Summary of proposed rules

	ACCC rule advices to be implemented through the Water Charge Amendment Rules 2019

	4-A and 4-B: combine three sets of rules into one and define terms consistently. This will streamline requirements for operators and implement the principle of ‘one expression, one meaning’, rather than defining ‘regulated charge’ differently in the different sets of rules.    

	5-E to 5-K: enhanced Schedule of Charge requirements. This will provide a standardised approach to the Schedule of Charges, and greater transparency for customers, ensuring they know what they have to pay and why, and can engage with operators directly to resolve any disputes.  

	5-M to 5-R: hand back most regulatory responsibility for the large infrastructure operators to Basin states under Basin state laws, provided the Basin state law meets the regulatory test in paragraph 29(2)(b) regarding cost reflective charging consistent with (not exceeding) the recovery of prudent and efficient costs. 

	5-V: shorten the regulatory period for any Part 7 operators to 3 years.

	5-W: repeal Part 9 accreditation arrangements. The accreditation arrangements will continue only so far as is necessary for current regulatory periods for Part 6 operators to expire. 

	5-Y: regulate the manner in which an infrastructure operator can recover amounts incurred by the operator through infrastructure charges or planning and management charges levied on the operator by another entity. 

	6-B to 6-G: enhance transparency and method for calculating termination fees.

	6-A: apply new termination fee rules to all infrastructure operators. Some irrigation infrastructure operators may no longer satisfy the primary purpose test (majority of water delivered for irrigation) and may not meet the definition of an IIO. They may nevertheless continue to levy termination fees on irrigators so the new termination fee rules will apply to them.

	7-A and 7-B: streamline water planning and management charges.

	ACCC rule advices not being implemented 

	4-C: repeal private right of action for infrastructure charges. Existing rule 57 of the Water Charge (Infrastructure Rules) 2010 is retained.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]5-A, 5-B, 5-D, 5-X: proposed rule 10 and 10A non-discrimination rules. Existing rule 10 of the Water Charge (Infrastructure Rules) 2010 is retained.  

	5-S to 5-U: proposed new rules for distributions. Existing Part 7 of the Water Charge (Infrastructure Rules) 2010 is retained.  


* Rule advice 5-L: repeal of requirements for Network Service Plans was implemented in 2017. 
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