North East Regional Forest Agreement Directions Report

APPENDIX 1 CENTRAL HIGHLANDS REGIONAL FOREST
AGREEMENT
The following section contains the Central Highlands RFA which was signed by the
Prime Minister and the Premier on 27 March 1998. It has been attached to assist
public comment on the development of the North East RFA. The Attachments to the
Central Highlands RFA can be obtained from contact details listed in foreword of this
report. The North East RFA will be developed following consideration of public
comment on this report and negotiations between the Victorian and Commonwealth
governments. The North East RFA will follow a similar format to the Central
Highlands RFA, although it will contain detailed Attachments specific to the North
East, which address the components of the RFA as discussed in Chapters 3 to 5 of this
report.
THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT
Recitals
WHEREAS:
Purpose of Agreement
A
This Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) establishes the framework for the management of the
forests of the Central Highlands. Parties are committed to ensuring the Agreement is durable and that
the obligations and commitments that it contains are delivered to ensure effective conservation, forest
management and forest industry outcomes.
B
This Agreement is a Regional Forest Agreement, for the purposes of the Export Control Act
1982, Export Control (Hardwood Wood Chips) (1996) Regulations and the Export Control (Regional
Forest Agreements) Regulations. As such, the Agreement:
•

identifies a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative Reserve System and provides
for the conservation of those areas;

•

provides for the ecologically sustainable management and use of forests in the region;

•

is for the purpose of providing long-term stability of forests and forest industries; and

•

has regard to studies and projects carried out in relation to all of the following matters
relevant to the region (a)

environmental values, including old growth, wilderness, endangered species,
national estate values and world heritage values;

(b)

indigenous heritage values;

(c)

economic values of forested areas and forest industries;

(d)

social values (including community needs); and

(e)

principles of ecologically sustainable management.

C
This Agreement is divided into Parts. Part 1 applies to the whole Agreement. Part 2 is not
intended to create legally binding relations. Part 3 is intended to create legally binding relations. The
Attachments are not intended to create legally binding relations except to the extent that this is
necessary to give effect to Part 3.
NOW IT IS AGREED as follows:
PART 1
Interpretation
1.
This Agreement is to be interpreted, unless the contrary intention appears, with reference to the
definitions and general provisions specified in clauses 2 and 3.
Definitions and General Provisions
2.

In this Agreement unless the contrary intention appears:
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“Action Statement” means an Action Statement made under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee
Act 1988 (Vic);
“Agreement” means all parts of this Agreement between the Commonwealth of Australia and
the State of Victoria and includes the Attachments to this Agreement;
“Australian Heritage Commission” or “the Commission” means the Commission
established by the Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975 (Cwth);
“Biodiversity” means biodiversity as defined in the JANIS Report;
“CAR Reserve System” means areas under any of the following categories of land tenure - as
described in the JANIS Report - Dedicated Reserves, Informal Reserves and other areas on
Public Land protected by prescription, and areas of private land where the CAR values are
protected under secure management arrangement by agreement with private landholders. This
reserve system is based on the principles of comprehensiveness, adequacy and
representativeness;
“CAR Values” means the conservation values as described by the JANIS Reserve Criteria
embodied in the CAR Reserve System;
“Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production” means the Code of Forest Practices for
Timber Production Revision No 2 1996 developed in accordance with the Conservation,
Forest and Lands Act 1987 (Vic);
“Code of Practice for Fire Management on Public Land” means the Code of Practice for
Fire Management on Public Land developed pursuant to the Conservation, Forests and Lands
Act 1987 (Vic);
“Competition Principles” means principles as described in the Compendium of National
Competition Policy Agreements, January 1997, National Competition Council;
“Comprehensive Regional Assessment” or “CRA” means the assessment process carried out
pursuant to Attachment 1 of the Scoping Agreement for Victorian Regional Forest Agreements
between the Commonwealth of Australia and the State of Victoria;
“Crown land” means land which is, or is deemed to be, unalienated land of the Crown and
includes-(a)

land of the Crown reserved permanently or temporarily or set aside by or under an
Act; and

(b)

land of the Crown occupied by a person under a lease, licence or other right.

“Dedicated Reserve” means a reserve equivalent to International Union for the Conservation
of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) Protected Area Management Categories I, II, III, or
IV as defined by the IUCN Commission for National Parks and Protected Areas (1994). The
status of Dedicated Reserves is secure, requiring action by the Victorian Parliament or in
accordance with Victorian legislation for reservation or revocation. In Victoria, Dedicated
Reserves include, but are not limited to, parks under the National Parks Act 1975 (Vic) and
flora, fauna or nature conservation reserves under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 (Vic);
“Ecologically Sustainable Forest Management” or “ESFM” means forest management and
use in accordance with the specific objectives and policies for ecologically sustainable
development as detailed in the National Forest Policy Statement;
“Ecological Vegetation Class” or “EVC” means for the purposes of the Agreement a forest
ecosystem as defined in the JANIS Report. EVCs as they exist at the present time are
described in the Central Highlands CRA “Biodiversity Report” published by the
Commonwealth and Victorian RFA Steering Committee in 1997;
“Environmental and Heritage Values” means values assessed pursuant to Attachment 1 of
the RFA Scoping Agreement;
“Environment Conservation Council” means the Council of the same name established
under the Environment Conservation Council Act 1997 (Vic);
“Forest Management Area” or “FMA” means a Forest Management Area as defined in the
Forests Act 1958 (Vic);
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“Forest Management Plan” means a forest management plan as defined in the Code of
Practices for Timber Production to address the full range of values and uses in State forest;
“Forest Management System” means the State’s suite of legislation, policies, codes, plans
and management practices and processes as described in the “Victorian Statewide Assessment
of Ecological Sustainable Forest Management” published by the Commonwealth and
Victorian RFA Steering Committee in 1997 as varied by this Agreement;
“Forest Products” means all live and dead trees, ferns or shrubs or parts thereof;
“Forestry Operations” means (a)

the planting of trees; or

(b)

the managing of trees before they are harvested; or

(c)

the harvesting of Forest Products

for commercial purposes and includes any related land clearing, land preparation and
regeneration (including burning), and transport operations;
“General Management Zone” means the zone of the same name described in the Forest
Management Plan for the Central Highlands;
“Informal Reserve” means a reserve that contains and is managed for conservation values
which unequivocally contribute to the CAR Reserve System and meets the principles for
Informal Reserves as described in the JANIS Report. In Victoria, it includes, but is not limited
to, the State forest Special Protection Zone;
“Integrated Forest Planning System” means Victoria’s integrated forest planning system for
forecasting sustainable yield;
“Interim Forest Agreement” means the Interim Agreement between the Commonwealth of
Australia and the State of Victoria signed in January 1996;
“JANIS Report” means the report by the Joint Australian and New Zealand Environment and
Conservation Council (ANZECC) / Ministerial Council on Forestry, Fisheries and Aquaculture
(MCFFA) National Forests Policy Statement Implementation Sub-committee, titled ‘Nationally
Agreed Criteria for the Establishment of a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative
Reserve System for Forests in Australia’, published by the Commonwealth of Australia in
1997;
“JANIS Reserve Criteria” means the criteria as described in the JANIS Report for
establishing the CAR Reserve System addressing biodiversity, old growth forest and
wilderness, taking account of reserve design and management and social and economic
considerations;
“Land Conservation Council” means the Council established under the former Land
Conservation Act 1970 (Vic);
“Licence, Permit or Authority” in clause 90 means any licence permit or authority pursuant
to the Mineral Resources Development Act 1990 (Vic) and the Extractive Industries
Development Act 1995 (Vic);
“Mineral” means mineral as defined in the Mineral Resources Development Act 1990 (Vic)
and stone as defined in the Extractive Industries Development Act 1995 (Vic), excluding stone
on private land for the private use of the owner and mineral or stone obtained for noncommercial purposes;
“Mining” means any operation or work carried out to obtain Minerals;
“Mining Operations” means
(a)

any operations or work of a commercial nature carried out on a mining licence or
extractive industry work authority with a view to obtaining or treating Minerals; or

(b)

where a valid exploration licence or extractive industry search permit is held, any
operations or work in the area covered by that licence or search permit for the
purpose of exploring for Minerals;

