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REGIONAL PROFILE
The Lower North East study area extends from the Bellingen Local Government Area (LGA) in the north to the Gosford LGA in the south, and extends west to Scone LGA, Nundle LGA and Uralla LGA and north to Bellingen LGA. In 1996, the study area had a population of 989 201 people. The area encompasses 23 LGAs, which vary in both size and demographic character.

Overview

The Lower North East RFA forest area contains the LGAs of Armidale, Bellingen, Cessnock, Dumaresq, Dungog, Gloucester, Gosford, Great Lakes, Greater Taree, Hastings, Hawkesbury, Kempsey, Lake Macquarie, Maitland, Muswellbrook, Nambucca, Newcastle, Nundle, Port Stephens, Scone, Singleton, Uralla, Walcha and Wyong. Hawkesbury LGA has not been included in this regional profile.

The study area has the following features:

Population

The population of the Lower North East study area is quite homogenous with most of the population being Australian-born, Anglican, and English-speaking and living in separate houses.

Populations increased by an average of 5.11% between 1991 and 1996. The three LGAs, which experienced negative growth, were the inland LGAs of Armidale, Uralla and Walcha. Growth in the other LGAs ranged from 1.15% in Cessnock to 17.35% in Port Stephens, with the greatest areas of growth being in the coastal retirement and commuter belt.

In 1996, the Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander community in the study area comprised 1.94% of the population (19 150 people). Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander communities have grown over the intercensal period by around 1% in all LGAs in the Lower North East study area. This could be attributed at least in part to an increase in people identifying as Aboriginals and/or Torres Strait Islanders, and to an increase in the number of people responding to the census. The highest proportions of Aboriginals and/or Torres Strait Islanders in 1996 were found in the inland LGAs of Kempsey, Walcha, Armidale and Uralla.

The population is ageing at a fairly rapid rate. The median age in all LGAs except Wyong LGA, increased by two years or more over the intercensal period. The median age for the Lower North East study area in 1996 was 36 years compared to 34 years in New South Wales. In the 1996 census, 20.04% of the population was aged over 60 years compared with 16.5% of the New South Wales population.

In the 1996 census, 22.24% of the population was aged under 15 years compared with 21.3% of the New South Wales population.

Labour force

With the exception of the inland LGAs of Dumaresq, Dungog, Scone and Singleton, all the LGAs had unemployment rates equal to or higher than the New South Wales unemployment rate of 8.82%. The unemployment rate in 13 out of 23 LGAs decreased in the intercensal period. The Lower North East unemployment rate of 11.8% was exceeded in 11 out of 23 LGAs in the study area. The highest unemployment rates were recorded in Kempsey, Nambucca, Hastings and Great Lakes LGAs. The three largest employment groups in the LGA are intermediate clerical, sales and service workers, professionals, and tradespersons and related workers. These occupational categories also dominate the employment profile in New South Wales.

In 1996, the largest category of the Lower North East study area workforce (19.06%) was that of workers aged between 35 and 44 years.

The largest employers in the study area were the wholesale and retail trade, manufacturing and health and community services. Manufacturing tends to be located around the larger populated areas and is focused on primary production related industries (such as abattoirs and food processing businesses). In New South Wales, the major employers were the wholesale and retail trade, manufacturing and property and business services. 

The 1996 census records a total of 3312 people employed in the timber industry across the LGAs. This is an increase of 4.22% from 1991 when 3178 people were employed in the industry. The LGAs with the largest numbers of people employed in the industry in 1996 were Wyong, Gosford, Lake Macquarie, Greater Taree and Hastings. Those with the lowest were Dumaresq, Scone and Singleton.

The Lower North East study area has a lower labour force participation rate than the State as a whole, with a rate of 54.42% compared to 59.10% in New South Wales. This is likely to be influenced by the higher proportion of people over 60 years in the study area. The LGAs with the highest unemployment rates were Kempsey, Nambucca, Hastings and Great Lakes. Those with an unemployment rate below the New South Wales average were Dumaresq, Gosford, Singleton and Dungog.
Other characteristics

The study region has a similar educational participation rate to that of New South Wales at primary, secondary and post-secondary levels. 41.39% of the Lower North East population left school aged 15 years or less. 

The dominant areas of qualification in the study area were classified by the ABS as engineering, business and administration, and health. About 5.08% of the study area’s population hold tertiary qualifications compared with 8.49% of people in New South Wales.

The study area had a slightly lower median weekly household income than New South Wales, having a median of between $500 and $699 compared with New South Wales which had a median of $652 per week. The median individual weekly income in New South Wales of $298 per week fell within the median range for the Lower North East of $200 to $299. LGAs with the lowest individual incomes were Bellingen, Great Lakes, Kempsey, Nambucca and Nundle. The two LGAs with a median weekly income larger than the New South Wales average were Muswellbrook and Singleton. The levels for median family incomes generally corresponded with those for individual incomes.

In 1996, the Lower North East study area had a majority of monthly mortgage repayments within the range $600 to $799, considerably less than the median monthly mortgage for New South Wales of $906. While the New South Wales rate would have been affected by Sydney mortgage rates, it also reflects the low value of housing and the high proportion of home ownership in the study area. The median weekly rent for the study area was between $100 and $199 per week compared to the New South Wales median rent of $142 per week.

Summary of characteristics in relation to forest use and management

LGA
Relationship between socio-demographic trends and forests

Armidale
· Population decline of 0.23% a year

· Third highest Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander population of Lower North East study area at 4.8%

· Lowest median age (27) and dependency ratio (31.95%) of Lower North East study area

Bellingen
· Steady population growth of a little over 1% a year

· Third highest unemployment rate of LGAs at 18.6% 

· Third lowest individual and household incomes

· High dependence on employment in the timber industry and a 12.65% decline in jobs in this industry between 1991 and 1996

Cessnock
· Slow population growth of 0.23% a year

· Mid-range unemployment rate for Lower North East study area at 13.1%

· Median individual and household incomes well below State averages

Dumaresq
· Very high proportion of people employed in primary industries

· Lowest numbers in timber industry of Lower North East study area

· Lowest unemployment rate (5.4%) of Lower North East study area but high youth unemployment

Dungog
· Slow rate of population growth at less than 1% a year

· Low unemployment rate (8.6%) but high youth unemployment

· High proportion of population (20%) employed in primary industries 

Gloucester
· Slow growth rate, population relatively stable since 1950

· High proportion of employment in primary industries and high dependency on timber industry for employment

Gosford
· Very high growth rate, third highest in Lower North East study area at 2.5% a year

· High dependence on timber industry for employment with largest number of workers in LNE study area

· Low unemployment rate (8.8%) for Lower North East study area but same as State rate

Great Lakes
· High growth rate at 2% a year

· Highest median age (44) and dependency ratio (43.96%)of all LGAs in study area

· Unemployment rate (15.4%), almost twice State rate

· Second lowest income levels, both individual and household in Lower North East study area

Greater Taree
· Medium growth rate at around 1% a year

· High dependence on timber industry for employment and 7% increase in jobs in industry between 1991 and 1996

· High unemployment rate (14.2%), well above Lower North East average

· Low median individual incomes

Hastings
· Very high population growth at over 3% a year, second highest of all LGAs in study area

· High unemployment rate (16.1%), well above State and Lower North East averages

· Low median individual incomes and high rents

Kempsey
· Slow growth rate of just under 1% a year

· Highest unemployment of all LGAs in study area at 19.6%

· Highest Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander population of all Lower North East study areas at 6.78%

· Large decline in employment in primary industries (8.6%) between 1991 and 1996

· Very low median individual and household incomes

Lake Macquarie
· Medium growth rate of over 1% a year

· Very low proportion of workers in primary industries at 0.63%

· Very high number of workers in the timber industry and a 12.9% increase between 1991 and 1996

Maitland
· Steady growth rate at 1.27% a year

· Fourth lowest median age of LGAs in study area at 31 years

· Unemployment rate (10.5%) below Lower North East area but above State rate

Muswellbrook
· Slow population growth at 0.5% a year

· Second lowest median age of Lower North East area at 31

· Second highest median individual and household incomes, well above State medians

Nambucca
· State forests cover 35% of LGA

· Second highest unemployment rate of study LGAs at 19.3%

· Lowest median individual and household incomes of all Lower North East study areas

· High proportion of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders at 4.45%

· High median age at 39 (NSW 34)

· High dependence on the timber industry for employment and 27.68% loss of jobs in this industry between 1991 and 1996

Newcastle
· Slow growth rate at 0.36% a year

· Lowest dependency on primary industries of all LGAs at 0.41% employment in these industries

· Lower median individual and household incomes than New South Wales 

· High median rents and mortgage payments

Nundle
· Third highest median age (40) and high percentage decline in 15 to 30 age group

· High proportion of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders at 3.66%

· High dependency on primary industries for employment with 43.56% employed in this category

· Very low median individual and household incomes

Port Stephens
· Highest growth rate of all LGA study areas at 3.5% a year

· Average unemployment levels for LGAs in study area

Scone
· Low growth rate at 0.3% a year

· Third lowest unemployment rate (7.7%) of LGAs in study area and below State rate

· High level of dependence on primary industries for employment but low dependence on the timber industry

Singleton
· Slow growth rate at 0.3% a year

· Second lowest median age of LNE study area at 31

· Second lowest unemployment rate at 6.8% and well below State average

Uralla
· Slight decline in population

· High proportion of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders (4.53%)

· High numbers employed in primary industries at 22.47%

· Low dependence on the timber industry, with 23 employees

Walcha
· Major population decline of more than 2% a year

· High dependence on primary industries, employing 48.77% of the population

· 5.46% of labour force employed in timber industry

· Second highest proportion of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders of all LGAs in study area at 5.14%

· An unemployment rate of 8.9%, close to State rate and lower than Lower North East study area 

Wyong
· Very high growth rate of over 3% a year

· High dependency ratio at 41.09%

· Large numbers of people employed in the timber industry and a 30% increase of employment in industry between 1991 and 1996

· An unemployment rate of 12.5%, above the Lower North East rate (11.84%)

· Median individual and household incomes well below state medians

· Very high median rents and mortgage payments compared to Lower North East

Armidale LGA

Armidale LGA covers 34 square kilometres in the upper reaches of the Lower North East study area. The major population centre in the LGA is Armidale, with a population of 21 330. 

The major industry in the LGA is education, with the University of New England being the principal educational institution. Rural industries include production of high grade fine wool, sheep studs, timber processing, dairying and production of stone fruit and potatoes. Tourism is also an important industry.

Armidale LGA is on the New England highway and has an airport at Armidale. The area includes the World Heritage listed New England National Park.

Population

The population of the Armidale LGA decreased by 245 between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 21 330 people. In this period the median age for the LGA increased from 25 to 27 years and the number of people under 15 years declined by 84 people. Armidale LGA had the lowest median age of all LGAs in the study area, both in 1991 and 1996. The age structure chart for the Armidale LGA showed the LGA had a much higher proportion of people aged 15 to 24 than found in New South Wales and the Lower North East in both 1991 and 1996. This variation was between 4% and 8%. The chart also showed the LGA had a lower proportion of people aged over 30 years than found in the Lower North East or New South Wales in both 1991 and 1996. The 1996 dependency ratio in the LGA was 31.95.

In 1996 84.4% of the population was Australian-born and most were Anglican and English speaking. In the 1996 census, 1024 people were identified as being Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, an increase of 190 from the 1991 census data. 

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 1028 people were unemployed in a labour force of 8872, with an unemployment rate of 11.58%. The workforce participation rate was 53.5%. 

