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[Image appears of Fiona Simson talking on the left of the screen and two males inspecting sheep inside a shed on the right of the screen and text appears: Fiona Simson, President, National Farmers’ Federation]

Fiona Simson: Australian farmers produce some of the highest quality and most prized wool in the world.

[Image changes to show a shearer shearing a sheep on the left of the screen and Fiona talking to the camera on the right of the screen]

By 2019, the value of Australia’s wool exports will reach a record of almost $5 billion exporting almost 350,000 tonnes to China alone.

[Camera zooms in on Fiona talking on the right of the screen and images move through on the left of the screen of a male skirting a fleece in the shearing shed]

With over 95% of Australia’s wool exported it is essential that it complies with importing countries Non-Tariff Measures.  

[Image changes to show Fiona talking to the camera on the left of the screen and images move through of the male picking up the fleece, and then the image changes to show a female grading the wool]

However, where these requirements are overly costly or form a barrier to trade, we’re working with the Australian 
Government to remove or reduce their impact. Together the Government and industry are working to ensure Non-Tariff Measures are fair and reasonable so we can continue to deliver our award-winning wool to markets around the world.

[Image changes to show an aerial view of sheep running in a paddock and then the image changes to show a male throwing the fleece onto a table in the shearing shed and the camera zooms in on the fleece]

Narrator: All goods coming into Australia must meet Australia's import requirements. Equally, all of Australia's exported goods must comply with the requirements of the importing country.
 
[Image changes to show a mob of sheep being mustered across a paddock and then the image changes to show the sheep being shorn and then a fleece being thrown]
  
One of the requirements for doing trade is compliance with Non-Tariff Measures, which are an essential part of the export process.
 
[Image changes to show a fleece being skirted and then the image changes to show a sheep being shorn and text appears: Freedom from disease is a government NTM]

The export of wool to the European Union, for example, requires that wool must originate from a country that is foot-and-mouth disease free.
 
[Image continues to show a close-up of the sheep being shorn and then the camera zooms out to show the shearer holding the sheep and continuing to shear]

NTMs such as freedom from disease are part of business as usual activities, which all of Australia's wool producers follow when farming high-quality wool. 

[Image changes to show a female rouse-about throwing the fleece onto the table in the shearing shed and the camera zooms in on the fleece]

These are distinct from commercial requirements. Australia has a long and proud history of producing some of the finest-quality wool in the world.
 
[Images move through of two males inspecting the wool on the unshorn sheep in a crowded pen, two males and a female going through a gate, and walking through the sheep yards and text appears: Traceability standards can be a commercial requirement for the EU]
 
When selling fine wool to the EU for high-quality clothing products, wool producers seek to meet commercial requirements for minimum quality standards and ensure that wool is traceable to the farm of origin.
 
[Image changes to show a view over a hilly property and then the image changes to show historic photos of world-record fleeces and significant sales]

NTMs are used by countries, including Australia, for a range of legitimate reasons, including protecting biosecurity and consumer safety.

[Images move through of a pen of sheep, a fleece, Murray and his son inspecting the fleece of unshorn sheep, and Murray smiling in front of pens of sheep and text appears: Murray, Wool Farmer]

Where NTMs are seen to be a barrier to trade, the government is working with industry to consider how to best address them.

[Image changes to show Murray talking to the camera and then the image changes to show the penned up sheep]

Murray: Australian wool really stands out around the world. Mainly because of the climate, I suppose you'd say. But it's also the 150 years of breeding that went into those sheep.
 
[Image changes to show Murray and his son inspecting the sheep in the pen]
 
The genetics and the breeding of the sheep is quite important. 

[Image changes to show Murray’s son shearing a sheep on the left of the screen and a close-up of the comb moving through the fleece on the right of the screen and then the images reverse]

The processors also have to do the right thing.
 
[Image changes to show Tim smiling at the camera and then talking to the camera and then the image changes to show people working at sorting the wool in a factory and text appears: Tim, Sampling Operations Manager]

Tim: My main role is to supervise the sampling and testing of the samples of wool that are sold in Australia.

[Image continues to show people grading and weighing the wool and data appears on a computer screen on the right and text appears: Testing for quality is a commercial requirement]
 
Growers, mainly, who are selling the wool, they need to know what they're selling, and the buyers need to know what they're buying. So we test the wool to issue the test results.
 
[Image changes to show Tim talking to the camera and then the image changes to show people working at long benches sorting, grading and testing wool]

We use what we call IWTO test standards, and IWTO stands for the International Wool Textile Organisation.

[Images move through of wool moving through the testing process and through a machine]

There's quite a few different variables you need to produce to make that really top end of the market. 
[Image changes to show Tim talking to the camera]

For us, the integrity of our test results is paramount, and so we go to a lot of trouble to make sure that our international reputation is maintained.
 
[Image changes to show a fleece being thrown onto the table in the shearing shed and then the image shows Murray sorting through the fleece on the table]
 
Murray: After shearing, we have to make sure it's classed up, skirted properly, prepared properly, even to where it's put into the bale. 

[Image changes to show Murray talking to the camera and then the image changes to show a woman in a lab inspecting the clean wool samples]

Because it's the way we do it, even the branding of the bales is done as best we can do.

[Image changes to show Tim talking to the camera]

Tim: What we're looking at with the yield is the percentage of clean wool once all the other impurities have been removed, so the dirt, dust, grass, seeds and things like that. 

[Image changes to show a female working at a bench looking at the micron of the wool and text appears: Testing the micron is a commercial requirement]

That's so that people can get the invoice weight right when they're trading the wool.

[Image changes to show the wool moving through a machine testing the micron]
 
The other part of that test is looking at the micron, which is the fibre diameter.
 
[Image changes to show Murray and his son sorting sheep in the pens in the shearing shed and then the image changes to show Tim talking to the camera]

Murray: Most of our wool goes to Italy, our better quality wools, as well as England, and Japanese companies, as well as Korea.
 
[Image changes to show Tim talking to the camera and then animation images move through to show the progression from the catalogue of test results to the buyer’s hand holding up a bid for wool]

Tim: On the day of the auction, the wool buyers will have a look at the test results in the sale catalogue. The buyer looks at the wool, looks at our test results and determines how much he's going to pay for the wool.
 
[Image changes to show Murray talking to the camera and then the image changes to show Murray and his daughter either side of the table skirting a fleece]

Murray: The biggest thing we see at shearing is when the wool comes off and it's really nice, a really good type of wool. We know it's going to be going to the luxury end of the item, maybe into suits. 

[Image changes to show Murray talking to the camera and then the image changes back to show Murray and his daughter rolling up the fleece]

It's looking at that product that we know it's going to go on to make something that's really good.
 
[Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources logo appears on a black screen above the web address http://www.agriculture.gov.au/market-access-trade/non-tariff-measures]
Narrator: To find out more about the Government's work on NTMs, visit the Department's webpage.