“Mining Product” means any Mineral obtained by Mining;
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“Montreal Process Criteria” means the Montreal Process criteria for the conservation and
sustainable management of temperate and boreal forests;
“Montreal Process Implementation Group” or “MIG” means the Montreal Process
Implementation Group established by the Commonwealth and all State and Territory
Governments;
“National Estate” means those places as defined under section 4 of the Australian Heritage
Commission Act 1975 (Cwth);
“National Estate Values” means values attributed by the Australian Heritage Commission to
the National Estate;
“National Forest Policy Statement” or “NFPS” means the National Forest Policy Statement
1992 endorsed by the Commonwealth and all State and Territory Governments;
“Old Growth forest” means old growth forest as defined in the JANIS Report;
“Parties” means the State of Victoria and the Commonwealth of Australia;
“Party” means a Party to this Agreement;
“Private Land” means lands other than Public Land and land owned or leased by the
Commonwealth;
“Public Land” means public land as defined in section 3 of the Environment Conservation
Council Act 1997 (Vic);
“Recovery Plan” means a recovery plan made under Part 3 of the Endangered Species
Protection Act 1992 (Cwth);
“Regional Forest Agreement” or “RFA” means a Regional Forest Agreement within the
meaning of the Export Control (Hardwood Wood Chips) (1996) Regulations (Cwth);
“Register of the National Estate” means the register of the same name kept pursuant to the
Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975 (Cwth);
“Special Protection Zone” or “SPZ” means the zone of the same name described in the
Forest Management Plan for the Central Highlands;
“State Forest” means land described in section 3 of the Forests Act 1958 (Vic);
“Statement of Significance” means a statement of significance made by the Australian
Heritage Commission for a place which forms part of the National Estate;
“Statewide Forest Resource Inventory” or “SFRI” means Victoria’s Statewide Forest
Resource Inventory of Victoria’s public native forest resources;
“Sustainability Indicators” means qualitative or quantitative measures, at the regional (subnational) level developed to assess the criteria for sustainable forest management;
“Sustainable Yield” means sustainable yield rate as defined in the Forests Act 1958 (Vic);
“Threat Abatement Plan” means a threat abatement plan made under Part 3 of the
Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwth);
“Wilderness Values” means the values of the same name as defined in the JANIS Report;
“Wild Rivers” means a river of natural origin, in which the biological, hydrological and
geomorphological processes of river flow, and intimately linked parts of its catchment, have
not been significantly altered by modern or colonial society. Wild rivers may include
permanent, seasonal or underground water courses;
“Woodchips and Unprocessed Wood” means those goods within the meaning of the Export
Control (Hardwood Wood Chips) (1996) Regulations; the Export Control (Regional Forest
Agreements) Regulations; and the Export Control (Unprocessed Wood) Regulations;
“World Heritage Nomination” means the submission by the Commonwealth of a nominated
area to the UNESCO World Heritage Committee for assessment as a World Heritage area;
“World Heritage Values” means features, formations, areas, and sites of outstanding
universal value within the meaning of Article 2 of the Convention Concerning the Protection
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, also known as the World Heritage Convention.
3.

In this Agreement unless the contrary intention appears:
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(a)

a reference to a clause or Attachment is a reference to a clause or Attachment to this
Agreement and a reference to this Agreement includes a reference to an Attachment;

(b)

a reference to this Agreement or another instrument is a reference to this Agreement or that
other instrument as amended or varied from time to time;

(c)

a reference to a statute or ordinance includes any consolidations, amendments, re-enactments
or replacements thereof and also includes regulations and other instruments made under them;

(d)

a reference to a code or other instrument includes any consolidations or amendments thereof;

(e)

a word importing the singular includes the plural and vice versa, a word importing a gender
includes each other gender and a reference to a person includes an individual, firm, body
corporate, association (whether incorporated or not), government, governmental or semigovernmental body, local authority or agency;

(f)

a reference to an act, matter or thing includes the whole or any part of that act, matter or thing
and a reference to a group of acts, matters, things or persons includes each act, matter, thing or
person in that group;

(g)

where any terms and conditions are added to an Attachment of this Agreement it is agreed that
those terms and conditions will form part of this Agreement;

(h)

headings are inserted for convenience and do not affect the interpretation of this Agreement.

Definition of Region
4.
The area covered by this Agreement is the Central Highlands Region as shown in
Map 1 accompanying this Agreement.
Duration of Agreement
5.

This Agreement takes effect either:

(a)

upon signing by both parties; or

(b)

upon the commencement of regulations amending Item 2 of the Schedule to the Export Control
(Hardwood Wood Chips) (1996) Regulation with the effect of changing the description of the
Central Highlands Region of Victoria to accord with the boundaries of that Region as shown in
Map 1 accompanying this Agreement;

whichever the later, and will remain in force for twenty years.
6.
The process for extending the Agreement for a further period will be determined jointly by the
Parties as part of the third five yearly review.
Basis of Agreement  National Forest Policy Statement
7.
Parties confirm their commitment to the goals, objectives and implementation of the National
Forest Policy Statement (NFPS) by:
• developing and implementing Ecologically Sustainable Forest Management (ESFM);
• establishing a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative (CAR) reserve system; and
• facilitating the development of an internationally competitive wood production and wood products
industry.
Changes to the Agreement
8.
This Agreement may only be amended with the consent, in writing, of both Parties. Parties
agree to work cooperatively to address any differences between them as to the interpretation or
implementation of the Agreement.
Dispute Resolution
9.
The Parties agree that if a dispute arises between the Parties regarding this Agreement it must
be resolved expeditiously in accordance with the provisions of clauses 10 to 14.
10.

When a dispute arises, a Party may serve a notice on the other specifying:

(a)

the nature and substance of the matter or issue in dispute;

(b)

that it is a dispute to be resolved in accordance with clauses 10 to 14.
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11.
Within 14 days of the notice under clause 10 being served the Parties must attempt to settle the
dispute and, in default of settlement, appoint a mediator to conduct a mediation concerning the matter
or issue in dispute.
12.
If the dispute is not settled under clause 11 and the Parties fail to appoint a mediator, either of
them may request the President of the Law Council of Australia, or the equivalent officer of such body
as in future may have the functions of the Law Council of Australia, to nominate a mediator to conduct
the mediation.
13.
The costs of a mediator appointed under clauses 11 or 12 are to be shared equally between the
Parties.
14.

Each of the Parties agrees to use its best endeavours to resolve the dispute through mediation.

Notices
15.
Any notice or other communication to be given or made pursuant to this Agreement shall be in
writing and addressed as the case may be as follows:
THE STATE: The Secretary, Department Of Premier And Cabinet, Treasury Place, EAST
MELBOURNE VIC 3002
THE COMMONWEALTH: The Secretary, Department Of The Prime Minister And Cabinet, 3-5
National Circuit, BARTON ACT 2600
PART 2
16.
This Part is not intended to create legally binding relations and provisions in Part 1 in so far as
they relate to Part 2 are also not binding. Where there are references in this Part to obligations which
are referred to in Part 3 and are intended to be legally binding, they are only included in Part 2 insofar
as they provide context and for the sake of completeness so that the whole scheme which the Parties
wish to implement is set out in this Part. The inclusion of references to these legally binding
obligations in Part 2 does not derogate from the Parties intent that they be legally binding in Part 3.
FUNCTIONING OF THE AGREEMENT
Relationship to the Interim Forest Agreement
17.
This Agreement replaces the Interim Forest Agreement, signed by the Commonwealth and
Victorian governments on 27 January 1996, in relation to the Central Highlands Region.
Relationship to Statutory Obligations
18.
This Agreement cannot impose on either Party or a third party any obligation that is
inconsistent with Australia’s international obligations, or a law of the Commonwealth or of Victoria.
19.
Neither Party will seek to use existing or future legislation to undermine or impede this
Agreement.
20.
The Commonwealth, in signing the Agreement, confirms that its obligations under the
Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975 have been met.
21.
Parties will manage their respective responsibilities with regard to the National Estate in
accordance with the provisions of this Agreement as detailed in Attachment 3.
22.
The Commonwealth confirms it has on or before the date of this Agreement entered into an
agreement with the Australian Heritage Commission in which the Commission has agreed to perform
and comply with all the agreements and confirmations which are specified in Attachment 3 as being
agreements and confirmations on the part of the Commission.
23.
The Commonwealth, in signing the Agreement, confirms that its obligations under the
Environment Protection (Impact of Proposals) Act 1974 have been met. The Commonwealth also
confirms that, under the administrative procedures of the Act, any activities covered by the Agreement,
including the 5 yearly review and minor amendments to the Agreement, will not trigger further
environmental impact assessment.
24.
The Commonwealth, in signing the Agreement, confirms that its obligations under the
Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 have been met.
25.
The Commonwealth notes that its obligations to promote endangered species protection will
involve ongoing cooperative work with Victorian agencies concerning the Central Highlands.
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26.
Parties agree to actively investigate, and participate in, World Heritage assessment of the
Australia-wide Eucalypt theme, including any potential contribution from the Central Highlands region.
27.
Parties note that in order to progress work and then proceed to World Heritage nomination, the
agreement of all relevant governments will be required.
28.
Parties agree that any potential World Heritage nomination involving areas in the Central
Highlands will be from within the CAR Reserve System.
29.
The Commonwealth agrees that it will give full consideration to the potential socio-economic
consequences of any World Heritage nomination of places in the Central Highlands and that any such
nomination will only occur after the fullest consultation and with agreement of the State.
30.
•

The Parties agree that before any World Heritage nomination is made:
all necessary management arrangements, including joint policy coordination arrangements will be
agreed; and