In 1991, major industries recorded at the census in the LGA were classified by the ABS as: community services; the wholesale & retail trade; and recreational, personal and other services. Over one-third of employed people were employed in the community services sector which would have included education. 
In 1996 the major industry was education, followed by wholesale and retail trade and health and community services. Education employed 1898 people — 24.21% of the employed population — whereas in the Lower North East study region and in New South Wales, the sector employed around 7% of the working population.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 62 people, 23 in forestry and logging, 18 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 21 in other wood product manufacturing. This was an increase from 1991 when 50 people were employed in the industry. The greatest changes in employment were in forestry and logging with an increase of 14 more people employed in this category. In 1991, nine people were employed in forestry and logging, 20 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 21 in other wood product manufacturing.

Professionals were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (1925) followed by intermediate clerical, sales and service workers (1345). 

Most of the workforce was aged between 35 and 54 years and there were twice as many people aged between 15 and 19 years out of the workforce than in the workforce. At the 1996 census, 124 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Armidale LGA in 1996 was $262. Median weekly household income for the same period was between $564. 

Education

In 1996, 2175 attended primary schools and 1875 attended secondary schools, according to the census. This was an increase in primary school attendances from 1991 census data, which showed 2007, but a decrease in secondary school attendees (2066).

In 1991, 3903 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. This declined to 1973 people in 1996. 

The numbers attending post-compulsory educational institutions declined over the intercensal period from 4640 people in 1991 to 4209 people in 1996. The number of people recorded having qualifications rose by 413 people from 6814 to 7227 people. The 1996 census showed 2829 people held tertiary qualifications. In both 1991 and 1996 census records, the ABS recorded society and culture as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration, and education following in prominence. 

Health

Armidale has a public district hospital, a private hospital and community health facilities. The public hospital has 90 beds and provides a range of services to the New England electorate. These include surgical and specialist services; an intensive care unit; 24 hour emergency care unit; paediatric and maternity unit; mental health; and ophthalmology services. 

Co-located with the public hospital is Armidale Private Hospital, which also contracts services from the public hospital. This hospital has 32 beds, four day surgery beds, operating surgery facilities and a range of specialist doctors.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 census with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 261 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 66 over the same period. The number of semi-detached and townhouses also increased in this period while flats and apartment numbers remained constant. The 1996 census showed 2386 dwellings were owned, 1395 dwellings were being purchased and 2761 dwellings were rented.

In 1996, the median housing loan repayment was $780 a month and median rent was $125 a week. 
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Bellingen LGA

Bellingen LGA covers 1601 square kilometres in the far northern reaches of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA are Urunga, Bellingen, Dorrigo, and Mylestom. Forty per cent of Bellingen LGAs population lives in rural areas.

Major industries in the LGA include electrical engineering, dairying, pig farming, maize growing, logging and the production of maize and fruit. A more contemporary venture – Advanced Wind Technologies, which specialises in energy-producing windmills, can also be found in the LGA. The LGA includes good beaches, rainforests and spectacular scenery and has a tourism industry based on these features. 

The LGA includes three protected areas, the Deer Vale Nature Reserve, the Dorrigo National Park, the Bongil Bongil National Park and the New England National Park. Over one-third of the LGA is covered by State forests and national parks.

The area has a railway station at Urunga and is linked to the Pacific highway. The nearest airport is at Coffs Harbour. Local bus transport caters only for shoppers and is supplemented by a community bus that operates one day a week.

The Dorrigo Escarpment (part of the Great Dividing Range) forms a natural barrier across the LGA. The road to Dorrigo is steep and winding and Dorrigo is a half hour drive from Bellingen; 27.56% of the LGA population lives on the plateau. It is necessary to travel into town and out again in order to get to one area of the plateau from another as roads radiate from Dorrigo township. The major effect of the geography is that it creates a need to have services spread across the LGA. People who have low incomes and or lack private transport are especially affected by the geography.

Population

The population of the Bellingen LGA increased by 601 between the 1991 and 1996 censuses, to 12 253 people. While there was an overall population growth in the LGA, Dorrigo township continued to lose population at an increasing rate. This also occurred on the rural plateau and Mylestom while Bellingen township and the rural valley showed strong growth. Repton and Urunga populations remained stable.

The median age for the LGA increased from 35 years in 1991 to 37 years in 1996. This was a similar age profile to the study area that has a median age of 36 years, but it was older than the New South Wales median of 34 years. The number of people less than 15 years increased by only 44 between 1991 and 1996. The Bellingen LGA age structure chart shows the LGA had a much lower youth population than New South Wales or the Lower North East as a whole (up to 3.5% less) and a higher proportion of people aged 55 to 69 years. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 40.91%. 

In 1996 86.6% of the population was Australian-born and most were Anglican and English speaking. There were 249 people (2.3%) identified as being Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders at the 1996 census, an increase of 99 people from the 1991 census data.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 878 people were unemployed in a labour force of 4718, an unemployment rate of 18.6%. This unemployment rate is over 50% higher than that of New South Wales. The workforce participation rate was 51.4%.

In 1991, major industries recorded at the census in the LGA were classified by the ABS as community services, the wholesale and retail trade, and manufacturing. 

In 1996, the largest industry in the LGA was wholesale and retail trade, followed by agriculture, forestry and fishing and manufacturing. The proportion employed in wholesale and retail trade was around 5% less than found in New South Wales and the Lower North East region. Agriculture, forestry and fishing comprised almost 13% of the workforce whereas approximately 4% of the workforces in the Lower North East and New South Wales were employed in this sector. 

The timber industry in 1996 employed 221 people, 55 in forestry and logging, 131 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 35 in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 253 people were employed in the industry.

Professionals were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (652 people), followed by managers and administrators (549) and tradespersons and related workers (510).

Most of the workforce was aged between 35 and 54 years and there were almost twice as many people out of the labour force as there were in the labour force in the 55 to 64 years and 15 to 19 years age categories. At the 1996 census, there were 125 people over the age of 65 years recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Bellingen LGA in 1996 was $223. Median weekly household income for the same period was $419. This compares to a New South Wales median individual income of $336 and a median household income of $660.

Education

The LGA has six public primary schools and four private primary schools as well as high schools at Dorrigo and Bellingen. Preschools service Dorrigo, Bellingen, Urunga and the Bellingen Valley. 

In 1996, 1516 people attended primary schools and 974 attended secondary schools according to the census. This was an increase at both levels from 1991 census data which showed primary school attendances were 1443 and secondary attendances were 806.

In 1991, 1852 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, this figure was recorded as 1850. 

The number attending post-compulsory educational institutions increased over the intercensal period, from 382 people in 1991 to 417 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 489 people from 3209 to 3698 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 674 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 census records, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with health being overtaken by business and administration, between the 1991 and 1996 censuses.

The Bellingen Shire Council noted in its 1998 community profile that funding cuts to Bellingen Enterprise Support Team in Bellingen township have severely limited the number of courses the organisation is able to offer unemployed people designed to improve their employment potential.

Health

There are hospitals at Dorrigo and Bellingen. Respite services, dementia day care and home care are amongst services available for the elderly. The LGA also has drug and alcohol counselling and assessment, baby health, community health, mental health counselling, sexual assault counselling, general counselling and women’s health services, mostly located at Bellingen or provided as outreach services.

Demographic data from the ABS showed that in 1995 Bellingen population had a birth rate of 12.2 births per 1000 and a death rate of 6.8 deaths per 1000.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 461 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 54 over the same period. The number of semi-detached houses and townhouses increased over this period but the number of recorded flats or apartments decreased by 29 — possibly due to a change in ABS classification protocol rather than to a loss of actual structures. 

The Bellingen Shire Council noted in its 1998 Community Profile that housing production has not kept pace with population growth since 1986. There is a trend towards a shift in population from Dorrigo and the Rural Plateau and Mystom, to Bellingen township and the Rural Valley. Demand for housing is unpredictable and waiting list figures fluctuate. Applicants often find alternative accommodation or move from the area. This may have implications for the provision of social services or the growing number of young people in the LGA and an ageing population. 

The 1996 census showed 2323 dwellings were owned, 867 dwellings were being purchased and 1021 dwellings were being rented.

In 1996, median housing repayment was $629 per month and median rent was $110 per week.
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Cessnock LGA

Cessnock LGA covers 1965 square kilometres in the south west of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA are Cessnock, Bellbird, Kurri Kurri, Weston, Branxton, Greta, Heddon, Paxton, Ellalong, Millfield, Rothbury North, Neath, Kitchener and Mulbring. 

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include coal mining, the Alcan aluminium plant, clothing industries, light engineering, service industries and tourism. Viticulture, dairying, cattle breeding, timber milling, pottery, and harness and greyhound racing are also important industries. The economy is gradually changing from industrial to services based on hospitality in the vineyard districts.

The LGA includes Yengo National Park. The area has an airport at Cessnock and has links to the New England highway and the Sydney–Newcastle freeway.

Population

The population of the Cessnock LGA increased by 503 between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 44 362 in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 32 years to the New South Wales median of 34 years, but is lower than the median for the study area (36). The number of people less than 15 years decreased by 483 between 1991 and 1996. The Cessnock LGA age structure chart shows the population within the LGA generally parallelled the populations of New South Wales and the Lower North East. Cessnock LGA has a slightly older youth population and a lower proportion of people aged 60 to 85 than found in the Lower North East study area. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 36.14%.

In 1996, 89.9% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and were English speaking. At the 1996 census, 853 people identified as being Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, an increase of 324 from the 1991 census data.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 2370 people were unemployed in a labour force of 18 082, an unemployment rate of 13.1%. The workforce participation rate was 53.26%.

In 1991, major industries recorded at the census in the LGA were classified by the ABS as manufacturing, the wholesale and retail trade and community services.

In 1996, the largest industry in the Cessnock LGA was wholesale and retail trade, followed by manufacturing and mining. The proportion involved in manufacturing in the LGA was around 4% higher than in the Lower North East or New South Wales, whereas mining employed between 8 and 10% more than in the Lower North East and New South Wales. 

The timber industry in 1996 employed 102 people, 30 in forestry and logging, 33 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 39 in other wood product manufacturing. This was an increase from 1991 when 95 people were employed in the industry. The greatest changes in employment were in other wood product manufacturing, with an increase of nine people in this category. In 1991, 30 people were employed in forestry and logging, 35 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 30 in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (2885 people), followed by intermediate production and transport workers (2831) and intermediate clerical, sales and service workers (2139). 

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 54 years and there were twice as many people aged 55 to 64 out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 175 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Cessnock LGA in 1996 was $251. Median weekly household income for the same period was $545. 

Education

In 1996, 4651 children attended primary schools and 3017 children attended secondary schools, according to the census. This was a decrease from 1991 when 4733 children attended primary school and 3035 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 16 381 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, this group was recorded as 15 676 people.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 2150 people in 1991 to 1949 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 1080 people from 11 363 to 12 443 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 1068 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with health being overtaken by business and administration between the 1991 and 1996 census. 

Health

There are two hospitals in the LGA, located at Cessnock and Kurri Kurri. Community Health at both locations provides a comprehensive range of services.

Cessnock hospital has 85 beds and 200 full-time equivalent staff. Services provided by the hospital include general surgery, obstetric and orthopaedic wards, and a 24 hour accident and emergency department. The hospital also provides allied health services such as dietetics, speech pathology, physiotherapy and X-rays.

The hospital at Kurri Kurri is a specialist rural centre for eye surgery and ears, nose and throat surgery. It has 41 beds, an acute care facility and medical ward, and provides general surgery and allied health services.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 914 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 276 over the same period. The number of semi-detached houses and townhouses, apartments and flats also increased. 

The 1996 census showed 7970 dwellings were owned, 3891 dwellings were being purchased and 2964 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, median housing loan repayment was $693 per month and median rent was $110 per week. 
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Dumaresq LGA

Dumaresq LGA covers 4193 square kilometres in the upper north region of the Lower North East study area. There are no major population centres in the LGA, but smaller localities include Argyle, Boorolong, Brooklyn, Dangarsleigh, Duval, Hillgrove, Palmerston, Rockvale, Stockton, Styx River and Wollomoombi. 

