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TUMUT sub-region

This option focuses on meeting JANIS conservation targets and reserve design criteria to the extent possible while providing a long term, even-flow, annual yield of approximately 48,000m3 of large high quality sawlogs.  The two sub-options (W1 and W2) relate to the reservation of wilderness in the Buccleuch State Forest. Key aspects of this option are below.

· The addition of 102,500ha (W1) or 106,000ha (W2) to dedicated reserves and 19,500ha of informal reserves and areas reserved by prescription.

· About 50% of the additional dedicated reserves are dry woodland forests of the south-west slopes.

· Major additions (10,209ha) to Brindabella National Park including a link to Kosciuszko National Park.

· An intermittent east/west link of reserves from Holbrook in the west to Kosciuszko National Park in the east by the reservation of all or parts of Woomargama, Ournie, Mannus, Clarkes Hill and Maragle State Forests.
· A number of important nature reserves scattered across the south west slopes and Monaro tablelands; as well as seven new Crown reserves to be managed by the NPWS.

· Four new flora reserves (7,420ha) to be managed by State Forests adjacent to extensive softwood (pine) plantations.

· The reservation of wilderness in Buccleuch State Forest.  Sub-option W1 protects about 42% of the Identified and Provisionally Identified Wilderness (PIW) on Buccleuch State Forest. Sub-option W2 reserves all PIW and Identified Wilderness on Buccleuch State Forest. The total percentage of NW1>=12 reserved in the Tumut sub-region is 96.7% for the W1 sub-option and 97% for the W2 sub-option.

· Both sub-options supply a long-term, even-flow annual volume of around 48,000m3 of large, high quality sawlogs, comprising approximately 18,500m3 of Alpine Ash and 29,500m3 of other hardwood species. Both sub-options provide for an additional 1,000m3 per annum for 20 years of large high quality Alpine Ash sawlogs to be supplied from Ingebirah State Forest.

· The zoning of selected areas of State forest as informal conservation reserve under the SFNSW Forest Management Zoning system.

· Additional protection of conservation values through the development of prescriptions for application in harvesting operations on State forest through an Integrated Forestry Operations Approval.
· Gross value of output for hardwood timber mills of $8.5m to $9.6m.

· Direct employment within the hardwood timber industry of between 98 and 102 people. 

· Flow-ons to the region’s economy of $3.4m associated with this level of wood supply. 

IMPLICATIONS

Wood supply implications

The main wood supply implications of this option are:

· the net harvest area in the W2 sub-option is 1900ha (5%) less than in the W1 sub-option.  The strategic yield predictions made at the sub-regional level over a 200-year period reflect a volume difference of only a few hundred cubic metres per annum between W1 and W2. However, the implications of this difference are greater than this may suggest as the additional area in W2 contains a significant resource for producing large high quality Ash sawlogs. As a consequence, the effect will be greatest on those mills utilising the Ash resource;

· the species composition of the large high quality sawlog supply for the important commercial species over the 0-200 year period includes 38% Alpine Ash, 43% Mountain Gum and 15% Peppermint; and

· the high quality large sawlog yield from the net harvest area in the Tumut/Tumbarumba timber supply catchment over the 200-year period is 1.2 m3/ha/yr.
Environment and heritage implications

The tables included in the information kit provide detailed information on environment and heritage values for this option. In summary, this option achieves the following.
· Both sub-option W1 and sub-option W2 meet the achievable targets on available public land in dedicated reserves for 43 forest ecosystems (62% of the targets) and for 31 old growth forest ecosystems (65% of the targets).   Targets for a further three forest ecosystems and a further five old growth forest ecosystems are met in informal reserves. Both sub-option W1 and sub-option W2 meet the achievable targets on available public land in dedicated reserves for 41 priority fauna species (64% of the targets) and for 21 priority flora species (81% of the targets). Targets for one additional priority fauna species and another one priority flora species are met in informal reserves.

· The total percentage of NW1>=12 reserved in the Tumut sub-region is 96.7% for the W1 sub-option and 97% for the W2 sub-option. Areas provisionally identified as wilderness will be considered for identification under the NSW Wilderness Act 1987. Identified wilderness may be declared under the Act and added to existing wilderness areas in the region following a separate wilderness consultation process. All areas of identified and provisionally identified wilderness are reserved in sub-option W2.

· It provides good outcomes for the reservation of natural national estate values including for existing places.  In particular there is enhanced reservation of natural landscapes, undisturbed catchment and other values through the link between the Brindabella and Kosciuszko National Parks and the reservation of the Woomargama State Forest. The W2 sub-option enhances protection of national estate fauna values.
Economic and social implications  

The annual supply of 48,000 m3 of large high quality sawlogs from the Tumut/Tumbarumba timber supply catchment would have the following implications.
 

· Direct employment in the hardwood timber industry would increase to a total of between 98 and 102 people. This represents an increase of 14-18 people compared with the estimate for a “normal year” and 34-38 people over actual employment levels in 1998/89.

· The gross value of output from the industry would total between $8.5m and $9.6m - an increase of $1.3m-$2.4m compared to a normal year’s operations and an increase of $2.9m-$4.2m compared to 1998/99 levels of operation.

· As a result of flow-on effects in the sub-region overall employment would increase by approximately 31 people and the total value of gross output would be $793.4m, an increase of $3.4m, compared to a normal year’s operations. Compared to 1998/99 levels of operation, employment in the sub-region would increase by approximately 62 people and the total value of gross output would be $796.2m, an increase of $6.2m. 
 

· The social assessment indicates increased employment in the hardwood timber industry would benefit Tumut and Tumbarumba as well as improving the community resilience of such townships as Adelong, Batlow, Brungle, Laurel Hill and Tumbarumba, which have experienced the removal of services and a number of business closures in recent years.

� Due to a number of factors, including the opening of a new mill part way through 1998/99, not all timber committed by SFNSW for use in 1998/99 was processed in 1998/99.  Estimates of hardwood timber industry activity, operating at full commitment levels (ie a “normal” year), as well as estimates of changes from current timber processing levels, are in the dot points.


� These figures include the estimated changes associated with the direct impacts in the hardwood timber industry (as reported above) at this level of wood supply.