• all related funding issues will be resolved to the satisfaction of both Parties.
31.
Parties note that current Commonwealth export arrangements provide that, after 31 December
1999, exports of hardwood woodchips from native forests will only be permitted from areas covered by
an RFA.
32.
Parties note that no controls under the Export Control Act 1982 will apply to hardwood
woodchips or unprocessed wood sourced from the Central Highlands region while this Agreement is in
place.
33.
The Commonwealth notes Victoria’s intention to separate more clearly its commercial forestry
activities within native State forests from the broader policy, strategic planning and regulatory functions
associated with the management of those forests. Victoria also confirms its commitment to the ongoing
implementation of its plans, codes and prescriptions relevant to the achievement of ESFM.
34.
The Commonwealth notes Victoria’s change to the administration arrangements applying to
the management of its parks, and that the primary emphasis of management will continue to be the
conservation and protection of environmental and heritage values.
Milestones
35.
This Agreement establishes milestones (Attachment 4) and Parties will report annually on their
achievement for the first five years, and then as they fall due and as part of the 5 yearly review, using an
appropriate public reporting mechanism.
Five yearly review
36.
Within each five year period, a review of the performance of the Agreement will be
undertaken. The purpose of the five yearly review is to provide an assessment of progress of the
Agreement against the established milestones, and will include:
• the extent to which milestones and obligations have been met including management of the National
Estate;
• the results of monitoring of sustainability indicators; and
• invited public comment on the performance of the Agreement.
Each review will be scheduled concurrent with the five yearly reviews required for the East Gippsland
RFA.
37.
While the review process will not open up the Agreement to re-negotiation, both Parties may
agree to some minor modifications to incorporate the results of the review.
38.
The outcomes of the review will be made public. The mechanism for the review will be
determined by both Parties before the end of the five year period and the review will be completed
within three months.
ECOLOGICALLY SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT
39.
The Parties agree that ESFM is an objective which requires a long term commitment to
continuous improvement and that the key elements for achieving it are:
• the establishment of a CAR Reserve System (Attachment 1);
• the development of internationally competitive forest products industries; and
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• a fully integrated and strategic forest management system capable of responding to new information.
40.
The Parties agree that Victorian processes and systems provide for ecologically sustainable
management of forests in the Central Highlands and that these processes and systems are accredited in
clause 47 of this Agreement.
Monitoring, Reporting and Consultative Mechanisms
41.

Victoria will report on the results of monitoring of sustainability indicators.

42.
Comprehensive Regional Assessments and the development of this Agreement have provided
extensive opportunities for public participation and reporting. Parties recognise that the public
reporting activities and on-going opportunities for public participation and consultation associated with
existing Victorian and Commonwealth processes and instruments will continue. These processes are
listed in Attachment 5.
43.
In addition to these activities, Victoria agrees to publish future reports of audits of compliance
with the Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production. Supporting documents will also be publicly
available.
44.
Victoria will further develop the transparency and accountability of its forest management
processes through the implementation of an on-going quality assurance program. The program will be
implemented, within three years, utilising expertise external to the forest agency in the Department of
Natural Resources and Environment or its equivalent.
45.

Victoria undertakes to:

(a)

complete and publish regional prescriptions for timber production by the end of 1998;

(b)

use its best endeavours to complete and publish management plans for all National and State
Parks by the end of 1998;

(c)

continue to manage the dedicated reserves within the CAR Reserve System in accordance with
the relevant government approved recommendations of the Land Conservation Council;

(d)

manage cultural values, both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, in the Central Highlands, based
on Statewide Guidelines for the Management of Cultural Heritage Values in Forests, Parks and
Reserves which will be jointly agreed; and

(e)

implement the Integrated Forest Planning System and the Statewide Forest Resource Inventory
(SFRI) in the Central Highlands in time for the next review of sustainable yield due in 2001.

Accreditation
46.
Parties agree that Victoria’s forest management system (including its legislation, policies,
Codes, plans and management practices) as described in the Statewide Assessment of Ecologically
Sustainable Forest Management and including responses reported in Chapter 5 of the Central Highlands
RFA Directions Report provides for continuing improvement in relation to ESFM.
47.
The Commonwealth accredits Victoria’s forest management system for the Central Highlands
as amended by this Agreement. The system includes:
• the Forest Management Plan and the process for its review;
• the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988;
• the process for forecasting sawlog sustainable yield in the Central Highlands; and
• the systems and processes established by the Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production and
the Code of Practice for Fire Management on Public Land.
Sustainability indicators
48.
Parties agree that the current forest management system could be enhanced by further
developing appropriate mechanisms to monitor and review the sustainability of forest management
practices. To ensure that this occurs, Parties agree to establish an appropriate set of sustainability
indicators to monitor forest changes. Any indicators established will be consistent with the Montreal
Process Criteria (as amended from time to time), the current form of which is specified in Attachment 7,
and will take into account the framework of regional indicators developed by the Montreal Process
Implementation Group (MIG). Indicators will be practical, measurable, cost-effective and capable of
being implemented at the regional level.
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49.
In developing effective indicators, Parties agree to take into account the results of the Forest
and Wood Products Research and Development Corporation’s pilot studies for the development of
effective regional indicators.
50.
Development of indicators, and collection of results for those indicators which can be readily
implemented, will be completed in time to enable assessment during the first review of this Agreement.
Private land
51.
The Parties reaffirm their commitments made in the NFPS to the conservation and
management of the private forest estate. The Parties note that Victoria has, under the Planning and
Environment Act 1987, native vegetation retention controls to regulate the clearance of native forest on
private land.
52.
Victoria will continue to encourage private forest owners to ensure that their management
operations are consistent with the Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, and to have in place
adequate mechanisms to protect nature conservation and catchment values.
53.
Ecological vegetation classes which are priorities for the CAR Reserve System and which
occur on private land are listed in Attachment 1. Parties agree that the EVCs listed in Attachment 1 can
be managed to protect values consistent with the JANIS Reserve Criteria
54.
or could contribute to the CAR Reserve System through a range of mechanisms, with the
consent of the land owner.
Threatened Flora and Fauna
55.
The Parties agree that the CAR Reserve System, actions under the Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act 1988 and the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992, and the application of a range of
management strategies in the Central Highlands Forest Management Plan provide for the protection of
rare or threatened flora and fauna species and ecological communities.
56.
Where threatened species, ecological communities and threatening processes restricted to
Victoria are listed under both the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 and the Endangered Species
Protection Act 1992, any new or revised Action Statements will be jointly prepared to meet the
requirements of both Acts. Where the Action Statements meet the requirement of the Endangered
Species Protection Act 1992, the Commonwealth intends to adopt Action Statements as Recovery Plans
under Section 46 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992.
57.
Recovery Plans for items listed under both Acts and extending beyond Victoria will be
prepared jointly with Victoria and other relevant governments, and incorporate the agreed Action
Statement as the Victorian component of the Recovery Plan.
58.
Parties will continue to consult on the priorities for listing threatened species, ecological
communities and threatening processes, and the preparation of Action Statements and Recovery Plans,
recognising that priorities can change in the light of new information. Currently agreed priorities and
commitments for the next five years are outlined in Attachment 2.
59.
Parties reaffirm their commitment that species in the Central Highlands for which Recovery
Plans or Action Statements have already been prepared will have all recommended actions completed
or significantly advanced in accordance with the timelines specified in the Recovery Plans or Action
Statements.
60.
Parties agree that within five years pest plant and pest animal control programs will be
developed in accordance with the Central Highlands Forest Management Plan.
THE CAR RESERVE SYSTEM
61.
Parties agree that the primary function of the CAR Reserve System is to ensure the
conservation and protection of environment and heritage values.
62.
Parties agree that the CAR Reserve System as identified on Map 1 and described in
Attachment 1, in conjunction with the arrangements proposed for private land in Attachment 1, satisfies
the JANIS Reserve Criteria. Each element of the reserve system will be administered in accordance
with Victorian legislation.
63.
Victoria agrees to implement the CAR Reserve System described in Attachment 1 and
identified on Map 1.
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64.
Parties agree that changes to that component of the CAR Reserve System in State forest will
only occur in accordance with this Agreement, will not lead to a net deterioration in the protection of
identified CAR values1, and will be publicly available.
65.
Parties agree that best endeavours will be used to maintain the levels of protection of national
estate values in a regional context, however, minor changes to the levels of protection of individual
values may occur as a result of changes to the CAR Reserve System in State forest.
66.
Victoria agrees to produce and publish by 30 June 1998 the Central Highlands Forest
Management Plan that reflects the outcomes of this Agreement.
67.
Parties recognise that all Victorian rainforest is protected from harvesting through the range of
mechanisms described in Attachment 1.
INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT
68.
The Parties agree that State forest outside the CAR Reserve System is available for timber
harvesting in accordance with the Central Highlands Forest Management Plan and the Code of Forest
Practices for Timber Production. Victoria also confirms that the sustainable yield for forests for the
Central Highlands will continue to be based on areas available for timber harvesting outside the CAR
Reserve System.
69.
Parties agree that any changes to the area of State forest will not lead to a net deterioration in
the timber production capacity of those areas available for harvesting in terms of volume, species and
quality.
70.
The Parties acknowledge that the forest-based industries in the Central Highlands make a
significant contribution to both the regional and State economies and are an essential component of
many communities in the region. The Parties intend that this Agreement will enhance opportunities for
further growth and development of forest-based industries in the Central Highlands and provide longterm stability for these industries. The Parties therefore acknowledge that this Agreement must provide
enhanced security of access to resources on forested land for the life of the Agreement. This, in turn
will facilitate industry development through:
• new investment, plantation development, reforestation, downstream processing, value-adding and
jobs growth in forests-based industries;
• further introduction of new technology, enhanced utilisation of regrowth timber for sawn products,
thinning of regrowth forests and more efficient utilisation of residual wood;
• investment in mineral exploration and mining; and
• tourism and recreation investment.
71.
As part of providing greater security of access to forest resources, the Commonwealth will not
prevent enterprises obtaining, using or exporting timber, woodchips or unprocessed wood products
sourced from the Central Highlands region in accordance with this Agreement.
72.
The Parties acknowledge that this Agreement is expected to provide as a minimum the current
legislated sustainable yield of D+ sawlogs (415,000 m3 per annum) from the Dandenong, Central and
Central Gippsland Forest Management Areas (FMAs) for the next twenty years, but recognise that
sustainable yield levels in Victoria are subject to periodic review. Economic and social issues have
been taken into account in providing a land base that is expected to deliver these yields. Sustainable
yield levels in these FMAs will be reviewed when new resource information becomes available from the
Statewide Forest Resource Inventory (SFRI) which should be completed by the end of 1999. When the
sustainable yield for these FMAs is confirmed following this review, Victoria agrees to supply the
revised sustainable yield level from these FMAs to the industry, in accordance with the requirements of
the Forests Act. However, the Parties note that Victoria is committed to supply, as a minimum, the
current licensed volume of D+ sawlogs (345,000m3 per annum) for the next twenty years from these
FMAs. The Parties also agree that Victoria will manage the forest estate in the Central Highlands to at
least maintain its timber production capacity in terms of volume, species and quality.
73.
Wherever possible Victoria will enhance Statewide silvicultural programs and reforestation
works to improve the productive capacity of State forests.
74.
Both Parties are committed to the implementation of a Hardwood Timber Industry
Development and Restructuring Program for Victoria. Parties agree to develop a Memorandum of
1