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include wool production, cattle production and the Hillgrove mine. The area has some beautiful scenic areas and some very rugged terrain. The Wollombi Falls, Dangar Falls and the Blue Hole are major tourist attractions.

The LGA includes Cathedral Rock National Park, Georges Creek Nature Reserve, Oxley Wild Rivers National Park, Serpentine National Park and the Castles Flora Reserves. The closest airport is at Armidale and the LGA has links to the New England highway.

Population

The population of the Dumaresq LGA increased by 76 between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 3835 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 32 to 36 years in 1996, which is higher than the New South Wales median of 34 years, and equal to the median for the study area. The number of people less than 15 years increased by 10 between 1991 and 1996. While the Dumaresq LGA age structure chart shows the population generally follows the trend for New South Wales and the Lower North East region populations, Dumaresq LGA has a youth population around 2% higher than these populations, about 2% fewer people aged 25 to 29 and an increasing number of people in the 40 to 44 year age group. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 34.70%.

In 1996, 89.8% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English speaking. At the 1996 census 48 people identified as being Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, an increase of 20 people from the 1991 census data and representing 1.25% of the population. 

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 106 people were unemployed in a labour force of 1962 people with an unemployment rate of 5.4%, the lowest in the study area. The workforce participation rate was 67.96%, the highest in the study area.

In 1991, major industries of employment in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, the community services and wholesale and retail trade. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting represented 30.4% of the employed population.

Agriculture, forestry and fishing was the dominant industry category of employment in the study area in 1996, employing around 27% of the workforce compared to around 4% of the workforce in the Lower North East and in New South Wales. Education and wholesale and retail trades were also large employers in the LGA.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 11 people, 5 in forestry and logging, none in sawmilling and timber dressing and 6 in other wood product manufacturing. This was an increase from 1991 when 8 people were employed in the industry. The greatest changes in employment were in forestry and logging, with an increase of 5 people employed in this category. In 1991 no people were employed in forestry and logging, 3 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 5 in other wood product manufacturing.

Managers and administrators were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (484 people), followed by professionals (391) and intermediate production and transport workers (208).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 54 years and there were almost twice as many people aged 15 to 19 out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 115 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Dumaresq LGA in 1996 was $336. Median weekly household income for the same period was $649. 

Education

The census showed 460 children attended primary schools and 367 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase from 1991 when 437 children attended primary school and 352 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 812 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, this group was recorded as 698 people.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 323 people in 1991 to 258 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 140 people from 1340 to 1480 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 512 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, business and administration was second in the 1991 census and society and culture second in the 1996 census. 

Health

Dumaresq LGA, having no major settlements, has no health services. Residents of the shire would use health facilities in Armidale, their nearest larger town.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 103 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by four over the same period. While there were six semi-detached dwellings and townhouses recorded at the 1991 census, there were none recorded at the 1996 census. This could have been due to changes in dwelling classification. 

The 1996 census showed 699 dwellings were owned, 237 dwellings were being purchased and 245 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, median housing loan repayment was $853 per month and median rent was $60 per week. The average household size in 1996 was 2.9 people, the highest in the study area.
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Dungog LGA

Dungog LGA covers 2250 square kilometres in the central region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include Dungog, Clarence Town, Paterson, Gresford East and Gresford West.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include dairying, grazing and timber cutting and to a lesser extent poultry and deer farming, hydroponics and tourism. 

The area includes the Barrington Tops National Park. There is no airport in the LGA and the LGA is not directly linked to major highways.

Population

The population of the Dungog LGA increased by 294 between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 7658 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 34 years to 36 years in 1996, higher than the NSW median (34), and equal to the median for the study area (36). The number of people less than 15 years increased by 23 between 1991 and 1996. The Dungog LGA age structure chart shows the population aged 20 to 24 years was about 2% lower than in either New South Wales or the Lower North East study area — suggesting an exodus to employment and educational opportunities. The LGA also had around 1% more people aged 55 to 59 years and around 2% more aged 5 to 9 years. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 37.61%.

In 1996, 92.5% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census, 140 people identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, an increase of 96 people, and three times the population of the 1991 census data. This population comprises 0.6% of Dungog LGA, which shares the lowest proportion of this group in the study area.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 290 were unemployed in a labour force of 3337 people, an unemployment rate of 8.7%. The workforce participation rate was 57.48%.

In 1991, major industries of employment in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting; community services; and wholesale and retail trade. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 20.0% of the employed population.

In 1996, the dominant industry of employment remained agriculture, forestry and fishing but wholesale and retail trade increased its profile and manufacturing became third largest employer. Agriculture, forestry and fishing employed 17.56% of the labour force.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 75 people, 20 in forestry and logging, 42 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 13 in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 77 people were employed in the industry. In 1991, 24 people were employed in forestry and logging, 44 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 9 in other wood product manufacturing.

Managers and administrators were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (543 people), followed by professionals (395) and labourers and related workers (375).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 54 years and there were almost twice as many people aged 15 to 19 out of the labour force than in the labour force and almost equal numbers in each category for people aged 55 to 64 years. At the 1996 census, 123 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Dungog LGA in 1996 was $264. Median weekly household income for the same period was $544. 

Education

The census showed 934 children attended primary schools and 544 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase from 1991 when 816 children attended primary school and 541 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 2607 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, this group was recorded as 2538 people.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 294 people in 1991 to 278 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 235 people from 2038 to 2273 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 348 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, business and administration and health were next in both 1991 and 1996. 

Health

Dungog has a hospital and community health services, a weekly early childhood clinic, and two pharmacies, two doctors and an ambulance station. The hospital, which has 15 beds, services the LGA and areas beyond. Services provided by the hospital include diagnostic and medical, as well as 24-hour accident and emergency and in-patient care. The community health services are provided by the hospital on a part-time basis, with the exception of the community nurse who is available full-time. Community health services and an early childhood clinic are also available in Gresford and Paterson.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 146 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses decreased by 25 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, apartments and flats also increased.

The 1996 census showed 1453 dwellings were owned, 646 dwellings were being purchased and 4394 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing loan repayment was $693 per month and median rent was $95 per week. 

The average household size in 1996 was 2.7 people.
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Gloucester LGA

Gloucester LGA covers 2949 square kilometres in the central region of the Lower North East study area. There is only one major population centre in the LGA, Gloucester, but smaller localities include Barrington, Bindera, Copeland, Craven, Forbesdale, Maudville, Myra, Stratford, Tibbuc and Wallanbah. 

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include timber cutting, dairying, beef cattle grazing and tourism based around outdoor pursuits. 

The area includes the Barrington Tops National Park, Camels Hump Nature Reserve and the Woko National Park. There is no airport in the LGA and the LGA is not directly linked to major highways.

Population

The population of the Gloucester LGA increased by 158 between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 4816 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 37 to 38 years in 1996, higher than the New South Wales median (34) and the median for the study area (36). The number of people less than 15 years increased by two between 1991 and 1996. The Gloucester LGA age structure chart shows the age profile generally follows that of the Lower North East and New South Wales, but has a much lower proportion of people aged 20 to 24 years than found in New South Wales (around 1.5%). The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 39.67%.

In 1996, 90.6% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census, 101 people identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, an increase of 44 people from the 1991 census data, and representing 2.10% of the population.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 196 people were unemployed in a labour force of 2025, an unemployment rate of 9.7%. The workforce participation rate was 54.43%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting; wholesale and retail trade; and community services. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 24.8% of the employed population.

In 1996, agriculture, forestry and fishing continued to be the dominant industry of employment followed by wholesale and retail trade, but manufacturing increased its profile as an employer, overtaking community services for third ranked industry. With 22.86% of the labour force, agriculture, forestry and fishing had six times more people proportionally in this sector than there were in either New South Wales or the Lower North East. 

The timber industry in 1996 employed 126 people, 35 in forestry and logging, 87 in sawmilling and timber dressing and four in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 145 people were employed in the industry. The greatest changes in employment were in sawmilling and timber dressing, with a decrease of 23 people employed in this category. In 1991 35 people were employed in forestry and logging, 110 in sawmilling and timber dressing and none in other wood product manufacturing.

Managers and administrators were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (411 people), followed by intermediate clerical, sales and production workers (217) and intermediate production and transport workers (213).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 54 years and there were almost equal numbers in the workforce and out of the workforce aged 55 to 64 years and 15 to 19 years. At the 1996 census, 99 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Gloucester LGA in 1996 was $248. Median weekly household income for the same period was $475. 

Education

The census showed 503 children attended primary schools and 377 children attended secondary schools in 1996. There was a decrease in enrolments from 1991 for primary schools when 526 children attended and an increase for secondary schools when 330 children attended. 

In 1991, 1716 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 1752 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 97 people in 1991 to 62 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 164 people from 1133 to 1297 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 194 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications. Health and business and administration were next in both 1991 and 1996. 

Health

Gloucester has a range of health services including a hospital, community health service, ambulance service, four doctors, visiting surgeon, a pharmacy and a dentist.

The hospital has 18 acute beds, two maternity/obstetric and 15 long stay geriatric beds. The hospital has a 24-hour accident and emergency service, and an operating theatre for general and ophthalmic surgery. In the grounds of the hospital are a 25-bed nursing home, a 20-bed hostel and a community health service.

ABS demographic figures showed Gloucester LGA had a birth rate of 12.9 per 1000 and a death rate of 8.4 per 1000 in 1995. Gloucester LGA had almost three times more hospital admissions for people aged 0–4 years than New South Wales in 1995–96.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 155 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 68 over the same period. The number of apartments and flats also increased.

The 1996 census showed 983 dwellings were owned, 305 dwellings were being purchased and 383 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $693 per month and the median rent was $95 per week. The average household size in 1996 was 2.6 people.
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Gosford LGA

Gosford LGA covers 939 square kilometres in the south eastern region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include Wagstaff, Killcare, Macmasters Beach, Mooney Mooney, Gosford, Patonga and Woy Woy. 

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include tourism (particularly that based on surfing and fishing), service industries, and commercial and light to medium industrial operations, including sandstone quarrying. Local primary industries include citrus fruit, passionfruit and vegetable growing, dairying, poultry farming, mixed farming and timber cutting. The area is a popular retirement district and commuter satellite district, and Gosford City is a service centre for the central coast region. 

The Boudi National Park, Brisbane Water National Park, Cockle Bay Nature Reserve and Davidson Park State Recreation area, Dharug National Park, Ku-ring-Gai Chase National Park, Muogammarra Nature Reserves, Popran National Park and the Wyrrabalong National Park are major protected areas in the Gosford LGA.

Gosford LGA has an airport at Gosford and the LGA has links to the Pacific highway. The efficient rail service and the Sydney–Newcastle expressway allow hundreds of Gosford residents to commute to Sydney for employment each day — making it almost a satellite town. 

Population

The population of the Gosford LGA increased by 15 899 between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 144 840 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 35 to 36 years in 1996, higher than the New South Wales median of 34 years, and equal to the median for the study area (36). The number of people less than 15 years increased by 3301 between 1991 and 1996. The Gosford LGA age structure chart showed that in 1991 and 1996, the area had around 1% to 1.5% fewer people aged 20 to 24 years and around 1% more people aged 60 to 74 years than found in New South Wales. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 39.50%.

In 1996, 82.1% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. This was the lowest Australian-born population of LGAs in the study area. At the 1996 census 1620 people identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, over twice the number identified in the 1991 census data (778). At 0.6% of the 1996 population, this LGA (with Dungog LGA) had the lowest proportion of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people in the study area in both 1991 and 1996. 

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 5510 people were unemployed in a labour force of 62 887, an unemployment rate of 8.8%. The workforce participation rate was 55.94%.

In 1991, major industries of employment in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as wholesale and retail trade, community services, and finance, property and business services. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 1.6% of the employed population.

