gain a better understanding of the various issues and views.

4.00pm - 6.00pm 
We will be available to discuss any aspects of the National Indigenous Forestry Strategy with individuals as we will be staying in the respective locations overnight.

Note that a different Agenda applies for Mount Gambier.
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