Identified CAR values are those conservation values addressed in the JANIS Report.
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Understanding for a joint Commonwealth-Victorian Hardwood Timber Industry Development and
Restructuring Program which will establish the respective roles and responsibilities of the two
governments in administering the program. The Parties further agree that a total of $27.6 million is
available to implement the program across the five Victorian RFA regions (refer clause 91).
INDIGENOUS HERITAGE
75.
The Parties agree to develop a package of measures that will be implemented by Victoria to
ensure the appropriate management of Aboriginal heritage including the maintenance of traditional
historic uses and values, in the Central Highlands. These measures are the development of: Statewide
guidelines for the management of cultural heritage values; provision for participation and negotiation
through the establishment of formal consultation mechanisms with local Aboriginal communities;
modelling to establish priority areas for future surveys of Aboriginal sites; and training of staff.
76.
This Agreement is not intended to influence either current or future Native Title claims in any
way. Where any government action to implement this Agreement could affect Native Title, that action
will be taken in accordance with the Native Title Act 1993.
PLANTATIONS
77.
The Parties recognise that export controls have been removed from unprocessed wood and
woodchips sourced from Victorian plantations in accordance with the Export Control (Unprocessed
Wood) Regulations.
OTHER FOREST USES
78.
Parties agree that forest uses other than timber production will be determined in accordance
with Victorian legislation with due regard for protection of environmental and heritage values. In some
limited circumstances that do not relate to the substance of this Agreement (for example foreign
investment approval, export controls for non-forest products and major infrastructure developments)
Commonwealth legislative provisions may also apply.
79.
Parties recognise that under legislative provisions in Victoria, issuing of new exploration
licences and subsequent mining is not permitted in National Parks, Wilderness Parks, State Parks and
Reference Areas.
80.
Parties recognise that exploration and mining may be permitted in parts of the CAR Reserve
System, other than those identified in Clause 78, where the identified conservation values are not
incompatible with exploration and mining. To this end, Victoria will ensure that in accordance with
relevant Victorian legislation proposed Mining Operations in the CAR Reserve System will be subject
to an Environmental Effects Statement or planning permission (eg planning permit) as required. In the
case of exploration, the provisions of the Mineral Resources Development Act 1990 require the
application of conditions to protect environmental values, and may in the case of proposed road
construction or bulk sampling require an exploration impact statement. Victoria will ensure these
provisions apply to proposed exploration activities in the CAR Reserve System. The Parties note that,
in accordance with the Central Highlands Forest Management Plan, no new activities under the
Extractive Industries Development Act 1995 will be permitted in the State forest component of the CAR
Reserve System unless it will make a significant contribution to the regional economy and unless the
values within the CAR Reserve System can be maintained or provided for elsewhere.
81.
Rehabilitation of any mining site will be in accordance with the provisions of the Mineral
Resources Development Act 1990 or the Extractive Industries Development Act 1995, and it will aim to
achieve world’s best practice.
82.
The Parties recognise that the Central Highlands region is an important source of water,
particularly for Melbourne. Victoria will develop a long term timber harvesting and water production
strategy for the Thomson Reservoir catchment in accordance with the Central Highlands Forest
Management Plan when timber resource data (SFRI) becomes available in 1999.
COMPETITION PRINCIPLES
83.
Parties recognise that under the Competition Principles Agreement, Governments aim to
achieve more transparency and greater efficiency in Government owned business enterprises. The
Commonwealth agrees that the day to day pricing and allocation arrangements for wood from public
forests are matters for Victoria. Victoria confirms its commitment to the pricing and allocation
principles set out in the National Forest Policy Statement. Victoria confirms that legislation and
policies relevant to the allocation and pricing of hardwood logs from State forests will be reviewed as
part of the Competition Principles Agreement before the end of 1999. Competitive neutrality principles
will be taken into account in any changes following the review.
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RESEARCH
84.
The results of the Comprehensive Regional Assessments of the forest values of the Central
Highlands indicated a number of areas requiring further research. The Compendium of Victorian
Forest Research (in prep) will provide a bibliography of research in progress as well as published and
unpublished works. Parties have outlined Statewide research priorities in Attachment 6.
85.
Parties agree to consult each other in the development of future research projects that may
affect the Agreement and note that the subject areas and priorities may change throughout the duration
of the Agreement.
86.
Parties agree to make publicly available, wherever possible, research reports relevant to this
Agreement.
DATA AGREEMENT
87.
Parties note the development of a State-wide data agreement. Both Parties agree to develop a
schedule to the State-wide agreement concerning the management of the data used to develop this
Agreement within six months of signing. The data agreement covers:
• ownership and custodianship;
• archival lodging and location and associated documentation standards; and
• access, use and maintenance of the data.
Parties also agree to lodge archival copies of data within six months of signing this Agreement.
PART 3
Nature of Obligations under this Part
88.
It is the intention of the Parties that this Part is to create legally enforceable rights and
obligations. It is also their intention that, in the event that any provision of this Part exceeds the power
of either Party or is unenforceable for any other reason, that provision is to be read as not intending to
create legally enforceable rights and obligations.
Forest Management
89.
Victoria will:
89.1.

Complete and publish regional prescriptions for timber production by the end of 1998;

89.2.
Implement the Integrated Forest Planning System and the Statewide Forest Resource Inventory
(SFRI) in the Central Highlands in time for the next review of sustainable yield due in 2001;
89.3.
Publish future reports of audits of compliance with the Code of Forest Practices for Timber
Production;
89.4.
Review legislation and policies relevant to the allocation and pricing of hardwood logs from
State forest as part of the Competition Principles Agreement before the end of 1999;
89.5.
Use its best endeavours to complete and publish management plans for all National and State
Parks by the end of 1998.
90.

The Commonwealth will:

90.1.
Maintain accreditation of Victoria’s forest management system for the Central Highlands as
amended by this Agreement providing changes to the system are consistent with the provisions of this
Agreement;
90.2.
Not prevent enterprises obtaining, using or exporting timber, woodchips or unprocessed wood
products sourced from the Central Highlands region in accordance with this Agreement.
Compensation
91.
The Parties agree that:
91.1.
If to protect the environment and heritage values in native forests and in connection therewith
the protection of:
(a)

CAR Values; or

(b)

National Estate Values; or

(c)

World Heritage Values; or

(d)

Wild Rivers
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the Commonwealth takes any Action during the period of this Agreement which is inconsistent with any
provision of this Agreement and a foreseeable and probable consequence of which is to prevent or
substantially limit:
(e)

the use of land which is not included within the CAR Reserve System for Forestry Operations
which, immediately before the announcement of the proposed Commonwealth Action, are
being undertaken or were intended to be undertaken at any time or the use of land which is not
included within the CAR Reserve System or of land within that system but not within a
Dedicated Reserve in which mineral exploration and mining is prohibited pursuant to a
statutory licence, permit or authority permitting those Mining Operations which was in force
immediately prior to the announcement of the proposed Commonwealth Action; or,

(f)

the sale or commercial use of Forest Products sourced from land which is not included within
the CAR Reserve System or the first sale or first commercial use of Mining Products sourced
from land which is not included within the CAR Reserve System or land within that system but
not within a Dedicated Reserve in which mineral exploration and mining is prohibited for a
purpose for which, immediately prior to the announcement of the proposed Commonwealth
Action, they had been intended to be sold or used commercially at any time; or,

(g)

the construction on land which is not included within the CAR Reserve System of roads being
built or intended to be built, immediately before the announcement of the proposed
Commonwealth Action, where those roads’ primary purpose is for the transportation of Forest
Products sourced from land which is not included within the CAR Reserve System,

the Commonwealth will pay compensation to the State in accordance with the remaining provisions of
clauses 90.2 to 90.20.
91.2.