In 1996, the major industry of employment in the Gosford LGA continued to be the wholesale and retail trade, followed by health and community services. Manufacturing gained prominence over property and business services in this time. Agriculture, forestry and fishing employed only 1.43% of the workforce, around half the proportion employed in New South Wales and the Lower North East study area.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 385 people, 17 in forestry and logging, 33 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 335 in other wood product manufacturing. This was an increase from 1991 when 270 people were employed in the industry. The greatest changes in employment were other wood product manufacturing, with an increase of 138 people employed in this category. In 1991 26 people were employed in forestry and logging, 47 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 197 in other wood product manufacturing.

Intermediate clerical, sales and service workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (9761 people), followed by professionals (9485) and tradespersons and related workers (7913).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years with almost one-third more people aged 55 to 64 out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 835 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce. 

Median weekly individual income in the Gosford LGA in 1996 was $301. Median weekly household income for the same period was $594. 

Education

The census showed 14 751 children attended primary schools and 10 022 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase from 1991 when 12 681 children attended primary school and 8608 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 41 777 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, this figure was recorded as 43 422 people.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 5690 people in 1991 to 6752 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 7828 people from 41 593 to 49 421 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 8226 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration and health next in both censuses. 

Health

Gosford LGA has two public hospitals and two private hospitals. The largest hospital is Gosford Hospital, a level five teaching hospital, with 442 acute care beds and 30 mental health beds. It has full medical and surgical facilities, accident and emergency, endoscopy, an oncology unit, and obstetrical and paediatric facilities. The other public hospital in the LGA, Woy Woy Hospital, has 63 beds and is principally a rehabilitation unit as well as providing beds for aged people awaiting places in nursing homes.

North Gosford Private Hospital has 130 beds providing general medical and surgical treatment and Brisbane Waters Private Hospital has 95 beds with general medical and surgical facilities as well as a specialist cardiovascular unit.

Other health and allied services in the LGA include six early childhood health clinics, a community women’s health centre, and two community health centres.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 2822 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses decreased by 533 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses and flats, units or apartments increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 24 280 dwellings were owned, 14 013 dwellings were being purchased and 14 530 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $878 per month and the median rent was $150 per week, highest in the Lower North East study area. 

The average household size in 1996 was 2.6 people.
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Great Lakes LGA

Great Lakes LGA covers 3374 square kilometres in the south eastern region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include Forster-Tuncurry, Hawks Nest, Bulahdelah, Tea Gardens, Smiths Lake, Stroud, Pacific Palms, Blueys Beach, Nabiac, Green Point, North Arm Cove and Coomba Park.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include tourism, fishing, forestry, poultry raising, oyster farming and building. Tourism focuses on outdoor activities and house boating.

Major protected areas in the Great Lakes LGA include the Bandicoot Island Nature Reserve, Boondelbah Nature Reserve, Booti Booti National Park, Coolongolook Nature Reserve, John Gould Nature Reserve, Little Broughton Island Nature Reserve, Mills Island Nature Reserve, Myall Lakes National Park, Regatta Island Nature Reserve, Seal Rocks Nature Reserve, Wallis Lake Nature Reserve and the Yahoo Island Nature Reserve.

The Great Lakes LGA has an airport at Forster and road links to the Pacific highway.

Population

The population of the Great Lakes LGA increased by 2612 (10.04%) from the 1991 census to 28 609 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 42 to 44 years in 1996, higher than the medians for New South Wales (34 years) and the study area (36). Great Lakes LGA had the highest median age in the study area in both 1991 and 1996. The number of people under 15 years increased by 410 between 1991 and 1996. The age structure chart shows the LGA had a very different age profile to both New South Wales and the Lower North East study area, having up to 2.5% fewer people aged 15 to 29 years and up to 3.5% more people aged between 60 and 74 years. This could be attributed to the area’s popularity as a retirement location and the relatively low opportunities for employment in the area. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 43.96%. This was the highest dependency ratio in the study area.

In 1996, 86.7% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census, 653 people identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders compared with 392 who identified in the 1991 census, a 66.58% increase over the period. In 1996 Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders comprised 2.28% of the population.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 1507 people were unemployed in a labour force of 9814 people, an unemployment rate of 15.4%. The workforce participation rate was 42.48%, the lowest in the study area.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as wholesale and retail trade, community services, and recreation, personal and other services. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 663 people (8.9%).

The employment profile in 1996 was much different. While wholesale and retail trade continued to be the dominant industry of employment, manufacturing and accommodation, cafes and restaurants moved into second and third ranked employers. In 1996, the agriculture, forestry and fishing sector employed 8.39% of the labour force.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 276 people, 51 in forestry and logging, 162 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 63 in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 284 people were employed in the industry. There were changes in all categories, with less employed in forestry and logging and sawmilling and timber dressing and more in other wood product manufacturing. In 1991 66 people were employed in forestry and logging, 177 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 41 in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (1174 people), followed by intermediate clerical, sales and service workers (1138) and associated professionals (1098).

Most of the labour force was aged between 55 and 64 years and there were twice as many people aged 55 to 64 years out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 302 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Great Lakes LGA in 1996 was $217. Median weekly household income for the same period was $409. 

Education

The census showed 2630 children attended primary schools and 1163 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase from 1991 for primary schools when 2270 children attended, and a decrease for secondary schools with 1548 children attending. 

In 1991, 10 371 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 11 439 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 862 people in 1991 to 395 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 1146 people from 7783 to 8929 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 1024 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration and architecture and building next at both censuses.

Health

Most community health services are outreach services from Taree, Gloucester and Forster-Tuncurry. Aged care services are outreach services from Wingham. Identified needs include extension of outreach community health services, a better public hospital in Forster-Tuncurry, an accident and emergency department in the hospital and increased specialist services.

There are hospitals at Bulahdelah and Forster-Tuncurry, community health centres at Bulahdelah, Forster-Tuncurry and Hawks Nest and early childhood centres at Forster, Hawks Nest and Kendall. 

ABS demographic statistics for 1995 showed Great Lakes LGA had almost identical birth and death rates, with 10.9 births per 1000 and 10.2 deaths per 1000. Great Lakes LGA had almost three times more hospital admissions than NSW in the 0–4 year age group in 1995–96.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 1152 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 51 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses and flats, units or apartments increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 6218 dwellings were owned, 1596 dwellings were being purchased and 2595 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $702 per month and the median rent was $120. 

The average household size in 1996 was 2.4 people, lowest in the study area and undoubtedly influenced by the high number of mature person households.
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Greater Taree LGA

Greater Taree LGA covers 3728 square kilometres in the central eastern region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include Taree, Wingham, Old Bar, Harrington, Tionee, Hallidays Point, Diamond Beach, Lansdowne, Coopernook, Manning Point, Wallabi Point.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include dairying, beef cattle grazing, mixed farming, oyster farming, boat building, timber cutting, automotive parts manufacture, heavy engineering, and clothing manufacturing. 

Major protected areas in the Greater Taree LGA include the Booti Booti State Recreation Area, the Coocumbac Island Nature Reserve, the Crowdy Bay National Park, the Khappinghat Nature Reserve and the Weelah Nature Reserve.

Greater Taree LGA has an airport at Taree and the LGA has links to the Pacific highway.

Population

The population of the Greater Taree LGA increased by 1923 (4.74%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 42 410 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 35 years to 37 years in 1996, higher than the NSW median (34 years) and the median for the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years increased by 1685 between 1991 and 1996. The proportion of people aged 15 to 29 years was 1.5 to 2.5% lower than found in the Lower North East study area and in New South Wales. The LGA had around 1% higher proportion of people between 50 and 74 years. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 39.76%.

In 1996, 91.1% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census 1217 people identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 795 who identified in the 1991 census. In 1996, Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders comprised 2.87% of the population.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 2348 people were unemployed in a labour force of 16 368 people with an unemployment rate of 14.3%. The workforce participation rate was 50.48%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as wholesale and retail trade, community services, and manufacturing. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 1127 people (8.3%).

In 1996, the major industry of employment remained the wholesale and retail trade, followed by manufacturing and health and community services. The proportion of people employed in manufacturing in the LGA was around 3% higher than were employed in the Lower North East study area or in New South Wales. Agriculture, forestry and fishing employed 8% of the workforce, double the proportion employed in the Lower North East or in New South Wales.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 319 people, 87 in forestry and logging, 80 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 152 in other wood product manufacturing. This was an increase from 1991 when 298 people were employed in the industry. All categories changed significantly between 1991 and 1996, with increases in forestry and logging and other wood product manufacturing and a decrease in sawmilling and timber dressing. In 1991, 51 people were employed in forestry and logging, 134 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 113 in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (1996 people), followed by professionals (1986) and labourers and related workers (1660).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years and there were more people aged 55 to 64 and 15 to 19 years out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 328 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Greater Taree LGA in 1996 was $235. Median weekly household income for the same period was $452. 

Education

The census showed 4754 children attended primary schools and 3086 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase from 1991 when 4416 children attended primary school and 3049 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 14 012 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, this group was recorded as 14 158 people.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 1441 people in 1991 to 1404 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 1025 people from 11, 293 to 12 318 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 1551 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration and health next in both censuses. 

Health

Greater Taree LGA has two hospitals, one at Taree and one at Wingham. Taree hospital has 176 beds and is a general surgical and medical hospital. Taree also has a community health centre, early childhood centre and women’s health centre.

Wingham Hospital is for primary and extended care, has 16 beds, and its principal role is assessment and rehabilitation. In the grounds of the hospital is a dementia unit and aged services. Once a month the hospital runs a limb clinic.

ABS demographic statistics showed that in 1995, the Greater Taree LGA had a birth rate of 12.3 per 1000, one-third higher than the proportion of deaths which were recorded at 8.6 per 1000. The LGA had almost three times the rate of hospital admissions than were recorded in NSW in 1995–96 in the 0–4 year age group.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 2822 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 307 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses and flats, units or apartments increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 7856 dwellings were owned, 3179 dwellings were being purchased and 3710 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $670 per month and the median rent was $100 per week. 

The average household size in 1996 was 2.6 people.
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Hastings LGA

Hastings LGA covers 3684 square kilometres in the central eastern region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include Port Macquarie, Camden Haven, Wauchope, Lake Cathie, Bonny Hills, Kendall and Beechwood.

The main industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include dairy farming, timber harvesting, fishing, minor manufacturing, building and land development, hospitality and tourism. 

Major protected areas in the Hastings LGA include the Boorgana Nature Reserve, Crowdy Bay National Park, Jasper Nature Reserve, Kattang Nature Reserve, Lake Innes Nature Reserve, Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve, Macquarie Nature Reserve, Sea Acres Nature Reserve and Werrikimbe National Park.

The Hastings LGA has an airport at Port Macquarie and the LGA has links to the Pacific highway and the Oxley highway.

Population

The population of the Hastings LGA increased by 7966 (15.92%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 58 010 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 39 years to 41 years in 1996, higher than the medians for NSW (34 years) and the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years increased by 1256 (11.71%) between 1991 and 1996. The Hastings LGA age structure chart showed the LGA had a significantly lower proportion of its population aged between 15 and 34 years (2 to 3% lower) and a much higher proportion aged 55 to 74 years (around 2%) when compared with the Lower North East study area and with New South Wales. This reflects the high unemployment in the area (16.1%), the absence of large educational institutions in the LGA and the attractiveness of the area for retirement. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 42.25%.

In 1996, 86.8% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census 943 people identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 431 who identified in the 1991 census, a 118.79% increase over the period. In 1996, Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders comprised 1.63% of the population.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 3553 people were unemployed in a labour force of 22 105, an unemployment rate of 16.1%. The workforce participation rate was 48.01%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as wholesale and retail trade, community services, and recreation, personal and other services. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 959 people (6.0%).

