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Terms of Reference - Northern Basin Programmes Taskforce
[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose
In response to the proposed Basin Plan amendment arising from the Northern Basin Review, the government has decided to establish a taskforce to provide advice on the best way forward in bridging the remaining sustainable diversion limit (SDL) gap in the Northern Basin.  
The aim of the taskforce is to advise the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources on options for recovering water in the Northern Basin catchments to meet the proposed revised Murray Darling Basin Plan recovery targets. The proposed approach will focus on achieving the targets in a way which avoids, minimises or mitigates any adverse socio-economic impacts of the recovery and aims to avoid non-strategic water buy-back. 
The taskforce will develop catchment by catchment Northern Basin recovery strategies, including consideration of risks, which would be the basis for expanding, modifying or developing new water recovery and ‘toolkit’ based programs that could be implemented from June 2017 to June 2019. 
Membership
The Northern Basin Programmes Taskforce will initially be overseen by the Special Advisor, Water in the DAWR and be located in the Water Infrastructure Northern Basin Branch. It will comprise a small team of staff.  
Term
The taskforce will operate from December 2016 to June 2017, coinciding with the Basin Plan amendment process, when the MDBA gives its final recommended amendments to the Minister regarding the Northern Basin SDL.  
Stakeholder Consultation
The taskforce will consult with relevant industry and community stakeholders in each northern catchment, and with relevant State and Commonwealth government agencies. 
Roles and Responsibilities
The Northern Basin Programmes Taskforce is responsible for:
· developing policy advice on the best approach to further water recovery needs;
· exploring opportunities for further water recovery on a catchment by catchment basis with a view to achieving the proposed water recovery targets in a way that supports ‘triple bottom line’ Basin Plan outcomes and avoids, minimises or mitigates adverse socio-economic impacts of the recovery, including by avoiding the need for any non-strategic water buybacks; 
· the gathering and identification of stakeholder ideas and knowledge for water recovery; 
· identifying opportunities to undertake water recovery and ‘toolkit’ actions in partnership with state governments, industry and other community organisations; 
· identifying opportunities for any other water recovery in a catchment that will provide local economic benefit; and 
· identifying, quantifying and costing all viable opportunities and undertaking a thorough assessment of the likely costs and benefits of each.
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