Subject to:

(a)

clauses 90.3, 90.4, 90.5, 90.6, 90.8, 90.9, 90.10, 90.11 and 90.12 the compensation to be paid
by the Commonwealth to the State in accordance with clause 90.1 in relation to the prevention
by Commonwealth Action of the use of land for Forestry Operations or prevention by
Commonwealth Action of the sale or commercial use of Forest Products is the amount of the
reasonable loss or damage sustained by reason of that prevention, calculated as at the time at
which the prevention referred to in clause 90.1 occurred, by any person in any of the following
classes of person:
(i)

the Owner of the land or of the Forest Products on the land;

(ii)

any person who, prior to the announcement of the proposed Commonwealth Action
but not in anticipation of that Action, entered into a contract with the Owner of the
land or of the Forest Products on the land or with any person mentioned in subparagraph (iii) below for the carrying out of Forestry Operations on the land; and

(iii)

any person who, prior to the announcement of the proposed Commonwealth Action
but not in anticipation of that Action, entered into a contract with the Owner of the
land or of the Forest Products on the land to purchase the Forest Products on the land.

(b)

clauses 90.3, 90.4, 90.5, 90.6, 90.7, 90.8, 90.10, 90.11 and 90.12 the compensation to be paid
by the Commonwealth to the State in accordance with clause 90.1 in relation to the prevention
by Commonwealth Action of the use of land for Mining Operations or the first sale or first
commercial use of Mining Products is the amount of the reasonable loss or damage sustained
by reason of that prevention, calculated as at the time at which the prevention referred to in
clause 90.1 occurred, by any person carrying on Mining Operations on the land pursuant to a
statutory licence, permit or authority permitting those operations which was in force
immediately prior to the announcement of the proposed Commonwealth Action.

(c)

clauses 90.3, 90.6, 90.8, 90.11 and 90.12 the compensation to be paid by the Commonwealth
to the State in accordance with clause 90.1 in relation to the prevention by Commonwealth
Action of construction of a road is the amount of reasonable loss or damage sustained by
reason of that prevention, calculated as at the time at which the prevention referred to in clause
90.1 occurred, by any person who, immediately before the announcement of the proposed
Commonwealth Action, was contracted to construct that road.

91.3.
No amount of compensation is payable in the event of any loss or damage being sustained
which would have been so sustained regardless of the Commonwealth Action. No compensation is
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payable hereunder in respect of any additional areas included pursuant to this Agreement in the CAR
Reserve System.
91.4.
The State warrants that no claim will be made in respect of areas where Forestry Operations or
Mining Operations would not have been permitted by this Agreement and that any claims will be
certified by it as being or not being in respect of such areas and as having been assessed by the State in
this regard.
91.5.
The State warrants that no claim will be made in respect of Forest Products or Mining
Products which would not have been available for sale or commercial use under this Agreement and
that any claims will be certified by it as being or not being in respect of such Products and as having
been assessed by the State in this regard.
91.6.
The State undertakes to supply to the Commonwealth on request information, including as to
areas protected by prescription, required by the Commonwealth for the purposes of considering claims
under this clause.
91.7.
To the extent that clause 90.2 (b) relates to loss or damage in respect of an exploration licence
or search permit, that clause is to be read as providing for compensation to be payable only:
(a)

in respect of the part of the area to which that licence or permit relates that is affected by the
Commonwealth Action; and

(b)

up to the loss in market value of that licence or permit resulting from the prevention of the
Mining Operations.

91.8.
Any claim made by the State hereunder is to be notified in writing within 6 months after the
loss or damage is sustained.
91.9.
For the purposes of clause 90.1(e), the intention to conduct Forestry Operations is to be
established on the basis of contracts, documentation of management history or other records
establishing clear intent and in existence immediately prior to the announcement of the proposed
Commonwealth Action.
91.10. For the purposes of clause 90.1(f), the purpose for which there was an intention to sell or use
commercially is to be established on the basis of contracts, documentation of management history or
other records establishing clear intent and in existence immediately prior to the announcement of the
proposed Commonwealth Action.
91.11. No compensation is payable under clause 90.2 in relation to any loss or damage which the
person who sustained the loss or damage might have avoided by taking reasonable steps in mitigation
including by the making of alternative contractual arrangements which would have avoided or reduced
that loss or damage.
91.12. Clause 90.2 does not apply so as to entitle the State to recover compensation more than once in
respect of the same loss or damage.
91.13.

The initial procedure in relation to a claim for compensation under this clause is as follows:

(a)

The State is to make the claim for compensation by a notice in writing to the Commonwealth
which indicates the amount claimed, for whom the claim is made, the area to which it relates
and gives detailed particulars of the basis for the claim, and of the manner in which it has been
calculated.

(b)

Where there is a dispute concerning a claim for compensation, or on or before the expiry of
thirty days after the receipt of a claim, the Commonwealth notifies the State that it does not
accept the amount claimed then either Party may serve a notice of dispute under clause 10.

(c)

In the event that the amount of compensation payable in response to a claim has not been
agreed in the dispute resolution process for which clauses 10 to 14 provide, or the
Commonwealth fails to pay the agreed amount of compensation to the State within 60 days of
agreement (for reasons other than lack of the necessary appropriation), the Parties hereby refer
the claim to arbitration in accordance with the Commercial Arbitration Act 1984 (Vic).

91.14. The procedure in relation to any arbitration required by reason of the provisions of clause
90.13 is as follows:
(a)

The Parties must meet to appoint an arbitrator within 7 days of an unsuccessful mediation.

(b)

If the Parties are unable to agree on the appointment of an arbitrator, either of them may refer
the matter to the President of the Law Council of Australia, or equivalent officer of such body
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as in future may have the functions of the Law Council of Australia, with a request that that
person appoint an arbitrator.
(c)

At an arbitration under this clause:
(i)

the Parties are entitled to representation by a legal practitioner qualified to practice in
any State or Territory of Australia;

(ii)

the arbitrator may order the Parties to discover any relevant documents prior to the
hearing;

(iii)

the arbitrator may order the Parties to exchange proofs of evidence of witnesses
(whether expert or not) prior to the hearing;

(iv)

the arbitrator may, in accordance with the Commercial Arbitration Act 1984 (Vic),
inform himself or herself in relation to any matter in such manner as the arbitrator
thinks fit; provided that if the arbitrator takes advice from any person who is not a Party
to this Agreement as to the matters in issue, the arbitrator must provide the Parties with
an opportunity to:
(1)

make submissions on the matter in which the advice is to be taken;

(2)

make submissions on the identity of the person from whom the
advice is to be taken;

(3)

make submission on the substance of any advice given before
making any decision on the issue on which the advice is taken.

91.15. Unless the Commonwealth appeals the decision of the arbitrator under the Commercial
Arbitration Act 1984 (Vic), and subject to clause 90.18, the Commonwealth undertakes to pay the State
the amount of any award made by an arbitrator under clause 90.14 as a debt due to the State, within 60
days of the award.
91.16. Except where the State is the person who sustained the relevant loss or damage, any payment
of compensation made by the Commonwealth to the State in accordance with this clause will be paid to
and received by the State as trustee for the person who sustained the relevant loss or damage.
91.17. Subject to clause 90.18(b), where the State receives monies as a trustee pursuant to clause
90.16, it will pay those monies to the person who sustained the relevant loss or damage within 30 days.
(a)

Where the Commonwealth has agreed to pay compensation to the State under this clause, or an
award of compensation has been made under clause 90.14 as a result of arbitration, and the
Commonwealth claims that events have since taken place which have the result that the
compensation so agreed or awarded no longer reflects the actual loss or damage that has been
or will be sustained, the Commonwealth may by notice in writing to the State, decline to pay
that compensation.

(b)

If a notice under paragraph (a) is delivered after the State has received the compensation so
agreed or awarded, but before the State has paid it to the person who sustained the relevant
loss or damage, the State will not pay the compensation to that person.

(c)

If a notice under paragraph (a) is delivered, the Parties will attempt to agree the amount of the
compensation which the Commonwealth should pay, and (i)

in default of agreement, will first seek to resolve the dispute by dispute resolution under
clauses 10 to 14; and

(ii)

in the event that the dispute is not so resolved, or the Commonwealth fails to pay the
agreed amount of compensation to the State within 60 days of agreement (for reasons
other than lack of the necessary appropriation), hereby refer the claim for compensation
to arbitration in accordance with the Commercial Arbitration Act 1984 (Vic)

(d)

Subject to paragraph (e) of this clause, where an arbitration takes place in accordance with
sub-paragraph (c)(ii), clauses 90.14 and 90.15 of this Agreement apply to that arbitration and
to any amount awarded in that arbitration.

(e)

If, following the observance of paragraph (c) of this clause, it is determined by agreement or
award that the Commonwealth should pay a reduced amount of compensation to the State, the
State will within 30 days of that determination -
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(i)

repay to the Commonwealth the amount by which the compensation paid to it by the
Commonwealth is reduced; and

(ii)

pay the balance of the compensation to the person who sustained the relevant loss or
damage.

(f)

If, following the observance of paragraph (c) of this clause, it is determined by agreement or
award that the amount of compensation previously paid to the State is correct the State will
within 30 days of that determination pay to the person who sustained the relevant loss or
damage the amount of the compensation previously paid to it by the Commonwealth.

91.18.

Where the State:

(a)

has received monies as a trustee pursuant to clause 90.16; and

(b)

has made all reasonable endeavours to pay the monies to the person who sustained the relevant
loss or damage; and

(c)

but has been unable to do so within six months of receiving payment

the State shall repay to the Commonwealth at the expiry of that period the monies so received.
91.19.