In 1996, the wholesale and retail trade continued to be the major employing industry, followed by health and community services and construction. The agriculture, forestry and fishing industry employed 5.3% of the labour force.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 329 people, 79 in forestry and logging, 150 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 100 in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 389 people were employed in the industry. The most significant declines were in forestry and logging and other wood product manufacturing. In 1991, 114 people were employed in forestry and logging, 157 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 118 in other wood product manufacturing.

Intermediate clerical, sales and service workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (3020 people), followed by professionals (2714) and tradespersons and related workers (2576).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years and there were twice as many people aged 55 to 64 years out of the labour force as in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 473 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Hastings LGA in 1996 was $235. Median weekly household income for the same period was $446. 

Education

The census showed 2755 children attended primary schools and 1921 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was a halving of the primary attendances and a doubling of the secondary from 1991 when 4867 children attended primary school and 3358 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 18 059 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 20 435 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 2106 people in 1991 to 1952 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 3245 people from 15 487 to 18 732 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 2537 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number of people held qualifications, with business and administration second. Architecture and building was displaced for third ranking in the 1996 census by health.

Health

The LGA has two public hospitals, a private hospital and a range of community health services.

Port Macquarie Base Hospital has 161 beds and is a privately owned hospital for public patients. It provides general medical and surgical care and a 24-hour accident and emergency service.

Port Macquarie Private Hospital is for private patients and has 84 beds, with general medical and surgical care, as well as post-natal care and a high dependency unit.

Wauchope District Memorial Hospital is a public hospital with 32 beds and provides general medical and some surgical care as well as accident and emergency and allied health services.

There are community health centres at three locations in the LGA and early childhood health clinics at five.

ABS demographic figures showed that in 1995 Hastings LGA had a birth rate of 11.4 per 1000 and a death rate of 10.2 per 1000. The 0–4 age group had three times more hospital admissions than New South Wales.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 2825 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 101 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses increased over the intercensal period and flats, units or apartments decreased in number, probably due to reclassification of dwellings. 

The 1996 census showed 10 615 dwellings were owned, 4010 dwellings were being purchased and 5451 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $758 per month and the median rent was $130 per week. The average household size in 1996 was 2.5 people.
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Kempsey LGA

Kempsey LGA covers 3377 square kilometres in the north eastern region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include Kempsey, South West Rocks, Crescent Head, Smithtown, Gladstone, Frederickton, Stuarts Point, Green Hill, and Hat Head.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include the Nestles Company, United Dairies, Akubra Hats, King Gee, Boral Bricks, and Allen Taylor Sawmills. Tourism is focused on the historic Trial Bay Gaol, beaches and use of national parks.

Major protected areas in the Kempsey LGA include the Arakoon State Recreation Area, Hat Head National Park, New England National Park, Willi Willi Caves Nature Reserve, Yarravel Nature Reserve.

The Kempsey LGA has an airport at Kempsey and the LGA has links to the Pacific highway.

Population

The population of the Kempsey LGA increased by 1126 (4.45%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 26 430 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 34 to 37 years in 1996, bring it higher than the medians for NSW (34 years) and the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years increased by 45 (0.71%) between 1991 and 1996. The chart showing the Kempsey LGA age structure shows there was a much lower proportion of young people (aged 15 to 29 years) in the LGA than in the Lower North East or in New South Wales (2 to 2.5%). Around the same proportions of people at all other age groups except those aged 5 to 14 years (around 1% more) and 60 to 64 years (around 1% more). The dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 39.15%.

In 1996, 89.4% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census 1793 people identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders compared with 1317 who identified in the 1991 census, a 36.14% increase over the period. With 6.78% of the population in this group, Kempsey had the highest proportion of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders in the study area in 1996.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 1959 people were unemployed in a labour force of 10 016 people with an unemployment rate of 19.6%, the highest in the study area. This was a decrease from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 22.5%, also the highest in the study area. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 49.91%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as wholesale and retail trade, community services, and manufacturing. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 959 people (9.2%).

In 1996, the main industries of employment remained the same as in 1991. However, the proportion employed in agriculture, forestry and fishing declined to 8.60%. 

The timber industry in 1996 employed 133 people, 41 in forestry and logging, 60 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 32 in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 143 people were employed in the industry. The most significant decline was in sawmilling and timber dressing. In 1991, 43 people were employed in forestry and logging, 74 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 26 in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (1133 people), followed by intermediate clerical, sales and service workers (1125) and professionals (1063).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years and there were more people aged 55 to 64 years and 15 to 19 years out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 190 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Kempsey LGA in 1996 was $217. Median weekly household income for the same period was $429. 

Education

The census showed 2923 children attended primary schools and 1935 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase in enrolments from 1991 when 2840 children attended primary school and 1874 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 8859 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 9023 people in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 963 people in 1991 to 913 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 968 people from 6377 to 7345 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 857 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration and health next at both censuses.

Health

Kempsey LGA has only one hospital, located at Kempsey. The hospital has 104 beds and provides general acute care such as medical, surgical, maternity and paediatric. Five doctors and two specialists staff it.

Also located in Kempsey is the Durri Aboriginal Health Service, which provides a range of medical and para-medical services, primarily to the Aboriginal population of Kempsey.

Other health services located in the LGA include two community health centres and four early childhood centres.

ABS demographic statistics show that in 1995 Kempsey LGA had a birth rate of 14.4 per 1000 and a death rate of 8.8 per 1000. There was three times the rate of hospital admission of New South Wales in 1995–96 in the 0–4 age group, and one-third more than the rate for New South Wales admitted in the 75+ age group.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 census, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 826 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 96 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 4869 dwellings were owned, 1716 dwellings were being purchased and 2331 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $607 month and the median rent was $100 per week. The average household size in 1996 was 2.6 people.
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Lake Macquarie LGA

Lake Macquarie LGA covers 643 square kilometres in the south eastern region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include some suburbs of Newcastle, Belmont, Wanti, Rathmines, Bonnells Bay, Avondale, Cooranbong, Wyee, Windermere Park, Dora Creek, Morisset, Nords Wharf, Killingworth, Yarrawonga Park, Silverwater, Mirrabooka, Brightwaters and Sunshine.

The largest industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include coal mining, power generation, manufacturing, and tourism focused on caves, beaches and resorts.

Protected areas in the Lake Macquarie LGA include the Awabakal Nature Reserve and the Glenrock State Recreation Area.

The Lake Macquarie LGA has the Aeropelican Airport at Belmont and the LGA has links to the Pacific highway and the Sydney–Newcastle freeway.

Population

The population of the Lake Macquarie LGA increased by 8398 (5.18%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 170 495 people in 1996. In both 1991 and 1996, the Lake Macquarie LGA had the largest population in the study area. The median age for the LGA increased from 33 to 35 years in 1996, bringing it higher than the median for New South Wales (34 years) but lower than that for the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years increased by 913 (2.45%) between 1991 and 1996 giving the LGA the greatest proportion of people under 15 in the study area in both 1991 and 1996. The Lake Macquarie LGA age structure generally parallels that of the Lower North East study area and New South Wales, but in the 15 to 29 year age group, the LGA and New South Wales have around 1% fewer than found in the Lower North East study area. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 36.16%.

In 1996, 87.3% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census 2774 people identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders compared with 1722 in the 1991 census, a 61.09% increase over the period. In 1996 this group comprised 1.63% of the population.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 8191 people were unemployed in a labour force of 75 375 people with an unemployment rate of 10.9%. This was a decrease from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 11.67%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 56.96%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as: wholesale and retail trade, community services, and manufacturing. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 372 people (0.6%).

In 1996, wholesale and retail trade remained the dominant employer but manufacturing overtook health and community services to become second-most important employer.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 315 people, 43 in forestry and logging, 22 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 250 in other wood product manufacturing. This was an increase from 1991 when 279 people were employed in the industry. There was an increase in all categories between 1991 and 1996. In 1991, 30 people were employed in forestry and logging, 16 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 233 in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (10 651 people), followed by intermediate clerical, sales and service workers (10 544) and professionals (10 706).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years and there were more people aged 55 to 64 years out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 556 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Great Lakes LGA in 1996 was $275. Median weekly household income for the same period was $603. 

Education

The census showed 17 631 children attended primary schools and 12 504 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase in enrolments from 1991 when 16 973 children attended primary school and 11 769 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 56 161 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 56 334 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 10 083 people in 1991 to 9787 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 5979 people from 50 031 to 56 010 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 9032 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration, and health next at both censuses.

Health

Lake Macquarie LGA has two public hospitals, two private hospitals, five community health services and three early childhood centres. 

The public hospital at Belmont has 100 beds, accident and emergency services, medical and surgical, obstetrics and gynaecology and allied health services. The other public hospital in the LGA is located at Morisset, has 136 beds and specialises in mental health.

Warners Bay Private Hospital has 76 beds and provides general surgery, some medical, day surgery, and some palliative care. It specialises in orthopaedic surgery and urology.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 4142 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 287 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 28 779 dwellings were owned, 16 142 dwellings were being purchased and 13 524 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $780 per month and the median rent was $125 per week. The average household size in 1996 was 2.7 people.
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Maitland LGA

Maitland LGA covers 391 square kilometres in the south eastern region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include Maitland, Greta East, Lochinvar and Windella Downs.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include P.G.H Pipes Australia, National Textiles, Visy Board P/L and tourism based on historic places, the Hunter Valley Steamfest and Hunter Valley wineries.

There are no major protected areas in the Maitland.

The Maitland LGA has an airport at Maitland and the LGA has links to the New England highway.

Population

The population of the Maitland LGA increased by 2983 (6.35%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 49 941 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 30 to 32 years in 1996, making it lower than the median for NSW (34 years) and the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years increased by 357 (2.95%) between 1991 and 1996. While the population structure shown in the Maitland LGA age structure chart generally parallelled that for New South Wales and the Lower North East study area, the chart showed the LGA has 1 to 1.5% more people in the 0 to 14 year age group and around 1% less in the 55 to 69 year age group. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 35.41%.

In 1996, 89.9% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census 847 people or 1.7% identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 501 who identified in the 1991 census, a 69.06% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 2381 people were unemployed in a labour force of 22 670, an unemployment rate of 10.5%. This was a slight increase from 1991, when the unemployment rate was 10.34%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 60.43%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as wholesale and retail trade, manufacturing, and community services. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 528 people (2.7%).

In 1996, this pattern of employment by industry remained, with manufacturing employing about 5% more in this LGA than were employed in either New South Wales or the Lower North East study area in 1996. The agriculture, forestry and fishing sector employed 1.86% of the LGA labour force in 1996.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 82 people, five in forestry and logging, 13 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 64 in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 95 people were employed in the industry. The most significant decrease was in sawmilling and timber dressing. In 1991, three people were employed in forestry and logging, 33 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 59 in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (3197 people), followed by intermediate clerical, sales and service workers (3036) and professionals (2860).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years and there were more people aged 55 to 64 years out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 227 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Maitland LGA in 1996 was $294. Median weekly household income for the same period was $638. 

Education

The census showed 5712 children attended primary schools and 3943 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was increase in enrolments from 1991 when 5426 children attended primary school and 3696 children attended secondary school.

In 1991, 14 717 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 14 942 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions increased over the intercensal period from 2899 people in 1991 to 2925 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 1535 people from 13 277 to 14 812 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 2240 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration and health next at both censuses.

Health

There is one hospital in the LGA, three community health services, three early child health centres and a women’s health centre.

Maitland Hospital has 115 beds, and provides accident and emergency services, general surgical and medical facilities, an up-to-date maternity section with a level two nursery, and rehabilitation and mental health units.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 1802 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 182 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 7177 dwellings were owned, 5026 dwellings were being purchased and 4492 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median home repayment was $780 per month and the median rent was $115 per week. 

The average household size in 1996 was 2.8 people.
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Muswellbrook LGA

Muswellbrook LGA covers 3401 square kilometres in the south western region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include Muswellbrook and Denman.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include power generation, coal mines, horse studs, wine production and tourism.