In this clause

(a)

“Action” means
(i)
(ii)

(b)

the commencement of legislation or subordinate legislation; and
administrative action which is taken pursuant to legislation or subordinate legislation,
or otherwise than in accordance with such legislation.

“Owner” means
(i)

(ii)

in relation to land
(1)

the owner of any estate or interest in that land, including the Crown in right
of the State; and

(2)

any statutory corporation which has the power to carry on Forestry
Operations or Mining Operations, as the case may be, on the land for profit.

in relation to Forest Products or Mining Products, as the case may be, the owner of any
interest in those products.

Industry Development Funding
92.
The Commonwealth will, subject to the terms and conditions under any Commonwealth Act
which appropriates money, provide an amount of $13.8 million and Victoria will provide $13.8 million
to implement a Hardwood Timber Industry Development and Restructuring Program subject to the
development of a Memorandum of Understanding between the two Parties which establishes the
respective roles and responsibilities of the two governments in administering the Program.
Termination
93.
This Agreement may only be terminated by the Commonwealth:
(a)

with the consent of the State; or

(b)

where the dispute resolution procedures in clauses 10 to 14 have been observed and the State
has been given a 90 day period of notice on:
(i)

a failure by the State to comply with clause 62, being a failure to implement the CAR
Reserve System described in Attachment 1 and to manage and conserve the identified
CAR values; or

(ii)

a failure to comply with clause 65, being a failure to produce and publish by 30 June
1998 the Central Highlands Forest Management Plan that reflects the outcomes of this
Agreement; or

(iii)

a failure to comply with publishing and/or reporting requirements in accordance with
clauses 41 and 43 and 45(a); or

(iv)

a failure to comply with clause 45(e), being a failure to implement the Integrated Forest
Planning System and the Statewide Forest Resource Inventory (SFRI) in the Central
Highlands in time for the next review of sustainable yield due in 2001; or
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(v)

a failure by the State to observe the terms and conditions referred to in clause 91 or a
failure to use the money referred to in clause 91 for the purpose for which it is
appropriated;

other than a failure of a minor nature which is not one or part of a series of deliberate or
reckless failures of a minor nature; and save that the above provisions do not apply if
rectification is possible and has occurred before the end of the 90 day period; or
(c)

on a fundamental failure by the State to comply with the spirit of the Agreement after the
observance of the dispute resolution procedures in clauses 10 to 14.

94.

The Agreement may only be terminated by the State:

(a)

with the consent of the Commonwealth; or

(b)

where the dispute resolution procedures in clauses 10 to 14 have been observed and the
Commonwealth has been given a 90 day period of notice on:
(i)

a breach by the Commonwealth of clause 91, being a failure to pay the financial
assistance in accordance with that clause; or

(ii)

a failure by the Commonwealth to comply with clause 90, being a failure to pay
compensation due under that clause;

save that the above provisions do not apply if rectification is possible and has occurred before
the end of the 90 day period; or
(c)

on a fundamental failure by the Commonwealth to comply with the spirit of the Agreement
after the observance of the dispute resolution procedures in clauses 10 to 14.
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APPENDIX 2 ISSUES RAISED DURING CONSULTATION
A range of consultative opportunities has been undertaken to obtain community views and aspirations that need
to be considered in developing a RFA for the North East. Following the release of the CRA reports public
meetings were held in Corryong on 1 September and 27 October, in Myrtleford on 2 September and 28 October,
and in Mansfield on 3 September and 29 October 1998. In addition, meetings with State stakeholder groups
were held in Melbourne on 9 September and 16 October 1998. Other meetings have taken place with various
interest groups, both in Melbourne and the North East. A number of people and organisations also provided
written comments and information. The issues raised through these processes are outlined below and are
broadly classified into those related to the RFA process, the CAR reserve system, ecologically sustainable forest
management, certainty and development for forest industries, and community issues. Some issues covered more
than one category.
A number of the issues, though important in a broader regional context, are not directly related to the RFA
process or outcomes and there is limited ability to address them within the RFA. The RFA process has
highlighted some of these issues and has provided information that could be used to support action to address
them, including potential access to programs identified in Appendix 4.
Some of the issues were raised by individuals, while others were put by representatives of various groups. As
such it is not possible for the information provided below to gauge the representativeness of each issue. The
comments and issues raised do not necessarily reflect the views of the Commonwealth or Victorian
governments. Members of the RFA team responded to most of the issues when they were raised or they are
addressed elsewhere in this report so responses are not reiterated below.
Many of the following issues were also raised during workshops, meetings and discussions conducted as part of
the social assessment work undertaken prior to the development of the CRA report.
RFA PROCESS
• Federal parliament processes for agreeing on the RFA.
• The difference that RFAs will make to the controversy over forests.
• The relationship between the RFA and ECC box-ironbark study.
• Achieving JANIS targets either regionally or State wide.
• The status of the RFA legislation. Concern that politicians will change RFAs.
• Who writes the Directions report.
• Representation of the community on the Steering Committee.
• Availability of timber resource data.
• Would sustainable yield be completed before the RFA.
• Reporting of public opinion in the CRA Report eg. Wongungarra catchment and Stanley Plateau.
• Availability of the Social Assessment report.
• Clarification of the consultation process and the timing of future meetings, reports and for lodging
submissions.
• Availability of digital information to the public for developing options.
• Will the Directions Report contain options.
• Timing of stakeholder input for consideration in options.
• Concern that red gum forests are not included in RFAs.
• Whilst the RFA process is behind schedule it places industry at a competitive disadvantage to regions with
RFAs.
• Whether the RFA will be subject to national competition policy and if any options are inconsistent with the
national competition policy whether they need to be changed.
• The process for review of RFAs.
• How will plantations feature in the final agreement.
• The relationship of the Forest Management Plan and RFA. Whether the RFA looks at future management
and maintaining reserves.
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COMPREHENSIVE, ADEQUATE AND REPRESENTATIVE RESERVE SYSTEM
• Addition of the Wongungarra and Stanley Plateau to the dedicated reserve system.
• The reservation levels of the large areas of old-growth documented in the CRA report.
• Interconnection of reserves by wildlife corridors.
• The need for information and financial incentives to encourage people to manage and conserve endangered
EVCs on their property.
• Active Landcare groups are willing to conserve environmental values though they need to be advised on
which EVCs are endangered so that they can be protected. Seed collection from endangered EVCs is one
way to expand them.
• The use of carbon credits to subsidise revegetation of rare, endangered and vulnerable communities.
• How old-growth forest and wilderness are determined and the amount to be protected.
• Management of Special Protection Zones.
• The relevance of the Spotted Tree Frog to the region.
• The reason why Wongungarra is not rated as wilderness in the report.
• Query on whether mining heritage is covered in detail.
• The status of the national estate assessment and how it will reflect existing values and any new information.
• Does the RFA look at private land for EVC protection.
• Are the endangered, vulnerable and rare EVCs addressed at the national or regional level.
• The level of precision in the pre-1750 extent of Ecological Vegetation Classes.
• Concern that in the Central Highlands region there was no clear statement of socio-economic value of the
areas to be included in the CAR reserve system, and whether for the North East region this information will
be available to stakeholders.
• Social and economic assessment of reserve options(what ifs).
ECOLOGICALLY SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT AND FOREST MANAGEMENT
PLANNING
• Blackberry control, Mistletoe and weed control .
• Fox control and feral animal control.
• Management of water harvesting and maintenance of water quality.
• Funding on research into development of native species for wood production.
• Availability of NHT funding for weed control, particularly blackberries.
• The level of government assistance to volunteer fire fighting groups given that fire management requirements
increase with expansion of commercial pine plantations.
• Research on the effect of fuel reduction burning on weeds, fuel reduction and species composition.
• How sustainable yield is calculated.
• The community should support NRE fuel reduction programs - they protect lives and property.
• The spread of pines into native forests.
• Approval process for harvesting pine plantations, particularly those near Bright.
• Access to wilderness areas, especially for fuel reduction burning.
• A roadside management plan is being prepared regionally but pasture grasses are out-competing native
vegetation communities along roadsides.
• Future management of horse riding.
• How the RFA determines the details of forest use.
• The duration of Forest Management Plans.
• Harvesting of native forest more sustainable than plantation monocultures.
• Removal of forest waste destructive to ecology.
• An update on the 5 point plan for indigenous heritage protection.
• Concern that the statement on page 177 of the North East CRA report regarding fire management research in
the Wombat forest is not valid to the North East, due to a difference in understorey species.
• Regarding input into private land, what place does the RFA have in the plantations programs.
• Does the RFA take into account regional catchment strategies.
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• The level of biodiversity be maintained.
• Existing RFAs, world class reserve system, and industry activities conducted in a sustainable manner.
• There are other values to economics. Biodiversity is declining. Would like to see no timber harvesting as it
has affected the aesthetics and biodiversity of the area. Recently discovered vulnerable species at Stanley.
• What happens to biodiversity after a wildfire like the 1939 fire.
• Comment on fuel reduction burning occurring adjacent to private property 3 times in 6 years which has
eliminated heath species.
DEVELOPMENT FOR FOREST INDUSTRIES AND CERTAINTY
• Collection of bush foods and medicines is not mentioned in the report as another forest use. Examples
include St Johns Wort, English Broom, wildflowers, and truffles.
• The ecological benefits of plantations of native species.
• Mount Beauty sawmill utilises 100 per cent of sawlog with 80 per cent being value added.
• The Wongungarra is important for the timber industry as it has mature alpine ash resource.
• There is potential to increase timber production from forests through the use of portable sawmills.
• Incentives for landholders to increase timber production from existing holdings and to increase the size of
their plantations.
• Currently industry is relying on mature resource, once this is exhausted regrowth will be mature enough to
harvest.
• Maintaining current levels of harvesting.
• There is no guarantee that 15 year licence quantities will be met. Concern about availability and future
licence commitments eg. licensee in Wangaratta FMA is having to source timber from Central FMA at the
present time, due to constraints imposed by protection of Long-footed Potoroo.
• Future resource availability from the Buffalo area.
• The DFA areas set aside for Long Footed Potoroo need to be reconsidered and policies need to take into
account the social assessment findings.
• Restrictions on harvesting in DFA areas are having significant impacts on industry in the North East. A study
needs to be undertaken on impacts of harvesting on Potoroo. The Potoroo found in Cabbage Tree area where
timber and other activities are taking place.
• Include in the RFA a commitment to a minimum volume, quality and species as provided in the Central
Highland RFA, and that future changes would be on a resource neutral basis.
• Status quo or reduction in land base. Industry is looking for a growth option. Thinning to increase from
available land base eg. round wood not fully utilised and governments should be developing markets.
• Whether cattle grazing would increase or decrease.
• The relative value of tourism and timber production in the region.
• Relative priority for timber harvesting or mining where these two uses conflict.
• Concern about an information bias due to the value of mining would be greater than indicated by the 36
active licences .
• Concern that the social assessment telephone survey targeted people living in the region. Concern that the
conclusion in the CRA report chapter on social assessment, that a change in timber industry will adversely
affect people was not supported by the data presented in that chapter, particularly the data in Table 11.1.
• The CRA report does not sufficiently highlight the importance of tourism on the Stanley Plateau.
• The sustainability of harvesting given that the report says that 65 per cent of harvested Ash is regrowth and
35 per cent is from mature forest.
• The tourism and recreation assessment has not referred to deer hunting which is a significant use in the North
East.
• Deer hunting is excluded from some National Parks. Foothill forests are becoming good for deer hunting.
Would the RFA set aside areas where deer hunting is excluded. If reserve areas are developed, then
consideration needs to be given to allowing stalking etc. Deer could become a problem as vermin if there are
restrictions on deer hunting.
• Whether there has been a study on population dynamics of deers.
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• Carr government in Eden put forward $6-7 million for a processing plant. Is the government putting forward
proposals in the North East.
• The contribution Wongungarra makes to timber resources.
• The advantage of RFAs for the timber industry includes: meeting commitments, security with financial
institutions, domestic and international markets, social and economic stability. Reluctance to commitment of
investment development of new markets without guarantee provided by RFAs.
• The North East region does not have a full and complete residual market. Ability of Commonwealth and
State governments to explore opportunities for markets.
• Encouraging firewood and running a power generation plant from residual timber.
• Consideration of opportunities for growth and development of industry eg thinnings, increased access,
maintain current opportunities. Value adding provides for export opportunities.
• Examination of cross industry impacts.
• Enhancing production from existing land base.
• Change in the balance of land available for timber production since 1750 through to the 1970s, 1980s and
1990s.
• Content of CRAs discuss employment and values, but there are gaps in offshoot industries eg furniture and
tourism employment (eg. blacksmith, vets, horse rug makers, gold pan makers, etc)
• Economic spin off in towns from deer hunting.
• Importance of Beechworth region for endurance riding. Cannot ride horses on hard rock roads in plantation
areas.
• If tourism expands more than the timber industry, would there be a change in the JANIS criteria.
• Inappropriate to compare tourism and logging figures in a small area.
• Small tourism operators in rural areas have increased with timber harvesting.
• Timber harvesting is taking more without generating jobs.
• Timber industry is sustainable and industry wish to continue on a sustainable basis. Keep it a multiple use
forest for all to benefit.
• Employment increase - with value adding more jobs created for same volume than in the past.
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OTHER ISSUES
• Tourism and timber harvesting industries are compatible.
• The volunteer bush fire brigades make a large contribution to the community and forestry operations in the
bush assist in the work of the volunteer brigades.
• The interest of tourists in seeing impact of harvesting and regeneration.
• Restrictions on recreational and commercial prospecting.
• The community should do something to support tourism to make it viable, as the Legends, Wine and High
Country is fledging.
• Ability for timber harvesting in Parks. Allow timber harvesting in Parks and use the royalties to purchase
private land. If sustainable logging can occur outside of parks, why not inside parks.
• It is not a two way process of trading areas. Frogs have been surviving for hundreds of years.
• Have calculations for greenhouse gas and global warming been factored into the CRA.
• Object to the term ‘certainty’.
• Questions about how tourist operations pay for roads that timber industry no longer access and pay for.
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APPENDIX 3 COMMONWEALTH AND VICTORIAN RURAL INITIATIVE PROGRAMS
During the RFA consultations, community members raised many issues outside the immediate scope of the RFA, particularly with regard to the provision of
government services. These are detailed in the Social Assessment Report (VicRFASC 1998c) for the North East region and in Appendix 2. In response to
these issues, the following range of Commonwealth and State programs have been identified which could be accessed to specifically address some of these
issues. Local government could also be contacted for information regarding their various programs and organisations.
PROGRAM