Protected areas in the Muswellbrook LGA include the Goulburn River National Park and the Wollemi National Park. 

The Muswellbrook LGA has no airport but has links to the New England highway.

Population

The population of the Muswellbrook LGA increased by 435 (2.87%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses to 15 562 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 29 to 31 years in 1996, making it lower than the median for NSW (34 years) and the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years decreased by 79 (1.92%) between 1991 and 1996. The Muswellbrook LGA had a young population (people under the age of 35 years) consistently around 1 to 1.5% higher than that in the Lower North East study area. The over 55 years age group in the LGA showed a steady decline, whereas the study area and New South Wales showed an increase in this group. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 34.04%.

In 1996, 89.2% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census 387 people, or 2.49%, identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 270 who identified in the 1991 census, a 43.33% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 661 people were unemployed in a labour force of 7196 people with an unemployment rate of 9.2%. This was a slight increase from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 8.76%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 62.39%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as mining; wholesale and retail trade; community services; and electricity, gas and water. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 616 people (9.2%).

In 1996, major industries of employment were mining; wholesale and retail trade; and agriculture, forestry and fishing. The decrease in prominence of electricity, gas and water would suggest downsizing by agencies such as ‘Northpower’. Agriculture, forestry and fishing comprised 9.98% of the labour force. 

The timber industry in 1996 employed 37 people, five in forestry and logging, 18 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 14 in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 45 people were employed in the industry. There were significant changes in all categories, with declines in forestry and logging and sawmilling and timber dressing and an increase in other wood product manufacture. In 1991, 13 people were employed in forestry and logging, 28 in sawmilling and timber dressing and four in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (1192 people), followed by intermediate production and transport workers (1088) and labourers and related workers (857).

Most of the labour force was aged between 25 and 34 years and there were almost equal numbers of people aged 55 to 64 years out of the labour force and in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 114 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Muswellbrook LGA in 1996 was $350. Median weekly household income for the same period was $735. 

Education

The census showed 1850 children attended primary schools and 1131 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was increase in the primary school enrolments from 1991 when 1735 children attended school, and a slight decrease in children attending secondary school from 1138 in 1991. 

In 1991, 4565 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 4280 people in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 870 people in 1991 to 674 in 1996. The number of people recorded as having qualifications rose by 458 people from 4246 to 4704 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 561 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration and health next at both censuses.

Health

Muswellbrook Hospital has 64 beds, 18 of which are for a public nursing home. Services provided by the hospital include obstetrics, accident and emergency, high dependency unit, medical and surgical care, and paediatric and palliative care. A community health centre and child health centre is also located in the grounds of the hospital.

The other hospital in the LGA is located at Denman. This hospital has 15 beds and provides a 24-hour accident and emergency service, acute beds, six geriatric beds, a children’s ward and palliative care. Denman also has a community health centre and child health centre.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 362 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 28 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 1849 dwellings were owned, 1384 dwellings were being purchased and 1537 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median mortgage repayment was $867 per month and the median rent was $100 per week. 

The average household size in 1996 was 2.8 people.
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Nambucca LGA

Nambucca LGA covers 1489 square kilometres in the north eastern region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA include Nambucca Heads, Macksville, Bowraville, Scotts Head, Valla Beach and Hyland Park.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include meat packaging, light steel manufacturing, banana growing, forestry, cattle grazing and vegetable growing.

The major protected area in the Nambucca LGA is the Bowraville Nature Reserve.

The Nambucca LGA has no airport but has links to the Pacific highway.

Population

The population of the Nambucca LGA increased by 916 (5.49%) in the 1991 census to 17 610 people in the 1996 census. The median age for the LGA increased from 37 to 39 years in 1996, making it higher than the median for New South Wales (34 years) and the study area (36). The number of people less than 15 years increased by 86 (2.17%) between 1991 and 1996. This young population is reflected in the Nambucca LGA age structure chart. The chart also shows there was a greater exodus of people aged 15 to 29 (around 3% more) and there were around 1% to 1.5% more people aged 55 to 74 than in the Lower North East study area or New South Wales. This exodus of young people would be influenced by the high unemployment rate in the LGA. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 42.43%.

In 1996, 87.3% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census 784 people, or 4.45% of the population, identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 567 who identified in the 1991 census, a 38.27% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 1228 people were unemployed in a labour force of 6362 people, an unemployment rate of 19.3%. This was a slight increase from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 18.38%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 46.86%.

In 1991 major industries in the LGA, recorded at the census, were classified by the ABS as wholesale and retail trade, community services, and manufacturing. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 651 people (13.3%).

In 1996, the main industries in Nambucca LGA were wholesale and retail trade; agriculture, forestry and fishing; and manufacturing. Agriculture, forestry and fishing employed 11.47% of the labour force.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 128 people, 29 in forestry and logging, 80 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 19 in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 177 people were employed in the industry. There were significant declines in all categories between 1991 and 1996. In 1991, 40 people were employed in forestry and logging, 100 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 37 in other wood product manufacturing.

Intermediate clerical, sales and service workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (747 people), followed by professionals (691) and managers and administrators (658).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years and there were more people aged 55 to 64 years and 15 to 19 years out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 154 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Nambucca LGA in 1996 was $208. Median weekly household income for the same period was $408. 

Education

The census showed 1918 children attended primary schools and 1457 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was increase in the enrolments from 1991 when 1802 children attended primary school and 1092 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 5981 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 5950 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions increased over the intercensal period from 513 people in 1991 to 543 in 1996. The number of people recorded as having qualifications rose by 683 people from 4305 to 4988 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 652 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration and health next at both censuses. Education was equal in popularity to health in 1996.

Health

Nambucca LGA has full range of home and community services for the disabled and frail and a community health centre at Macksville. Services and facilities for the elderly include two retirement/nursing homes. A 56-bed hospital in Macksville provides accident and emergency services as well as general medical and surgical facilities. There are three early childhood health centres located at Macksville, Bowraville and Nambucca Heads and an Aboriginal health centre at Bowraville.

ABS demographic statistics for 1995 showed Nambucca LGA had one of the highest birth rates in the study area with 13.5 births per 1000. It had a death rate of 10.2 deaths per 1000, and three times more hospital admissions for people aged 0–4 than New South Wales in 1995–96. Unlike other LGAs in the study area, this LGA had more hospital admissions due to diseases of the circulatory system than any other cause.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 487 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 143 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 3294 dwellings were owned, 1142 dwellings were being purchased and 1663 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing loan repayment was $650 per month and the median rent was $100 per week. The average household size in 1996 was 2.5 people.
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Newcastle LGA

Newcastle LGA covers 182 square kilometres in the south eastern region of the Lower North East study area. Newcastle is the largest non-capital city in Australia. The major population centres in the LGA include Newcastle and Minmi.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include iron smelting and a steelworks, grape growing, education, and tourism focused on fishing and four-wheel driving. The LGA is also a focal service centre for neighbouring regions.

The major protected areas in the Newcastle LGA include the Hexham Swamp Nature Reserve and the Kooragang Nature Reserve.

The Newcastle LGA has an airport and heliport and has links to the Pacific highway, New England highway and Sydney–Newcastle freeway.

Population

The population of the Newcastle LGA increased by 2377 (1.81%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses, reaching 133 686 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 34 to 35 years in 1996, making it greater than the median for NSW (34 years) but lower than the median for the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years increased by 62 (0.26%) between 1991 and 1996. The age structure chart for the LGA shows it has an almost contradictory chart for its population aged 0 to 29 years when compared with the population curves for New South Wales and the Lower North East study area, having around 2% fewer in the group aged 0 to 15 years and around 2% more aged 20 to 29 years. The remainder of the population structure closely parallels that for the study area and for New South Wales. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 21.29% for the inner Newcastle LGA and 34.77% for the remainder of the LGA. Inner Newcastle had the lowest dependency ratio in the study area.

In 1996, 84.4% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census 1880 people or 1.41% of the population identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 1182 who identified in the 1991 census; a 59.05% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 7543 people were unemployed in a labour force of 60 815, an unemployment rate of 12.4%. This was a slight decrease from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 12.57%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 55.26%.

Major industries of employment in the LGA recorded at the 1991 census were classified by the ABS as community services, wholesale and retail trade, and manufacturing. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 284 people (0.5%).

The 1996 employment by industry census figures showed employment structures changed over the intercensal period. Wholesale and retail trade was the major employer, followed by manufacturing, and health and community services. Agriculture, forestry and fishing employed 0.41% of the labour force. 

The timber industry in 1996 employed 128 people, 29 in forestry and logging, 80 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 19 in other wood product manufacturing. This was a decrease from 1991 when 177 people were employed in the industry. There were significant declines in all categories between 1991 and 1996. In 1991, 40 people were employed in forestry and logging, 100 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 37 in other wood product manufacturing.

Professionals were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (10 618 people), followed by intermediate clerical, sales and service workers (9013) and tradespersons and related workers (7110).

Most of the labour force was aged between 25 and 34 years and there were one-third more people aged 55 to 64 years out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 648 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Newcastle LGA in 1996 was $296 in the inner LGA and $263 in the remainder. Median weekly household income for the same period was $556 in the inner LGA and $528 in the remainder.

Education

The census showed 10 580 children attended primary schools and 7202 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase in enrolments from 1991 when 9752 children attended primary school and 7157 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 45 788 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 42 466 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions increased over the intercensal period from 12 269 people in 1991 to 13 476 people in 1996. The number of people recorded as having qualifications rose by 4024 people from 41 622 to 45 646 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 10 573 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration, and health next at both censuses. 

Health

Newcastle LGA is well provided with health services. It has three public hospitals and four private hospitals. Of the public hospitals, John Hunter has the most beds at around 600, followed by Newcastle Mater Misericordiae with 170 and Royal Newcastle with 120. These hospitals provide a comprehensive range of medical and surgical facilities.

Christo Road Private hospital has 65 beds and its special areas are surgical, medical and obstetrics. Lingard Private Hospital has 120–130 beds and specialises in psychiatric patients and chemotherapy; it has a sports medicine centre for rehabilitation of workers. It also provides general medical and surgical facilities. Hunter Valley Private Hospital has 40 beds and is primarily a surgical hospital. It also has a 12 bed rehabilitation unit and a musculo-skeletal centre.

There are five child health centres in the LGA and two community health centres. Also located in the LGA are the Awabakal Aboriginal health service and a women’s health service.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 855 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by one over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 22 812 dwellings were owned, 10 991 dwellings were being purchased and 17 127 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $953 per month in the inner LGA area and $760 per month in the outer LGA area. Median rent was $140 per week in the inner LGA and $125 in the outer LGA. The average household size in 1996 was 2.4 people.

[image: image30.wmf]Newcastle LGA - Age Structure

0.00

2.00

4.00

6.00

8.00

10.00

12.00

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75-79

80-84

85-89

90+

Age

%

LGA ABS 1991

LGA ABS 1996

LNE 1996

NSW 1996


[image: image31.wmf]0.00

5.00

10.00

15.00

20.00

25.00

%

Agric, forestry & fish

Mining

Manufacturing

Electricity, gas, water

Construction

Wholesale & retail trade

Accom, cafes & rests.

Transport & storage

Communication

Finance & insurance

Property & bus. services

Govt. admin & defence

Education

Health & comm serv

Cultural & rec serv

Personal & other serv

Not classifiable

Not stated

Industry

Newcastle LGA - Employment by Industry

LGA ABS 1996

LNE 1996

NSW 1996


Nundle LGA

Nundle LGA covers 1600 square kilometres in the central western region of the Lower North East study area. The only major population centre in the LGA is Nundle.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA are forestry related, and tourism is developing.

The major protected area in the Nundle LGA is the Barrington Tops National Park.

The Nundle LGA has not got an airport but it has links to the New England highway.

Population

The population of the Nundle LGA increased by 18 (1.36%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses reaching 1337 people in 1996. In both 1991 and 1996, Nundle LGA had the smallest population in the study area. The median age for the LGA increased from 37 to 40 years in 1996, making it higher than the median for New South Wales (34 years) and for the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years decreased by 16 (5.47%) between 1991 and 1996, and this is reflected in Nundle LGA having the lowest proportion of people in this age group in the study area in both 1991 and 1996. The Nundle age structure chart shows the LGA had a much lower proportion of people aged 15 to 29 than were in the Lower North East study area and New South Wales (3% to 4.5% lower). While the Nundle LGA age structure generally followed the pattern for the Lower North East study area, there were 3% fewer people aged 15 to 29 years in 1991 increasing to 4% in 1996. This may have been influenced by an increasingly bad unemployment situation in the LGA. The LGA also had a higher proportion of people aged between 40 and 54 years than were found in New South Wales or the Lower North East. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 33.56%.

In 1996, 87.3% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census, 49 people or 3.66% of the population identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 33 who identified in the 1991 census, a 48.5% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 71 people were unemployed in a labour force of 603 with an unemployment rate of 11.8%. This was a slight increase from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 11.18%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 56.83%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting; community services; and wholesale and retail trade. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 242 people (41.3%).

In 1996, agriculture, forestry and fishing remained the major industry, employing 43.56% of the workforce. Wholesale and retail trade and manufacturing were next largest industries of employment. 

Managers and administrators were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (175 people), followed by labourers and related workers (74) and professionals (60).

Most of the labour force was aged between 45 and 54 years and there were twice as many people aged 15 to 19 years out of the labour force as in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 41 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Nundle LGA in 1996 was $218. Median weekly household income for the same period was $447. 

Education

The census showed 137 children attended primary schools and 91 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was a decrease in enrolments from 1991 when 141 children attended primary school and 95 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 440 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 423 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 52 people in 1991 to 45 in 1996. The number of people recorded as having qualifications rose by 52 from 394 to 446 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 56 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration and agriculture and related fields next at both censuses. 

Health

Nundle has a community health service. For other health services Nundle residents would use a full range of services in Tamworth.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 38 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses decreased by eight over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments decreased over the intercensal period, but this is likely to be due to changes in classification. 

The 1996 census showed 294 dwellings were owned, 78 dwellings were being purchased and 87 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $460 per month and the median rent was $50 per week. These were the lowest rates in the study area. The average household size in 1996 was 2.6 people.
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Port Stephens LGA

Port Stephens LGA covers 857 square kilometres in the south eastern region of the Lower North East study area. Major population centres in the LGA include Raymond Terrace, Nelson Bay, Lemon Tree Passage, Medowie, Salamander Bay, Soldiers Point, Corlette, Anna Bay, Fingal Bay, Karuah, Brandy Hill, Boat Harbour, Seaham, Hinton and Wallalong.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA are tourism, commercial fishing, aluminium smelting, defence, light industries, commercial and retailing, and rural industries.

The major protected areas in the Port Stephens LGA include Kooragang Nature Reserve, Morfats Swamp Nature Reserve, Seaham Swamp Nature Reserve, Snapper Island Nature Reserve and Tomaree National Park.

The Port Stephens LGA has an airport at Williamtown and it has links to the Pacific highway.

Population

The population of the Port Stephens LGA increased by 7581 (17.3%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses reaching 51 288 people in 1996. This was the highest population growth of all LGAs in the study area. The median age for the LGA increased from 32 to 34 years in 1996, making it equal to the median for NSW (34 years) and lower than the median for the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years increased by 1478 (5.47%) between 1991 and 1996. The Port Stephens LGA age structure closely parallels that for the Lower North East study area and NSW. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 37.56%.

In 1996, 85.9% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census, 991 people or 1.93% of the population identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 612 who identified in the 1991 census, a 61.93% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 2500 people were unemployed in a labour force of 21 542, an unemployment rate of 11.6%. This was a slight decrease from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 12.1%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 55.22%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as wholesale and retail trade; community services; and public administration and defence. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 617 people (3.7%).

In 1996, wholesale and retail trade was still the dominant employer, followed by manufacturing and government administration and defence. The LGA had four times the number of people in the government administration and defence sector than in the Lower North East study area and New South Wales, due the Williamtown Air Base.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 161 people, 23 in forestry and logging, 11 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 127 in other wood product manufacturing. This was the same as in 1991, though employment in the categories shifted a little between the intercensal periods. In 1991, 15 people were employed in forestry and logging, 24 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 122 in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (3318 people), followed by intermediate clerical, sales and service workers (2935) and professionals (2531).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years and there were more people aged 55 to 64 years out of the labour force than in the labour force. At the 1996 census, 254 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Port Stephens LGA in 1996 was $278. Median weekly household income for the same period was $567. 

Education

The census showed 5710 children attended primary schools and 3521 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase from 1991 when 4900 children attended primary school and 2980 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 14 408 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 16 193 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions increased over the intercensal period from 2150 people in 1991 to 2516 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 3246 people from 13 136 to 16 382 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 2070 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration next at both censuses. Health was replaced by architecture and building for third most common qualification in the 1996 census.

Health

There are no hospitals in the Port Stephens LGA, but there is a range of other health services. Nelson Bay has a recently opened ‘poly clinic’ which has 14 beds and 24 hour accident and emergency services. However, it has no doctors on staff and calls in local doctors only in extreme emergencies. The poly clinic has no operating theatre and so only minor surgery is done and no children under 14 are admitted to beds. The clinic treats minor illnesses and provides a range of allied health services. Child health centre and community health centres are also located in the grounds. For more serious health problems and for children under 14, locals are required to go to Newcastle.

Child health services are also located in Raymond Terrace, Lemon Tree Passage, Medowie and Karuah. Community Health provides services in Raymond Terrace as well.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 3088 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 314 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments also increased over the intercensal period. 

The 1996 census showed 7766 dwellings were owned, 4199 dwellings were being purchased and 5203 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment rate was $780 per month and the median rent was $120 per week. The average household size in 1996 was 2.7 people.
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Scone LGA

Scone LGA covers 4038 square kilometres in the central western region of the Lower North East study area. Major population centres in the LGA include Scone, Aberdeen and Satur.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA are the equine industry, cattle and sheep grazing, grain growing, viticulture and abattoirs.

Protected areas in the Scone LGA include Burning Mountain Nature Reserve, Camerons Gorge Nature Reserve, Cedar Brush Nature Reserve and Wingen Maid Nature Reserve.

The Scone LGA has an airport at Scone and it has links to the New England highway.

Population

The population of the Scone LGA increased by 147 (1.56%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses reaching 9518 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 32 to 34 years in 1996, making it equal to the median for NSW (34 years) and lower than the median for the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years increased by 42 (1.78%) between 1991 and 1996. The Scone LGA age structure chart shows the population structure parallels that of the Lower North East study area and New South Wales, while having a slightly lower proportion of people aged 60 to 79 and around 1.5% more people aged 5 to 14 years. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 36.67%.

In 1996, 90.9% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census, 193 people or 2.03% of the population identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 135 who identified in the 1991 census, a 42.22% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 347 people were unemployed in a labour force of 4510, an unemployment rate of 7.7%. This was a slight increase from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 6.31%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 63.27%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting; community services; and the wholesale and retail trade. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 929 people (22.3%).

Agriculture, forestry and fishing was the dominant industry of employment in 1996, employing 18.87% of the labour force — 14% more than were employed in this sector in New South Wales or the Lower North East. Other important industries of employment were manufacturing and wholesale and retail trade which employed only two-thirds of the proportion employed in NSW or the study area. 

The timber industry in 1996 employed 17 people, seven in forestry and logging, 10 in sawmilling and timber dressing and none in other wood product manufacturing. This was the same as in 1991, but employment in the categories shifted a little between the intercensal periods. In 1991, no people were employed in forestry and logging, 17 in sawmilling and timber dressing and none in other wood product manufacturing.

Labourers and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (733 people), followed by tradespersons and related workers (635), and managers and administrators (532).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years. At the 1996 census, 115 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Scone LGA in 1996 was $330. Median weekly household income for the same period was $625.

Education

The census showed 1166 children attended primary schools and 680 children attended secondary schools in 1996. There was an increase in primary school enrolments from 1991 when 1070 children were enrolled, and a slight decrease from 1991 for enrolments in secondary schools with 682 children enrolled. 

In 1991, 2983 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 2822 people in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 392 people in 1991 to 163 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 359 people from 2321 to 2680 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 388 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration, and health next at both censuses. 

Health

Scone LGA has a hospital, two child health centres and a community health centre. The hospital has 36 beds; it is a general acute hospital with an accident and emergency service and provides general medical and surgical services. Community health and child health services are located in the grounds of the hospital. Another child health service is located in Aberdeen.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 267 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 68 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses also increased but flats, units and apartments decreased over the intercensal period, probably due to changes in classification of residences.

The 1996 census showed 1404 dwellings were owned, 802 dwellings were being purchased and 913 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median house repayment was $759 per month and the median mortgage was $95 per week. 

The average household size in 1996 was 2.7 people.
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Singleton LGA

Singleton LGA covers 4893 square kilometres in the central southern region of the Lower North East study area. Major population centres in the LGA include Singleton and Broke.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA are coal mining, electrical power generation, beef cattle grazing, dairying and defence. Tourism focused on outdoor pursuits, vineyards and wineries is a developing industry.

The Singleton LGA has an airport at Singleton and it has links to the New England highway.

Population

The population of the Singleton LGA increased by 1499 (1.56%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses reaching 20 133 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 29 to 31 years in 1996, making it below the median for NSW (34 years) and for the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years increased by 370 (7.54%) between 1991 and 1996. The Singleton LGA age structure chart shows the LGA has around 1% to 1.5% fewer people in the 55 to 84 year age category than either New South Wales or the Lower North East study area. The LGA also has around 2% more in the 0 to 9 years age group. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 34.34%.

In 1996, 88.6% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census, 386 people or 1.92% of the population identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 173 who identified in the 1991 census, a 123.12% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 665 people were unemployed in a labour force of 9732 people, an unemployment rate of 6.8%. This was a slight decrease from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 8.12%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 65.49%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as mining, wholesale and retail trade, public administration and defence. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 675 people (8.0%).

In 1996, the major industry of employment was recorded as mining, followed by wholesale and retail trade and government administration and defence — the last is due to a major army establishment in the LGA. Agriculture, forestry and fishing employed 7.88% of the labour force in 1996.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 20 people, five in forestry and logging, nine in sawmilling and timber dressing and six in other wood product manufacturing. This was an increase from 1991, when 12 people were employed in the timber industry. Both sawmilling and timber dressing and other wood product manufacture increased employment numbers. In 1991, five people were employed in forestry and logging, four in sawmilling and timber dressing and three in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (1809 people), followed by intermediate production and transport workers (1479), and professionals (1056).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years. At the 1996 census, 173 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Singleton LGA in 1996 was $378, the highest in the study area and largely due to high wages in the mining industry. Median weekly household income for the same period was $841, also the highest in the study area. 

Education

The census showed 2350 children attended primary schools and 1503 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase in enrolments from 1991 when 2221 children attended primary school and 1394 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 5636 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 5434 people in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 1088 people in 1991 to 1014 in 1996. The number of people recorded as having qualifications rose by 359 people from 5183 to 6162 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 904 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration and health next at both census. 

Health

Singleton LGA has a hospital, community health centre and early childhood centre. They are all located in the town of Singleton. The hospital has 65 beds and provides accident and emergency services, as well as general surgical, medical, obstetric and paediatric care. Special services include a satellite renal dialysis unit and an obstetric early discharge program.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 636 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses decreased by ten over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses also increased but flats, units and apartments decreased over the intercensal period, probably due to changes in classification of residences.