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

RESPONSIBLE
AGENCY

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT AND
ASSISTANCE
•

Partnerships for
Growth

•

Rural Communities
Program

•

Aboriginal & Torres
Strait Islander
Community
Development
Employment Projects

The Victorian government has committed $50 million to an economic development program for
the strengthening of rural communities in Victoria, specifically to attract new industry and
investment, strengthen local businesses and fund development projects and infrastructure, and
enhance community assets. Under this program, grants and assistance are available to business
and communities.
This Program aims to assist rural and remote communities to develop the social infrastructure in
their community by funding projects to increase community resources available to meet their
needs. Communities are encouraged to plan, organise and deliver their own projects. Key
elements include: grants towards the employment of rural financial counselors; information
delivery, for example telecentres and small grants for community activities; CreditCare, a
program providing financial services to communities where banks have closed; and professional
assistance to develop community-driven regional strategic plans.
The Projects enable members of ATSI communities to exchange unemployment benefits for
opportunities to undertake work and training in activities managed by local indigenous
community organisations. There are projects in the rural sector, including agricultural and land
based activities.

Victorian Department of
State Development
(Business Victoria)
Commonwealth Department
of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry
Commonwealth Department
of transport and Regional
Services
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Commission

HEALTH
•

Travel Assistance

Commonwealth funding provide for allocation by the State Government to assist country
patients who must travel to receive medical treatment.

•

Multi-purpose (Health
& Welfare) Centres
Initiative

Financial assistance provided by Commonwealth Government funding for community based
organisations and local government to provide rural and remote areas with access to health and
welfare services.

•

Mental Health
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Information for Rural
and Remote Australia

Human Services
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PROGRAM

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

RESPONSIBLE
AGENCY

EDUCATION
•

Assistance for Isolated
Children Scheme

Centrelink

•

Assistance for families whose children do not have reasonable daily access to an appropriate
government school in the year they are qualified to enrol in due to geographic isolation, a
medical condition, a disability, or special education requirements.

Distance Education

•

Distance Education enables people living in rural and remote areas to participate in higher
education.

Centrelink

Austudy/Abstudy

Centrelink
NEW APPRENTICESHIPS
(Apprenticeships and
traineeships)
Training for Employment:
•

Training for
Employment Program

•

Advanced English for
Migrants Program

•

bridging courses for the
overseas trained

VIC TRAINEESHIPS
•

National Rural Skills
Traineeship

•

National Amenity
Horticultural
Traineeship

•

National Pig Industry
Traineeship

•

Dairy AVTS - Pilot

•

Production Horticulture
Vegetable Growers
AVTS - Pilot

Training for Employment helps job seekers to gain employment through the provision or
enhancement of vocational skills linked to specific employment opportunities in the labour
market.
Commonwealth government incentives are offered to encourage employers to engage new
apprentices and trainees and maintain them in employment and training until formal
qualifications are obtained. Wage subsidies are also available.

Traineeships are available as incentives to employers to take on trainees. Those specific to rural
Victoria are listed here. Wage subsidies are also available where applicable, and also access to a
training wage. Additional fares assistance, a living away from home allowance are available to
eligible persons. Additional wage assistance is also available to employers to employ women in
non-traditional traineeships.
Assistance is provided in the form of skills development, formal training and employment
strategies, and transition assistance. Skills development provides employment based training.
Formal training enables clients with the skills needed for ongoing employment or participation
in further training. Employment strategies provides funding to develop recruitment and career
development strategies within Commonwealth, State and local government agencies,
government enterprises, employers of regional significance and employer representative bodies.
Transition assistance is provided to overcome obstacles to participation and employment clients
face.
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PROGRAM
•

Nursery AVTS - Pilot

•

Training for
Aboriginals and Torres
Strait Islanders (TAP)

•

Youth Employment
Initiative

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

RESPONSIBLE
AGENCY

The State Government encourages Traineeship opportunities by providing 16 to 20 year old
young people with broad based training in preparation for Traineeship.