The 1996 census showed 2471 dwellings were owned, 1733 dwellings were being purchased and 1840 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $909 per month and the median rent was $110 per week. The housing repayment was the highest in the study area. The average household size in 1996 was 2.9 people.
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Uralla LGA

Uralla LGA covers 3227 square kilometres in the upper north west region of the Lower North East study area. Major population centres in the LGA include Uralla and Bundarra.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA are farming and grazing, and there is also a foundry in the LGA. The area is the southern gateway to the New England region.

The major protected area in the Uralla LGA is the Mount Yarrowyck Nature Reserve.

The Uralla LGA has no airport, the closest being at Armidale, but it has links to the New England highway.

Population

The population of the Uralla LGA decreased by 9 (-0.15%) between the 1991 and 1996 census reaching 5871 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 31 years to 35 years in 1996, making it above the median for New South Wales (34 years) and below the median for the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years decreased by 85 (5.53%) between 1991 and 1996. The Uralla LGA age structure chart showed the LGA had around 2% more people aged 5 to 14 years than NSW or the Lower North East study area. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 35.76%

In 1996, 91.1% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English speaking. At the 1996 census, 266 people or 4.53% of the population identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 146 who identified in the 1991 census, a 82.19% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 266 people were unemployed in a labour force of 2694, an unemployment rate of 9.5%. This was a slight increase from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 9.08%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 60.97%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting; community services; and wholesale and retail trade. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 675 people (27.0%).

In 1996 the major industry of employment was agriculture, forestry and fishing followed by wholesale and retail trade and education with manufacturing dropping to fourth ranking. Agriculture, forestry and fishing employed 22.47% of the labour force.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 23 people, nine in forestry and logging, eight in sawmilling and timber dressing and six in other wood product manufacturing. This is an increase from 1991 when 14 people were employed in the timber industry. There were increases in all categories between 1991 and 1996. In 1991, five people were employed in forestry and logging, five in sawmilling and timber dressing and four in other wood product manufacturing.

Managers and administrators were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (409 people), followed by professionals (351) and tradespersons and related workers (336).

Most of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years. There were twice as many people aged 15 to 19 out of the workforce as in the workforce. At the 1996 census, 82 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Uralla LGA in 1996 was $268. Median weekly household income for the same period was $510. 

Education

The census showed 723 children attended primary schools and 544 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase in enrolments from 1991 when 698 children attended primary school and 490 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 1603 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 1608 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 380 people in 1991 to 322 in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications rose by 21 people from 1738 to 1759 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 430 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration next. Society and culture replaced health in third position over this period. 

Health

There are few health services and no hospitals in the Uralla LGA. Only community health services exist in Uralla and Bundarra. Bundarra health service also provides a 24-hour nurse based emergency service, has an outpatients service and an early childhood service. A doctor visits Bundarra one day a week.

People from Uralla requiring a greater range of health services would go to Armidale, 22 kilometres away and those from Bundarra would go to Inverell, 46 kilometres away.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 166 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 88 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments also increased over the intercensal period.

The 1996 census showed 1055 dwellings were owned, 488 dwellings were being purchased and 392 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $650 a month and the median rent was $89 a week. 

The average household size in 1996 was 2.7 people.

[image: image40.wmf]Uralla LGA - Age Structure

0.00

2.00

4.00

6.00

8.00

10.00

12.00

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75-79

80-84

85-89

90+

Age

%

LGA ABS 1991

LGA ABS 1996

LNE 1996

NSW 1996


[image: image41.wmf]0.00

5.00

10.00

15.00

20.00

25.00

%

Agric, forestry & fish

Mining

Manufacturing

Electricity, gas, water

Construction

Wholesale & retail trade

Accom, cafes & rests.

Transport & storage

Communication

Finance & insurance

Property & bus. services

Govt. admin & defence

Education

Health & comm serv

Cultural & rec serv

Personal & other serv

Not classifiable

Not stated

Industry

Uralla LGA - Employment by Industry

LGA ABS 1996

LNE 1996

NSW 1996


Walcha LGA

Walcha LGA covers 6263 square kilometres in the north west region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centre in the LGA is Walcha.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include sheep grazing for fine wool and fat lambs, cattle grazing and timber industries. Tourism focuses on national parks and historic sites.

Protected areas in the Walcha LGA include the Apsley Gorge National Park, Banda Banda Flora Reserves, Hole Creek Nature Reserve, and the Mount Seaview Nature Reserve.

The Walcha LGA has an airport at Walcha and has links to the Oxley highway.

Population

The population of the Walcha LGA decreased by 357 (-10.0%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses, reaching 3208 people in 1996. This was the largest decline in population of all LGAs in the study area. The median age for the LGA increased from 33 to 37 years in 1996, making it above the medians for both New South Wales (34 years) and the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years decreased by 175 (20.0%) between 1991 and 1996. The Walcha LGA age chart showed that while the age profile of the LGA generally parallelled that for NSW and the Lower North East, in 1996 there was a drop of around 1% in the population aged 0 to 25 years and a gain of around 1% in people aged 45 to 54 years. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 35.10%.

In 1996, 93.1% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. This was the highest proportion of Australian-born people in any LGA in the study area. 165 people, or 5.14% of the population, identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders at the 1996 census, compared with 143 who identified in the 1991 census, a 15.4% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 137 people were unemployed in a labour force of 1546 people, an unemployment rate of 8.9%. This was a slight decrease from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 10.5%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 61.57%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting; community services; and wholesale and retail trade. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 710 people (45.4%).

In 1996, agriculture, forestry and fishing remained the dominant industry, employing 48.77% of its labour force (higher than in any other LGA in the study area). The next largest industries, with less than half the proportion of employees, were wholesale and retail trade and manufacturing.

The timber industry in 1996 employed 90 people, 87 in forestry and logging, three in sawmilling and timber dressing and none in other wood product manufacturing. This is an increase from 1991 when 63 people were employed in the timber industry. There was a significant increase in people employed in forestry and logging and a decrease in those employed in sawmilling and timber dressing. In 1991, 27 people were employed in forestry and logging, 36 in sawmilling and timber dressing and none in other wood product manufacturing.

Managers and administrators were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (458 people), followed by labourers and related workers (178) and tradespersons and related workers (167).

The greatest proportion of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years. There were more people aged 15 to 19 out of the workforce than in the workforce. At the 1996 census, 87 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Walcha LGA in 1996 was $264. Median weekly household income for the same period was $479. 

Education

The census showed 334 children attended primary schools and 219 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was a decrease in enrolments from 1991 when 400 children attended primary school and 247 children attended secondary school. 

In 1991, 1041 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 996 people in this group.

The number of people attending further educational institutions decreased over the intercensal period from 116 people in 1991 to 88 in 1996. The number of people recorded as having qualifications decreased by 38 people from 948 to 910 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 110 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded agriculture and related fields as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with engineering next. Business and administration replaced health for third position over this period. 

Health

Walcha township has a 30 bed district hospital run by the New England Health Service including a 20 bed geriatric unit. Walcha also has a community health service and an early childhood service. The area has three doctors and a wide range of visiting specialists, as well as an ambulance and an aged care hostel.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type decreasing by 41 over the intercensal period (probably due to changes in residence classification). The number of unoccupied separate houses increased by 44 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments also decreased over the intercensal period, again probably due to reclassification of residence types.

The 1996 census showed 645 dwellings were owned, 164 dwellings were being purchased and 260 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, the median housing repayment was $607 per month and the median rent was $55 per week. The average household size in 1996 was 2.6 people.
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Wyong LGA

Wyong LGA covers 6263 square kilometres in the south east region of the Lower North East study area. The major population centres in the LGA are Gwandalan, Wyong, Lake Munmorah, Mannering Park and Chain Valley Bay.

Major industries contributing to the economy of the LGA include food processing, light industries, boat building, and tourism focused on outdoor pursuits and national parks.

Protected areas in the Wyong LGA include the Munmorah State Recreation Area and the Wyrrabalong National Park.

The Wyong LGA has an airport at Warnervale and has links to the Pacific highway and the Sydney Newcastle freeway.

Population

The population of the Wyong LGA increased by 15 542 (15.4%) between the 1991 and 1996 censuses, reaching 115 999 people in 1996. The median age for the LGA increased from 35 years to 36 years in 1996, making it higher than the median for NSW (34 years) and equal to the median for the study area (36). The number of people under 15 years decreased by 3530 (15.1%) between 1991 and 1996. The 1996 dependency ratio calculated by the ABS was 41.09%.

In 1996, 84.3% of the population were Australian-born and most were of Anglican faith and English-speaking. At the 1996 census, 1787 people or 1.54% of the population identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, compared with 977 who identified in the 1991 census, a 82.9% increase over the period.

Labour force

The 1996 census showed 5646 people were unemployed in a labour force of 45 346 people, an unemployment rate of 12.5%. This is higher than the 1996 New South Wales unemployment rate of 8.82% and a decrease from 1991 when the unemployment rate was 14.7%. The workforce participation rate in 1996 was 50.89%.

In 1991, major industries in the LGA recorded at the census were classified by the ABS as wholesale and retail trade, community services, and manufacturing. Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting employed 4670 people (1.4%).

In 1996, wholesale and retail trade remained the dominant industry, employing 23.39% of the labour force. The next largest industries were manufacturing (13.09%) and construction (9.94%).

The timber industry in 1996 employed 400 people, 25 in forestry and logging, 45 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 330 in other wood product manufacturing. This is an increase from 1991 when 303 people were employed in the timber industry. There was a significant increase in people employed in other wood product manufacturing and a decrease in those employed in sawmilling and timber dressing. In 1991, 25 people were employed in forestry and logging, 63 in sawmilling and timber dressing and 215 in other wood product manufacturing.

Tradespersons and related workers were the largest occupational group recorded at the 1996 census (6551 people), followed by intermediate clerical, sales and service workers (6396) and professionals (4590). The largest part of the labour force was aged between 35 and 44 years. There were more people aged 55 to 64 out of the workforce than in the workforce. At the 1996 census, 519 people over the age of 65 years were recorded in the workforce.

Median weekly individual income in the Wyong LGA in 1996 was $254. Median weekly household income for the same period was $483. 

Education

The census showed 12 158 children attended primary schools and 7377 children attended secondary schools in 1996. This was an increase in enrolments from 1991 when 10 044 children attended primary school and 6280 children attended secondary school. 

School retention declined over the intercensal period. In 1991, 37 010 people were recorded as having left school aged 15 years or less. In 1996, there were 40 418 in this group.

The number attending further educational institutions increased over the intercensal period from 3723 people in 1991 to 4414 people in 1996. The number recorded as having qualifications increased by 5221 people from 29 113 to 34 334 over the same period. The 1996 census showed 3484 people held tertiary qualifications. In both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, the ABS recorded engineering as the area where the greatest number held qualifications, with business and administration, and architecture and building next, but reversing places over this period. 

Health

Health services for Wyong LGA include two public hospitals, four early childhood centres and three community health centres. Wyong Hospital has 156 beds and provides general medical and surgical care, rehabilitation, obstetrics, day surgical and endoscopy services. The hospital at Long Jetty has 33 general beds.

Community Health centres are located at Wyong, Toukley and Bateau Bay.

Housing

Separate houses were identified as the most popular occupied dwelling type at both the 1991 and 1996 censuses, with the number of dwellings of this type increasing by 6106 over the intercensal period. The number of unoccupied separate houses decreased by 658 over the same period. The number of semi-detached dwellings and townhouses, flats, units and apartments also increased over the intercensal period.

The 1996 census showed 20 077 dwellings were owned, 10 853 dwellings were being purchased and 10 539 dwellings were being rented. In 1996, most housing loan repayments were between $800 and $999 per month and most rents were between $100 and $199 per week. 

The average household size in 1996 was 2.5 people.
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Gosford LGA - Age Structure
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Kempsey LGA - Age Structure
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