Employment Victoria,
Department of State
Development

This Package provides labour market assistance for workers, including the self-employed, who
are involved in the native forest industry, and are directly affected by the Deferred Forest Areas
or the Regional Forest Agreement Process. For those eligible, assistance includes training, wage
subsidies for new employers, and relocation costs to take up new employment or training.

Commonwealth Department
of Employment, Education
and Youth Affairs

Victorian Department of
State Development

LABOUR MARKET
ASSISTANCE
•

Forest Industry Labour
Adjustment Package

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE
•

Business Growth
Initiative

In these programs assistance is provided to firms to improve their international competitiveness
in the form of information, advice, and referral.

•

National Skills
Shortage Program

This program provides short-term skills training to employed and unemployed persons with the
necessary qualifications in areas where there are identified shortages. Specific to rural industry, a
national and state Rural Industry Training Committee is involved in the training issues relevant
to primary production.

•

Business Initiatives
Scheme

This is an ATSIC Business Development Program for the promotion of community-based
enterprise development. Grants are available to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
organisations for the establishment or expansion of income-generating ventures.

•

Business Funding
Scheme

This scheme provides concessional finance in the form of loans, loan guarantees and grants
(corporations only) to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander individuals and corporations to
acquire and/or develop commercially successful business enterprises.

•

Forest Industry
Restructuring
Assistance

Restructuring Assistance aims to provide assistance for eligible forest industry businesses in the
native forest based industry sector (and their employees) which have good long term viability
and which either need to restructure in order to utilise a different forest resource base or are
willing and able to move to new value adding opportunities within the same sector of elsewhere
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•

Forest Industry
Business Exit
Assistance

in the forest industries.

of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry

Business Exit Assistance will be available to whose businesses whose departure from the
industry would enable other businesses with good long term prospects to remain and invest in
value adding opportunities.
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PROGRAM

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

RESPONSIBLE
AGENCY

ASSISTANCE FOR
PRIMARY PRODUCERS:
•

Farm$mart

Farm$mart is a Victorian program which aims to develop industry skill s and to integrate all
aspect of farm management. It is delivered through a series of interactive workshops.

•

Victorian Department of
Natural Resources and
Environment

FarmBis

FarmBis is a Commonwealth program to provide funding for those involved in agriculture and
farm businesses to build on their existing management skill.

Countrylink

•

Exceptional
Circumstances Relief
Payment

The ECRP has superseded the Drought Relief Payment and is available to eligible farmers in
declared exceptional circumstances. These payments provide income support equivalent to the
Newstart Allowance (including partner allowance where applicable).

Centrelink

•

Farm Family Restart
Scheme

Centrelink

•

Retirement Assistance
for Farmers Scheme

FFRS operates as a decision support system for those farmers considering exiting the industry by
giving them access to professional advice on the future viability of their business and on other
employment opportunities. Income support is paid at the Newstart Allowance rate for those
farmer’s eligible to enter the scheme. It will also offer them incentives such as a reestablishment grant of up to $45,000 on the sale of the farm, enabling them to leave farming
before their assets are severely depleted.

•

Rural Research &
Development

The Retirement Assistance for Farmers Scheme is a special arrangement which allows a pension
aged farmer to gift up to $500,000 of farm assets to a younger generation without this affecting
the farmer’s eligibility for the Age Pension. There are a number of conditions regarding
eligibility which Centrelink can advise on.
Commonwealth government and rural industries fund a number of research and development
corporations and councils in a range of primary industry production areas.
In addition, the following organisations participate in rural research and development in various
capacities: State Departments of Agriculture, CSIRO, ABARE, Bureau of Rural Sciences,
Australian Geological Survey Organisation, Australian Plague Locust Commission, National
Registration Authority, Rural Research Database.

Centrelink

Relevant Research &
Development Corporation
or Council
Respective authority

NATURAL RESOURCES
•

Landcare

This is a Commonwealth Government Program which supports community initiatives to solve
natural resource management and nature conservation problems. Funding is provided to local
government and community groups for a range of activities, including awareness and training,
planning, on ground actions, and monitoring.

TOURISM

6

Commonwealth Department
of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry

Appendix 4 Summary of the JANIS Criteria

•

Commonwealth
Tourism Programs

The program will fund initiatives which raise the domestic and international tourism potential
throughout rural and regional Australia. It is aimed at creating jobs and spreading the economic
benefits to these areas.
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APPENDIX 4 SUMMARY OF CRITERIA FOR THE
COMPREHENSIVE, ADEQUATE AND REPRESENTATIVE
RESERVE SYSTEM
The following section is derived from the ‘Nationally Agreed Criteria for the Establishment
of a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative Reserve System for Forests in Australia.
A Report by the Joint ANZECC/MCFFA National Forest Policy Statement Implementation
Sub-committee.’ (JANIS 1997)
This summary is intended only as a guide to the reserve criteria. Readers are referred to the
published report which provides the full context for the information outlined below. The
report is available through the Environmental Resources Information Network on their World
Wide Server. Contact: http://www.erin.gov.au/land/forests/rfa.html
PRINCIPLES
Comprehensiveness
Comprehensiveness - includes the full range of forest communities
recognised by an agreed national scientific classification at appropriate
hierarchical levels.
Adequacy
Adequacy - the maintenance of ecological viability and integrity of
populations, species and communities.
Representativeness
Representativeness - those sample areas of the forest that are selected for
inclusion in reserves should reasonably reflect the biotic diversity of the
communities.
CRITERIA FOR THE CAR RESERVE SYSTEM FOR FORESTS
Biodiversity Criteria
1. As a general criterion, 15 per cent of the pre-1750 distribution of each forest ecosystem
should be protected in the CAR reserve system with flexibility considerations applied
according to regional circumstances, and recognising that as far as possible and
practicable, the proportion of dedicated reserves should be maximised.
2. Where forest ecosystems are recognised as vulnerable, then at least 60 per cent of their
remaining extent should be reserved. A vulnerable ecosystem is one which is:
• approaching a reduction in areal extent of 70 per cent within a bioregional context
and which remains subject to threatening processes; or
• not depleted but subject to continuing and significant threatening processes which
may reduce its extent.
3. All remaining occurrences of rare and endangered forest ecosystems should be reserved
or protected by other means as far as is practicable.
4. Reserved areas should be replicated across the geographic range of the forest ecosystem
to decrease the likelihood that chance events such as wildfire or disease will cause the
forest ecosystem to decline.
1
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5. The reserve system should seek to maximise the area of high quality habitat for all known
elements of biodiversity wherever practicable, but with particular reference to:
• the special needs of rare, vulnerable or endangered species;
• special groups of organisms, for example species with complex habitat
requirements, or migratory or mobile species;
• areas of high species diversity, natural refugia for flora and fauna, and centres of
endemism; and
• those species whose distributions and habitat requirements are not well correlated
with any particular forest ecosystem.
6. Reserves should be large enough to sustain the viability, quality and integrity of
populations.
7. To ensure representativeness, the reserve system should, as far as possible, sample the
full range of biological variation within each forest ecosystem, by sampling the range of
environmental variation typical of its geographic range and sampling its range of
successional stages. Forest ecosystems are often distributed across a variety of physical
environments and their species composition can vary along environmental gradients
between the micro-environments within the ecosystem. This approach will maximise the
likelihood that the samples included in the reserve system will protect the full range of
genetic variability and successional stages associated with each species, and particularly
those species with restricted or disjunct populations.
8. In fragmented landscapes, remnants that contribute to sampling the full range of
biodiversity are vital parts of a forest reserve system. The areas should be identified and
protected as part of the development of integrated regional conservation strategies
Old-growth Forest Criteria
1. Where old-growth forest is rare or depleted (generally less than 10 per cent of the extant
distribution) within a forest ecosystem, all viable examples should be protected, wherever
possible. In practice, this would mean that most of the rare or depleted old-growth forest
would be protected.
2. For other forest ecosystems, 60 per cent of the old-growth forest identified at the time of
assessment would be protected, consistent with a flexible approach where appropriate,
increasing to the levels of protection necessary to achieve the following objectives:
• the representation of old-growth forest across the geographic range of the forest
ecosystem;
• the protection of high quality habitat for species identified under the biodiversity
criterion;
• appropriate reserve design;
• protection of the largest and least fragmented areas of old-growth;
• specific community needs for recreation and tourism.
Wilderness Criteria
Ninety per cent, or more if practicable, of the area of high quality wilderness that meets
minimum area requirements should be protected in reserves.
RESERVE DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT
The way in which a reserve is designed can influence not only the protection of conservation
values, but the efficiency and effectiveness of subsequent management for conservation
within the reserve. The criteria which should influence reserve design include:
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• boundaries should be set in a landscape context with strong ecological integrity, such as
catchments;
• large reserved areas are preferable to small reserved areas, though a range of reserve sizes
may be appropriate to adequately sample conservation values;
• boundary-area ratios should be minimised and linear reserves should be avoided where
possible except for riverine systems and corridors identified as having significant value
for nature conservation;
• reserves should be developed across the major environmental gradients if feasible, but
only if these gradients incorporate key conservation attributes which should be
incorporated in the CAR system;
• each reserve should contribute to satisfying as many reserve criteria as possible;
• reserve design should aim to minimise the impact of threatening processes, particularly
from adjoining areas;
• reserve should be linked through a variety of mechanisms, wherever practicable, across
the landscape.
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